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Which Paper.... 


...is most nearly in line with 





Presbyterian, U. S. policies e 


From the following editorial positions taken on important issues, which would you say? 


Action Taken by Presbyterian 

General Assembly Outlook 
Production of a joint Presbyterian hymnal........FOR................ DAs a's <e 
Church year to coincide with calendar year....... ads 2 oe eee ein BOR ic ntis 
National Council of Churches................... A RID Rg Weer Lg OTE 
Establishment of eapneinsn of Christian 

core usm caves ing aaltepet dor ian ain PR ie wb tee cee ee FOR 
Thorough study and revision of Montreat policies. FOR................ MI coos 8s 
Current study of Montreat College.............. WR hi eiess iawn a 
Japan International Christian University......... BESMENGT 5 ok Sains rae 
Dissolution of Snedecor Synod.............. EMS <vieilan dee eee as I neues 
Treatment of Negro commissioners to General 

Assembly like all others......... Pian Rin oa war heeas FOR. 
Required ey of Hebrew for ordination to 

ER Pe eer, ee meee ey eee ea oe AGAINST 
Restudy and stangnisination of the church's work. .FOR................ FOR idan teas 
Criticism of the church’s Sunday school literature.. AGAINST..........4 AGAINST. 
Opening Board meetings to the church press...... NO COMMENT..... a 
Addition of historic Christian days to the 

en PS ES Or ee! 5 PPR Spies Pie FOR 
Correction and apology in the Richardson case....FOR................ er 
Current study of World Missions program and 

Oo a cial ¢ 06d Shin eds 0 ve ies Citta mes FOR... 
Money-making activities rae church organizations..AGAINST.......... AGAINST 
Pree IS o's oiiicle.. 0s dues wes dum nes NO COMMENT..... POs cece 
Presbyterian USA—U.P —U Ss. ioint co-operative 

GE esa a sete cc t.g oe do wnasaeenee ss CR ie, er ae FOR 
Bau oc dai os one OSS, in wee ORs Ste ow ais ee ae +: « FOR. 

The Presbyterian principle of church property. ...FOR. 4° Sees: 
Establishment of Department of Minister and 

His Work, with secretary............. MR Sea S ER Pe ial loin FOR. y 
Board secretaries in Assembly standing committee 

ee 8S re tee na ee ee ..., AGAINST. 
Judicial procedure in ‘the Chapel Hill case based 

upon definite charges before severing _—— 

SP Oe Py erate pe ly eee rn POR A «.<. 
Establishing espe Ww wre Department a ee SEEGER RE NS Sipe See FOR. 
Peare’. wean C Omit: ot... Wis dh cee ars bb los oo , NE OF ay .FOR ef 
Restriction of heads of colleges ‘nd seminaries 

He CROLOS OF SUOUMONE,.... 6 xo cthsalvaes 4 bev ee el oo) ae ae AGAINST. 


Publication Publication Publication 
X y z* € | 
saiaabiaee ease NO COMMENT.....AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 
is Sagaceh a NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
Re NTO FOR .AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 
..NO COMMENT ...../ AGBRUNG? <. 0 ..s.0s NO COMMENT 
<i a NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
ov pew NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT | S 
Pa aacmb aed NO COMMENT.....AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 


radbeeeds NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
eee NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
NO COMMENT.....FOR. ..NO COMMENT 
‘NO COMMENT.....AGAINST........ NO COMMENT 
vee eS KS NO COMMENT.....FOR.. ..NO COMMENT [ ( 
_....s...NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....1 YO COMMENT 
ele NO COMMENT. ....NO COMMENT. ....NO COMMENT 
....NO COMMENT.....AGAINST.......... NO COMMENT 
..NO COMMENT. ....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
eh NO COMMENT.....AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 
...NO COMMENT.....AGAINST.......... NO COMMENT 
..NO COMMENT.....AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 
+s epee NO COMMENT.....AGAINST..........NO COMMENT 
gi deeeics NO COMMENT. ....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
SiS 128 NO COMMENT. ....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT 
COV! 
j.sscde WO COMMENT... POR Accessed 10 COMMEN tury) b 
| Seem NO COMMENT.....NO COMMENT.....NO COMMEN Magi,” 
ey FOR.... i635 ..FOR by Hsu 
4. apes NO COMMENT.....FOR. ..NO COMMEN 





In support of General Assem 
bly actions: 
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Ln THIS MIND BE IN You, Which was also in Christ 
Jesus: 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 

But made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 


= ness of men: 
tC . . + .. 
( of R t S i And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 





— himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
ENT death of the cross. 
BNE Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
ENT given him a name which is above every name: 
oe | 5 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
ENT of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
ENT under the earth; 
[ENT And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
ae Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
[ENT —PHILIPPIANS 2:5-I1. 
= LORD 
[ENT 
{ENT Tar WHICH WAS FROM the beginning, which we 
{ENT have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
{ENT which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
MENT handled, of the Word of life; 
ae 8 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, 
ae and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal ih 
MENT life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 
‘<< unto us;) 

That which we have seen and heard declare we 
MENT COVER: Flemish painting (15th cen- unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: 
Fee aioe Eada: wen ised, “Adewetiad of the and truly our fellow ship is with the Father, and 
(MEN Magi,” and Chinese “Visit of the Magi,” with his Son Jesus Christ. 

by Hsu San Ch’un. —I JOHN I: 1-3. 

{MEN 


; matter 
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African 
“A Bantu Madonna” 
Ernest Mancoba 












Flemish. “The Virgin of 
Nazareth,” by Quinten Mas- 
sys. Reproduced by courtesy 
of the Trustees, the Na- 
tional Gallery, London. 
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Incarnation 


Bur WHEN THE FULNEsS of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman,.. . that we 
might receive the adoption of sons. 

—GALATIANS 4: 4-5. 


A ND WITHOUT CONTROVERSY great is the mystery of 

godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 

the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 

believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
—I TIMOTHY 3:16. 
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Chinese 
“Madonna and Child” 
Wang Su-Ta 


Chinese 
“No Room in the Inn” 
Lu Hung Nien 


Credits: Each with His Own Brush, by D. J. Fleming. 

Copyright 1938 by Friendship Press, Inc., The Metropolitan 

Museum of Art, Keystone View Company, The National 
Gallery, London. 










Is THE BEGINNING was the Word, and the Wora 






























was with God, and the Word was God. t V 
The same was in the beginning with God. ft 
All things were made by him; and without him et 
was not any thing made that was made. A 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. & 
And the light shineth in darkness; and the dark- af) 
ness comprehended it not. (rut 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was J 
John. bes 
The same came for a witness, to bear witness of e 
the Light, that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear wit- 7 
ness of that Light. 
That was the true Light, which lighteth every "he 
man that cometh into the world. : : 
He was in the world, and the world was made = 
by him, and the world knew him not. hath 
‘He came unto his own, and his own received him 
4 not. 














' - 4 = Indian 
_ ’ “Madonna and Child” 
—— Alfred D. Thomas 








Italian 
“Madonna di Tempi” 
Raphael (16th Century) 
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But as many as received him, to them gave he 
ower to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: 

Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 


Tora 





him 


men. 


lark- Y 
truth. 
John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This 
ge was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is 
; referred before me; for he was before me. 
ot And of his fulness have all we received, and grace 
oa for grace. 
ag For the law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. 
ny No man hath seen God at any time; the only be- 
gotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
made hath declared him. 
him —JOHN 1:1-18. 








Italian 
“Madonna and Child” 
Titian (16th Century) 








Chinese 
“Star of the Sea” 
Luke Ch’en 
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Indian 
“The Annunciation” 
Mrs. E. G. MacMillan 
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“Madonna of the 
Moon Window” 
Luke Ch’en 





Spanish 
“Virgin and Child” 
Murillo (17th Century) 
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Indian 
“The Annunciation” 
Angelo da Fonseca 








Chinese 
‘The Holy Family 
in Winter” 
Lu Hung Nien 
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English 

“The Holy Family” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds 
(18th Century) 
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L WE COULD STRIP CHRIST- 


MAS of its gold and tinsel and cele- 
brate it in the light of the Gospel nar- 
ratives, what a festival it would be! 
Many have come to put such stress 
on the externals and nonessentials that 
we often lose sight of the sacredness 
of this blessed season. 

We can best illustrate this from 
the word itself—C-h-r-i-s-t-m-a-s. The 
“C” should stand for Christ; the “h” 
for home-coming; the “r” for rever- 
ence; the “i” for intercession; the “s” 
for salvation; the “t” for thankfulness; 


4nd? 


the “m” for mediation; the “a” for 
adoration; the “s” for our Saviour. 

We can make almost anything we 
want to out of Christmas, but we do 
not touch the heart of the spirit of 
Christmas until we go back to Bethle- 
hem and to the Judean hills and hear 
the angelic message, “Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

The Christmas season in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., is the time for 
the special Joy Gift to the Board of 
Annuities and Relief for the retired 
servants who have given their all in 
service to Christ and His Church. 
The following letters from a few of 
our retired ministers will emphasize 
the fact that we are putting “First 
Things First” when the Joy Gift tops 
our Christmas giving. 


Dear Dr. Boggs: 

Your good letter and supplementary 
check from the Joy Gift campaign were 
received the 17th, and appreciated so 
much. 

My time for supplying churches, ex- 
cept for a Sunday occasionally, is about 
over as I am in my 80th year and Mrs. 

has a heart condition that is at 
times serious and so I must be nearby. 
In June we were married 54 years and the 
sunset of life together with Jesus is beau- 
tiful. 

I have had quite a flower garden and 
tried to brighten other lives with flowers 
—sweet peas in February, March, and 
April, then gladioli, and now roses. Flow- 
ers and prayers do so go together. 

Your letter of such personal interest 
warmed our hearts and to know that we 
are being cared for by you who love us in 
the fellowship of our Church lifts the 
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anxiety and answers our trust in our 
Heavenly Father. 

May God give you all, including the 
“Women of the Church,” many more years 
of happy, joyful, service for the Master. 
In His Name we thank you all and Him. 

Cordially, 





Dear Dr. Boggs: 

This is a delayed acknowledgment 
of your kind communication in which 
you enclosed the Board’s check in 
the sum of $175.00 from the wonder- 
ful Joy Gift of last December. That 
was truly a real joy gift the Lord 
put in the minds of His children in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church to 
give to His retired servants. Reminds 
one, in the way it holds out, of the 
widow’s cruse of oil. I am indeed 
grateful to receive it. 

Since writing you I have had two 
sick spells, both alike, except the first 


one was far more severe. The doc-’ 


tor called them both virus infection. 
Happy to say, I am well now, and 
free from inconvenience. As Mrs. —— 
is under a doctor’s care, and I had to 
buy medicine in addition to what she 
needs regularly, you can see what 
comfort of mind the check gives us 
both. I am due to go to the local 
hospital in a day or two for an ex- 
amination.and general check up. I 
have told you before how the Lord 
has provided us with doctors who 
make no charge. In going to the hos- 
pital for a check up I do not fear that 
anything serious will come to light. 

Again thanking you and our be- 
loved Church, I am 

Most cordially yours, 





My dear Brother Boggs: 

If my eye will let me do so I want to 
write and thank you for your recent Joy 
Gift. I just haven’t words to express my 
deep appreciation, for your gift came at a 
time when it helped us over a hard time. 
I haven’t done anything for nearly twelve 
years. First, I am a real old man, being 
85 my last birthday. Your check is an- 
other evidence of how God takes care of 
His servants. Then, too, Mrs. ———— is 
not well, having high blood pressure which 
sometimes goes as high as 230, Fortunately 
for me I have right good health for one as 
old as I am. Your gifts always come just 
when needed, so again I want to thank 
you and pray God’s blessings upon you 
and our beloved Church. 

I am very happy to say my eye has 
improved quite a bit. This is the reason I 
am able to write this letter, for before 
this Mrs. had to do my writing. 

To me it is wonderful how God takes 

care of His own, for I know I am His. I 
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A Christmas Thought for You 


Stars shine bright in the heavens tonight, 
Moonlight glowing around, 
Music to fill the soul with delight, 
Snow softly blankets the ground. 


It is mystic and sweet as snow ’neath our feet 
Seems to sing with strange new sounds. 
The heart of the world has a strange new beat, 
And the air with good will abounds. 


The spirit of God is abroad tonight, 
The Christ Child is born anew. 
Christmas delight makes the earth more bright, 
With the blessings that come to you. 


May the grace of God be yours tonight, 
May the peace of Christ break through, 
May his spirit of Love set things aright, 
May the dream of the Master come true. 


Let’s whisper a prayer for the world tonight, 
Let’s sing a song to His praise, 
Let’s ask that the world may receive new sight 
To recover the bloom of its days. 


ARTHUR G. COURTENAY, ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
WEST RALEIGH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
RALEIGH, N..C. 





love the Gospel of Jesus Christ for it has 
done so much for mankind wherever it is 
taken and when I was in the pastorate I 
tried to make people see the beauty of it. 
I never meet a stranger that I do not 
before leaving try to find out if he is a 
Christian. 

Please forgive mistakes, for it is rather 
difficult to see what I am writing. I do 
hope you can read it. And thanking you 
again and praying God’s blessings upon 
you and your work, I am, in the Master’s 
service, 

Your brother in Christ, 





As one reads the above letters care- 
fully he can hear the words of the 
Master, “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren ye have done it unto me.” 
We earnestly ask the Church to con- 
tinue this fellowship of Christian love 
to those who are no longer able to 
serve. END 


Oklahoma Baptists To 
Build Boys Ranch Town 


OKLAHOMA ciTy—An oil man’s $500,- 
ooo gift has made possible a Boys’ 
Ranch Town which the Baptist Gen- 
eral Convention of Oklahoma will 
build for underprivileged and delin- 
quent youngsters on a 160-acre tract 
12 miles northeast of here. 

The Convention’s board of direc- 
tors approved the project here follow- 
ing transfer of the half-million-dollar 
trust fund to the Baptist Foundation 
of Oklahoma by James M. Johnson of 
this city, and his wife. The Johnsons 
also donated the land on which the 
ranch will be located. 

The largest single gift ever received 
by the Foundation, the fund was es- 
tablished by the Johnsons as a memo- 
rial to their son, Jimmy, who died of 
infantile paralysis in 1937 at the age of 
fourteen. 


WW 




















Unique Joy Gift Service 
Held in South Texas 








r [': WOMEN of two Presbyterian 
churches in the south Texas 
border town of San Benito have 

united for four years in a bilingual 

Joy Gift program which has become 

a valued tradition to each group. 

Four years ago the Women of the 
First Mexican Presbyterian Church of 
San Benito asked if they might serve 
a Mexican lunch to the women of 
First Presbyterian Church, in order to 
raise money for their new church 
building. Arrangements were made, 
and the Mexican women were invited 
to attend the Joy Gift service fol- 
lowing the luncheon. Their pastor, 
the Rev. Juan G. Cavazos, was in- 
vited to participate with the Rev. 
Charles M. Robinson, Jr., of the 
First Church in the communion serv- 
ice, which climaxed the program. 

FROM THIS BEGINNING has come the 
annual luncheon and program, in 
which both groups now participate. 
The program includes special music, 
in English, if it is presented by mem- 
bers of the First Church; in Spanish, 
if by the choir of the First Mexican 
group. The explanation of the Joy 
Gift is made by the chairman of the 
board of deacons of the First Church. 
The offering taken at this program 
does not include that of the Mexican 
women, who contribute through their 
own church. The communion service 
by the two pastors is bilingual. The 
order of service is likewise printed in 
the two languages. 

The friendship between the two 
churches and among the individual 
members of the groups has deepened 
for the past four years. There was a 
great deal of sympathetic interest on 
the part of the members of the First 
Mexican Church in the recent dedi- 
cation of the new education building 
of the First Church. The members of 
the First Church were as pleased as 
their friends with the dedication of 
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their new sanctuary a few months ago, 
and with the celebration on April 1 
of the Mexican Church’s being re- 
moved from the list of home mission 


First Mexican 
Presbyterian Church, 
San Benito, Texas 





churches of the Texas-Mexican Pres- 
bytery at its own request to be- 
come one of the three self-supporting 
churches in its presbytery. 





First Presbyterian 
Church, where the 
service is held. 
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When they pack a barrel 
of gifts for the missionary 


Some people are funny! 


W rr KIND OF a “mis- 
sionary barrel” are you planning to 
send to your home missionary friend 
this Christmas? Will it contain needed, 
desirable, and enjoyable gifts, or will 
it have only a few of these and be 
mostly filled with unusable odds and 
ends? 

Grace Thompson* tells of her first 
missionary barrel which proved to be 
a delightful joke. 

“| HAVE ALWAYS HEARD that your 
first Christmas away from home is 
generally a sad one, but this was not 
so in my case. I opened my gifts with 
Dr. and Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, our 
missionaries among the Indians, and 
as soon as all of the gifts had been 
opened, Dr. Firebaugh brought from 
its hiding place my first missionary 
barrel. 

“The address on the tag was to Miss 
Grace Thompson, Indian Worker, 
Choctaw County, and it was from a 
group of women in a town that I had 
never heard of before. It was a real 
nail keg with carpetbagging nailed 
over the top. Hurriedly, I cut the 
carpetbagging and began digging into 
the contents. First to appear was a 
sheer dress, slightly short, slightly 
ued, with seams ripped at various 
places. Next came a pair of long 
white gloves with fingers that would 
just about fit a little five-year-old’s 
hand, several feather plumes, then a 
small box with this note attached: 
This is good for something, but at 
the moment I’ve forgotten just what.’ 
That little box contained a horse 
chestnut (many believe that it will 
cure rheumatism if you carry it with 
you). There was also a lovely copper 
desk motto, many good home-canned 
foods for my apartment, but the 
crowning gift and the one which 


*Miss Grace E. Thompson, Director of Reli- 


gious E ducati i i 
Oklgho. ines ion in Indian Presbytery, Hugo, 
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brought the most laughs was a pair 
of pink and white crocheted baby 
bootees. 

“ves, ALL OF THIS and much more 
for the Indian worker. For weeks I 
wandered around wondering how I 
could thank the group who had 























thought of me at Christmas, when I 
finally discovered that it had all been 
a joke and a very successful one at 
that. I was thankful to discover that 
this ‘missionary barrel’ was a joke, 
because I have heard rumors of others 
which are not.” 
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Stage set for Dec. 29—Jan. 1 


Fifth Youth Convention 


By WAYNE P. TODD 


Chairman, Quadrennial Planning Committee 


Tue GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
in its session at Orlando in June, 1951, 
voted: “That the General Assembly 
approve the Fifth Youth Convention 
on the World Mission of the Church 
to be held in December, 1953.” Plans 
for the Convention, which have prog- 
ressed steadily since that time, will 
be fulfilled when an estimated 2,000 
young people from all parts of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States assemble on the campus of Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute at Auburn, 
Alabama, from December 29, 1953— 
January 1, 1954. The delegates will be 
young persons aged 17 to 24, mem- 
bers of Synod Senior High Fellow- 
ship Councils, and students in the 
Church’s four seminaries and the 
General Assembly’s Training School. 
The Christian’s Mission is the theme 
for this the fifth in the Church’s se- 
ries of Quadrennial Conventions for 
its youth. To study and discuss The 
Christian’s Mission is an ambitious un- 
dertaking, but that is only fitting. The 
needs of ambitious youth must be ade- 
quately met in a time which demands 
serious thinking, sincere conviction, 
and sustained action. 


ry’ 

I HE PURPOSE OF THE CON- 
VENTION is to make our young people 
more aware of the implications of their 
faith in our world today, and to help 
them become more committed to a 
growing witness in their lives. Each 
young person must come to see that 
his own mission in life—whatever or 
wherever his calling may be—is a 
part of Christianity’s answer to the 
chaotic world-wide situation. 

The Convention is not an entity in 
itself. The young people will be a 
united group before they convene. 
First of all, they are united in pur- 
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On the campus at Auburn 


pose and interest or they would never 
register for the Convention. By study- 
ing the material sent each person upon 
registration, the delegates will be pre- 
pared to discuss common problems 
and important issues with better un- 
derstanding and in a terminology fa- 
miliar to all. The three books. which 


will be given each delegate are: That 
They May Have Life, by D. T. Niles, 
of Ceylon; A Call to Evangelism, a 
study guide for the book by Niles, 
prepared by Felix Gear, Harry 
Goodykoontz, Rachel Henderlite, and 
Watson Street; and You Shall Be My 
Witnesses, by E. T. Thompson, 2 
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study guide on Acts 1-7, the passage 
selected for Bible study at the Con- 
vention. 


Dore THE CONVENTION 
the union of purpose will become 
more apparent and the delegates will 
be drawn together through worship, 
personal contact, discussions, study, 
fellowship, and dedication to a com- 
mon task. Delegates will find that the 
schedule has been arranged so that 
they will have plenty of time and op- 
portunity to meet and hold private 
conferences with the distinguished 
speakers present, staff members of the 
Church’s boards and agencies, home 
and foreign missionaries, and work- 
ers in any number of the areas in 
which one can find full-time church 
service. Special displays provided by 
the various boards and agencies will 
help our young people understand 
and appreciate the total program of 
our Church. 

The Quadrennial program promises 
a challenging, informative, and spirit- 
ually beneficial experience to all pres- 
ent. In the first address the challenge 
of various ideologies current in’ the 
world today will be presented. The 
Church’s own failure in living up to 
the creed she confesses and in meeting 
the challenges and problems she faces 
will be seriously considered. After 
this address the delegates will be di- 
vided into small groups to discuss 
these challenges so that each individ- 
ual may clearly understand their ba- 
sis, Seriousness, and justice. 


T ue SECOND SPEAKER will 
survey Church history to determine 
what forms these challenges took and 
how the Church responded in the 
past. Small groups will then begin 
an intensive study of selected pas- 
sages of Scripture dealing with the 
witness of early Christians to their 
faith as an answer to the challenges 
of their day. 

The simplicity, adequacy, and rele- 
vance of the Christian faith will be 
the theme of the third major address, 
which will also present the Christian’s 
faith in the complete victory of Christ 
as the basis of an unshakeable hope 
for today or any day. The remaining 
addresses will briefly present basic 
Christian convictions, and personnel 
from diverse fields of our Church’s 
work will witness to the truth of 
these convictions as experienced by 


DECEMBER, 1953 








Dr. Ben L. Rose 


them personally. 

The closing platform presentation 
will be an address insisting that the 
Gospel message is communicated 
from person to person under the in- 
spiration, preparation, and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit; that each Christian 
has the mission to be an evangelist 
wherever he is and that his personal 
witnessing to those with whom he 
lives and labors is an essential part of 
the answer of the Christian faith to 
the challenges of the world today. 


. The call to full-time service at home 


and abroad will be a key emphasis in 
this address. 


New YEAR’S EVE will be 
observed with a watch night service 
preparing the delegates for the self- 
dedication and commitment service 
which will close the Convention on 
the following morning. 

The major addresses will be deliv- 
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Dr. W. T. Thompson 


ered by: DR. JAMES A. JONES, pastor 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, North Carolina; pr. KEN- 
NETH SCOTT LATOURETTE, professor of 
Missions, Yale Divinity School, New 
Haven, Connecticut; DR. JOHN A. 
MACKAY, president Princeton Semi- 
nary, Princeton, New Jersey; DR. BEN 
L. ROSE, pastor Central Presbyterian 
Church, Bristol, Virginia; pk. CHARLES 
B. “CHUCK” TEMPLETON, evangelist Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A., New York City; pr. 
FRANK PRICE, moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly; and pr. w. T. THOMP- 
son, professor of Christian Education, 
Union Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. 

After the delegates leave Auburn 
and in the days and years to follow 
the real effects of the Convention will 
appear. “Follow-up” material will be 
sent out to help the young people 
fulfill and execute the commitments 
they have made. END 
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David asked his mother 


a question and the family 


Tom WILSON STRETCHED 
AND YAWNED. “That was mighty good 
coffee cake, Honey. I believe I'll have 
another piece. I could use some more 
coffee too, if there’s any left.” It was 
the Sunday between Christmas and 
New Year’s, and as Jane got up to 
fill his coffee cup, Tom sighed con- 
tentedly. 

She was a fine wife, and a man 
never had a better home or more 
wonderful children, he thought. 
Christmas had been a success; the 
kids had liked their presents and Jane 
was delighted with her new sewing 
machine. Perhaps the round of activ- 
ity had been worth while. He had 
enjoyed it, but he was still tired clear 
down to his bones. Salesmen should 
have a special day for celebrating 
Christmas so their work wouldn’t 
interfere with their pleasure. 

“What are the plans for the day, 
family?” asked Jane as she set the cup 
down. 

“I’m going to the show with Marie 
this afternoon, and we're going to 
play records at her house tonight,” 
replied 15-year-old Sue. 

“Bud Thomas and I are going to 
hike up Lee’s Hill while the weather’s 
nice,” Tommy put in. When a boy 
is twelve, he does not want to spend 
a nice day that is free of school, in- 
doors. 

“Didn’t you say the McCoys are 
coming over tonight?” Tom asked. 

“Yes,” said Jane, “and I thought 
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Boonville, Missouri 


perhaps the twins would like to go 
for a ride this afternoon to look at 
the Christmas decorations once more 
before they are put away until next 
year. How about that?” 

Becky and David looked at each 
other, then nodded. Their ten years 
had been spent doing everything to- 
gether, and they seemed content to 
be considered as one unit. 

Silence reigned as the family con- 
tinued its breakfast. Suddenly Becky 
blurted out, “Isn’t anybody going to 
Sunday school and church?” 

Jane looked at the clock; it was 
nine o’clock. “Oh, it’s so late now, 
sweetheart, and we got to bed late 
last night. Daddy and I are tired, so 
I believe we'll stay home today.” 

“But, Mother,” David protested, 
“you aren’t too tired to go riding or 
visit with the McCoys. Why are you 
too tired to go to church?” 

Tom almost choked on his coffee. 
Sue and Tommy giggled, and, having 
no answer to the searching question, 
Jane hastily gathered up the dishes. 


Jaxe HAD CRAWLED INTO 
BED that night before she had a chance 
to think seriously about David’s ques- 
tion. For some reason she couldn’t go 
to sleep. Who said something about 


wisdom coming out of the mouths of 
babes? How true! Leave it to David 
to come straight to the point! 

“Why don’t we go to church?” 
Jane asked herself. “Well, we all ap- 
preciate a chance to sleep late, except 
the twins. We hate to hurry, to have 
a schedule to keep, on Sunday. Din- 
ner is always so late when we go to 
church that there is nothing left of 
the afternoon. Even when we do get 
to Sunday school, it seems so easy 
just to say we won’t go to church 
this Sunday.” 

Even as she tried to think of rea- 
sons why there was so often an emp- 
ty pew where the Wilson family 
should have been, Jane could see the 
searching glances of Becky and David, 
and she knew that they would not 
accept her excuses. They would have 
an answer for each one. She could 
just hear them. 

“If we'd all go to bed earlier, then 
we wouldn’t have to sleep late on 
Sunday, Mother,” David would say. 

“You're always saying we will take 
time for what we really and truly 
want to do, Mother. If you’d think 
about it all week, I’ll bet getting things 
done on Sunday wouldn’t be hard, 
and why can’t we have dinner 
sooner?” Becky would add. 

“And, Mother,” that would be 
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David, “our Sunday school teacher 


' says Sunday school is not enough. 
| She says that’s studying about God, 


and church is the pldce where we 
worship Him.” 

As usual, thinking about things in 
the clear light of a child’s mind clari- 
fied the problem for Jane. Why there 
wasn’t any real reason they didn’t go 
to church except that they didn’t put 
out the final ounce of effort neces- 
sary to get them there. Their negli- 
gence was just born of so many things 
to do. 

“Next Sunday we will al/ get there 
on time for Sunday school and 
church,” she resolved, “if I have to 
spend the whole week planning a 
way to get the job done!” Having 
decided on her next step in solving 
the problem at hand, Jane fell asleep. 


Au WEEK LONG Jane 
thought of ways to make Sunday 
easier. She planned definite jobs for 
each child to do Sunday morning, 
and mentally calculated how long it 
would take for all the preparations, 
including putting the roast in the oven 
to cook, so that she would be up in 
plenty of time. 

Saturday night, when she and Tom 
sit down to catch their breath after 
the children were in bed, Tom broke 
the unaccustomed quiet. “Jane, I 
haven’t been able to shake that remark 
David made about our going to 
church. I’ve thought of it all week. 
Do you suppose,” he asked rather 
timidly, “there would be any way 
we could all manage to get there in 
the morning?” 

“To tell you the truth, dear,” re- 
plied Jane, “David’s charge made an 
impression on me too, and I’ve got 
things all figured out. I believe we 
can get there, on time, if too many 
inexpected things don’t interfere.” 

When Jane finally got her family 
settled after the opening prayer Sun- 
day morning, she looked about her. 
How strange—she had been a mem- 
ber of this church for several years, 
and yet she had never before realized 
how beautiful the building was. It 
was good to be in this quiet place 
with all kinds of people directing 
their thoughts and prayers to God. 

As she sang the hymn of praise, 
she felt within herself a glowing re- 
ponse to the music, and during the 

verse, she suddenly realized that 
she was sincere; she was really prais- 
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Christmas 


(If there had been no Easter, there 
would be no Christmas celebration 


iN 1953.) 


Because the cross 
became a tree; 
because the rock 
became a door; 
we celebrate 
return to birth; 
we kneel upon 
the humble floor. 


For this our shepherds 
sing their hymns; 
for this our Wise Men 

travel far: 
because the cross 

became a tree; 
because the stone 

became a star. 


—JEAN BURDEN in 
“The Saturday Review of 
Literature” 





ing God. Even the wiggling of the 
twins could not dull the warmth such 
praise created within her. She fol- 
lowed the morning prayer closely 
and was amazed to find how many of 
the petitions seemed directed to her 
own needs. 


Evervrame asout THE 
SERVICE seemed fresh and new; the 
sermon was even about worshiping 
God in His house. The minister said 
that there is no substitute for public 
worship, though it needs to be sup- 
plemented by private worship. He 
emphasized that we cannot expect to 
have a worship experience each Sun- 
day, but that we can expect to re- 
ceive strength and faith with which 
to face the everyday problems of 
life. The regularity with which we 
seek God is important, he stated, be- 
cause we form the habit of turning 
to God for help. Then when we are 
in real trouble we can find Him; if 
we are not well acquainted with Him, 
he may seem far away when we most 
wish we could reach Him. 
He also pointed out that the regu- 
larity of our church attendance is one 


way, but certainly not the only way, 
we indicate to children that worship- 
ing God is important. They are quick 
to sense what is of great value to us 
by noticing what is important to us 
in our daily lives. 

When the service was over, the 
benediction seemed to climax the 
feeling of peace in Jane’s heart. In 
spite of the interruptions her family 
had caused, she had had a definite 
experience of the presence of God. 


W nen THE OVEN-DINNER 
HAD BEEN SERVED, and the Wilsons 
were busy enjoying their food, Sue 
spoke, “You know, I think we all did 
a good job today. Getting up this 
morning wasn’t hard, when I knew 
exactly what I had to do, just like on 
school days, and I hope church and 
Sunday school did you as much good 
as they did me.” 

“I don’t know when a service has 
meant as much to me as that one did,” 
said Tom, “and this dinner tastes just 
as good as if you had stayed home all 
morning to cook it, Jane.” 

“Yeah, it’s good, Mom,” added 
Tommy, “and that Lewis boy, Jim, is 
coming over this afternoon. We're 
going to make some posters for Sun- 
day school next Sunday.” 

“Mother,” said Becky, “you said 
yesterday that we should make New 
Year’s resolutions, why don’t we all 
make one, and... .” 

“. .. one so we will all go to Sun- 
day school and church every Sun- 
day, unless we’re sick,” David com- 
pleted his twin’s thought. 

Since everyone agreed, Tom, with 
much prompting, carefully phrased 
the resolution and wrote it down so 
none of them would forget it. 

“Resolved: that the Wilson family 
will all attend Sunday school and 
church every Sunday in 1954, the 
Lord willing.” 

“And then we can write another 
one next year,” Becky closed the sub- 
ect. 

That night, just before she dropped 
off to sleep, Jane said a little prayer, 
“Dear God, help us to keep our reso- 
lution, and not let all the things that 
keep our hours full crowd out the 
church and Thee. Help us to find in 
public worship the door through 
which we can find Thee. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.” And then Jane slept 
the sleep of those who have put their 
minds on God, and found His peace. 

END 


17 








The Aged Stull Serve 


W: WERE IN THE PAS- 
Tor’s stupy holding a committee meet- 
ing. Persons from several churches 
were there, called together to plan an 
area conference. It being Thursday, 
and, therefore, that church’s free day, 
the building was quiet—quiet, that is, 
until suddenly we began to hear some 
banging and pounding going on at 
the far end of Fellowship Hall. 
“Oh,” said the host pastor, “I see 
you’re noticing that pounding noise. 
That’s Mr. Proctor. He’s a retired 
carpenter—can’t work a full week 
now, since he’s nearly eighty, but he 
surely can put in a good day each 
week here at the church! He comes 
in every Thursday, stops by the office 
and picks up a list of repairs needed, 
and goes to work. Most days he’s 
here till dark. He saves this church a 
lot of money—and a lot of tempers 
too, cause it used to be somebody 
was always mad about getting a suit 
torn on a protruding nail in the pew, 
or about a latch that wouldn’t fasten 
on the kitchen cabinet. I don’t know 
what we’d do without that man!” 
Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing 
if every church had a Mr. Proctor? 


Iw ANOTHER CHURCH that 
I visited I noticed the attractive, per- 
fectly prepared bulletins used for 
Sunday service. Before I commented 
on them, the director of Christian 
education remarked, “Have you no- 
ticed our bulletins? We have a very 
unusual secretary—or rather secre- 
taries. Two women who for many 
years were excellent, efficient secre- 
taries here in the city are now in 
wheel chairs with arthritis and rheu- 
matism. One is in her upper sixties 
and the other is past seventy. Two or 
three years ago they took over every 


By VIRGINIA STAFFORD 
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bit of the secretarial work in this 
church. And that’s no small matter in 
a city this size and a membership of 
nearly two thousand! All we do is 
take Dictaphone belts or material to 
copy out to them and they do the 
rest. All our financial books, mimeo- 
graphing—everything, they do. We 
couldn’t get along without them!” 

In church after church we find 
older people at work. Six ladies pre- 
pare mailings and fold the church 
bulletins. (“They save us ten dollars 
a week,” the pastor reports.) A long- 
time shut-in took several weeks “clean- 
ing up” the church roll. Many, many 
hours were spent in checking and 
double checking by phone and other- 
wise. The brass altar set in one church 
is always gleaming, thanks to the lov- 
ing care of a retired merchant. An 
84-year-old serves as his church’s 
scoutmaster and is in charge of the 
woodworking shop in his church base- 
ment. 


F cowens on nunpeens oF 
CHURCH ALTARS are vivid testimony to 
the concern, faithfulness and skill of 
many older people. The bulletin board 
and shrubbery on many a church lawn 
attest to the meticulous care of old- 
sters. 
The list stretches on and on. Here 
are more interesting things these folks 
are doing: 
yy A church news clipping service 
and scrapebook. 

yy Baby sitting individually or in 
groups on young adult night. 

yx Visiting new people. Helping them 
to become acquainted in the 
community. 

y¢ Serving as “adopted grandparents.” 
Hunting up families with young 
children far from their own 


“grand’thers” and showing them 
the attention commonly enjoyed 
when children and grandparents 
are together. 

yy Taking charge of the church li- 
brary. 

yy Supervising the vestibule book ta- 
ble on Sunday mornings. 

yy Providing cookies and other re- 
freshments for youth groups on 
Sunday nights. 

yy Visiting the sick and shut-ins. 

yy Sending church bulletins, with 
personal notes, to youth away 
from home attending college or 
in the armed services. 

yy Providing and arranging altar 
flowers. 

yy Serving as chairman of committee 
on membership. 

yy Copying and correcting church 
roll. 

yy Compiling data and writing his- 
tory of local church. 

yx Telephoning. Calling groups for 
play practices, choir rehearsals, 
changes of meeting dates, other 
announcements. 

yy Serving as block chairman. Keep- 
ing up with members of church 
family in a given geographical 
boundary and reporting signifi- 
cant information to the pastor 
or other appropriate leaders. 

3 Joining with others, active and 


shut-in, in a prayer band, with § 


a stated time for prayer each 
day. 

y¢ Teaching church school classes. 

ye Acting as hosts and hostesses on 
youth recreation nights. 

yx Keeping the altar cloths and choir 
vestments clean and in good re- 
pair. 

yy Repairing torn hymnals. 

v Taking subscriptions to church pe- 
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riodicals. (One woman in her 
upper seventies, with heart dif- 
ficulty that keeps her from stren- 
uous affairs, has built up tne 
subscription list of her denomi- 
nation’s missions magazine from 
twenty to over eight hundred! ) 

ia Writing letters to absent members, 
to youth away from home, to 
missionaries. 

jy Helping prepare suppers and other 
meals for church groups. 

jy Serving on various committees and 
councils to help plan the church’s 
work. 

jr Visiting hospitals regularly. (One 
retired minister, 87 years old, 
has so persistently and splen- 
didly visited every day in all 
the hospitals of his city, that 
now the churches are putting 
him on salary to make him the 
official church visitor.) 

yy Teaching people of various ages 
a particular skill or craft. (One 
church has a plan whereby 
everyone that has a skill shares 
it with someone who wants it. 
Classes go on every week. Thus, 
oldsters along with others are 
involved in teaching knitting, 
foreign languages, gardening, 
woodwork, short story writing, 
star study and a dozen more 
topics. ) 

ty Serving as consultant to church 
committees on matters directly 
related to the oldster’s former 
profession: architecture, finan- 
cial accounts, or publicity. 

yy Leading prayer services. Meeting 
with small groups to discuss per- 
sonal Christian living. 


There is truly no end to the list of 
things older people are doing to serve 
their churches. 


Peruars tHe Question 
comes, “Wouldn’t it be a wonderful 
thing if this church had the services 
of loyal, efficient people like many 
of these?” The obvious answer is that 
it does, very definitely. Every church 
has in its membership and constitu- 
ency many people who can help han- 
dle its affairs more efficiently; they 
can be instrumental in its making the 
om it must make on community 
ife. 

Most churches have scarcely begun 
to tap the resources available. Those 
that have sought to do so are all too 
often unaware of the variety of abili- 
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ties and experiences possessed by their 
eople. A few young couples are 
“worked to death”: the doors never 
open or close without their help. 
ey are running hither and yon, 
vainly trying to get enough hours in 
the day and energy in their bodies to 
keep up with the demands the church 
makes upon them. At the same time, 
others with equal ability but perhaps 
too much timidity to offer their serv- 
ices are sitting by, deprived of the 
joy of usefulness. 

In most cases those who are on the 
sidelines are these older people of the 
congregation. The commonly held 
idea that older people are slower and 
more tedious than others has become 
so fixed in most people’s minds that 
little opportunity for service is of- 
fered to them. Another notion—that 
there are only a few things that older 
folks can do—limits willingness of 
many church leaders to call upon 
elderly men and women. 


Tue covurcu ror rs 
OWN SAKE must wake up to what a 
mistake it is making! As we have 
seen, oldsters are far from limited in 
what they can do. Every day there is 
news of this one who has blossomed 
forth as a portrait painter; that one 
who is doing some remarkable scien- 
tific research; another whose prowess 
in business management is being turned 
to good advantage in building a new 
community hospital. 

Why cannot the church get on the 
alert, searching out the abilities of 
older people and giving them an op- 
portunity to do something useful and 
important? The church should do 
this, not only for its own sake, but 
for the supreme satisfaction it will 
give older people to be of service. 
One of the greatest needs of any per- 
sonality is to feel needed, wanted, to 
know that one is useful and impor- 
tant to others. Many an older person 
truly hungers for a chance to give 
himself in service; the church is fail- 
ing seriously when it does not help 
each one find satisfaction for that 
hunger. 

The pastor who is at times annoyed 
with the phone calls and other nu- 
merous inquiries he gets from elderly 
men and women should be aware that 
these are but reminders that the older 
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person needs attention and wants to 
be useful. 


So MUCH STRESS IS PUT 
ON sPEED these days that we have 
come to equate it with efficiency. 
There is no validity in this compari- 
son. Many a job is done poorly be- 
cause it was done in too great haste. 
A premium should be put on careful- 
ness, thoroughness, completing a task 
—rather than on a rapid turnover of 
tasks accomplished. 

However, the idea that older peo- 
ple in general are slower—or more 
conservative—or less original—or any- 
thing else than other people is rap- 
idly being disproved. They are just 
folks like everybody else, with 
scarcely any difference except more 
time on their hands and more expe- 
rience to draw on. 

That extra time and reservoir of 
experience can be turned to good ac- 
count in the life of the church. Now 
in retirement with the skills of the 
years at his fingertips, the older per- 
son can enter what Elton Trueblood 
refers to as his “other vocation,” an- 
swering the call of the church to a 
new life work, a new ministry.* 

In reviewing the list given here, 
what are the services for which older 
people are best fitted? Generally 
speaking, those that are related to 
past experiences in some way; those 


* Elton Trueblood: Your Other Vocation, 








































that take natural interests into ac- 
count; those that are within the time 
and financial limits of the individual’s 
daily life; those that avoid conflict 
with the individual’s family situation; 
those that do not physically overtax 
the individual. 


How may pestres anv 
ABILITIES BE DISCOVERED? 1. From their 
conversation. Teachers of adult classes, 
the pastor, middle-aged sons and 
daughters of oldsters; everyone who 
contacts older folks regularly hears 
them relate past successes and present 
interests. Often it is profitable to lis- 
ten to the criticisms oldsters give; 
they do not “harp on” things they’re 
not interested in. 2. Get a group to- 
gether. Let the pastor or other leader 
share some of the service needs of 
the church. Ask for volunteers. 3. Dis- 
tribute a questionnaire, giving each 
person opportunity to express his in- 
terests. Such a questionnaire should 
give opportunity to indicate not only 
what the person can already do but 
(a) what he would be willing to learn 
to do and (b) the time he will have 
available. A personal visit or very 
friendly letter should accompany the 
questionnaire. 


Tue VARIOUS ORGANIZA- 
TIONS OF THE CHURCH may need to 
provide transportation at times to get 
folks to the church or other point 
where service is needed. A regular 
plan should be worked out so there 
will be a sense of security. 

These organizations will also be 
helpful in discovering persons who 
can train an older person to do that 
which he has not yet the skill to do. 
This is a most important feature, for 
there are psychological and practical ] 
values in helping an elderly person 
learn something new. 

This is one of the most challenging 
opportunities any church can accept. 
Youth and young adults have long 
had the thrill of sharing in the 
church’s work. It is high time that 
older people be given the same privi- 
lege. Nationally and internationally 
oldsters are depended upon for tre- 
mendous tasks. They have proven 
their worth. No group less experi 
enced could accomplish so much. The 
church can do no greater thing than 
discover and make use of that greaty 
treasure which now rests often un- 
noticed in its midst. END 
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Penuaps YOU REMEMBER: 


God is great, and God is good, 
And we thank Him for this food; 
By His bounty are all men fed, 
And we thank Him for this bread. 


Or do you remember: 


Come, Lord Jesus, and be our guest. 


And bless the food provided for us. 


Or perhaps the grace said at the table in your child 
hood home was some other verse or hymn which ha 
lingered with you through the years. The menus of 
the long ago, and even the mealtime squabbles between 
brother and sister fade away in the distance, but not 
the mealtime sharing in praise and thanksgiving to 
God. Grace said at your family table will remain as 


Hearthstone, May 1952. 



















GRACE AT 


THE TABLE 








one of the foundation stones of your 
continuing growth of spirit, and as a 
source of enrichment of your inner 
life. 

Our parents, when they led us in 
the familiar ritual of grace, were 
providing more than a mere tem- 
porary example to us as children. In 
fact, they were contributing much to 
our permanent faith. A point to be 
kept in mind by present-day fathers 
and mothers is that the hour of break- 
ing bread together as a family unit is 
one of great susceptibility on the part 
of all who are sharing at the table, 
a time of relaxation and enjoyment in 
comradeship which offers a rare oasis 
in the hurried rush of modern life. 
Wise families who are working at 
their Christianity will study to make 
the most of this golden opportunity. 
And how is it to be done most 
effectively? 


W war ts race at 1a- 
BLE? Grace is the old word for thanks 
which has carried down through the 
years and is now used, almost exclu- 
sively, as the designation for a little 
verse, an unrehearsed prayer, or a 
hymn to be used as an expression of 
thanksgiving to God for food pro- 
vided at the table. The custom has 
its roots in the long ago when men 
realized more keenly than now that, 
except for the goodness of God in 
sending rain and sunshine and work- 
ing through the processes of nature, 
there would be famine in the land. 
Now, because food comes to many 
tables so indirectly from the source 
of supply, there is all the more rea- 
son to make some recognition of 
man’s dependence upon the Creator 
for sustenance. 

The two verses quoted at the be- 
ginning of this article are examples 
of ready-made graces which have 
become traditional. Others may be 
picked up when members of the fam- 
ily visit in other homes, where verses 
may be heard which have come down 
into American homes with other na- 
tional or racial backgrounds. Indeed, 
so seldom is the same grace heard that 
it will be easy for an alert family to 
gather a good collection of graces for 
use in their own home. 

Many hymns are adapted for “sing- 
ing graces,” for example: 


The Doxology. 

“Come, Ye Thankful People.” 

“Lord of All, to Thee We Raise.” 

“Lord, We Thank Thee Who Hast 
Made the Earth.” 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds Our 
Hearts.” 


In addition to standard graces and 
hymns, a search through a book of 
religious verse will disclose many new 
stanzas rich in possibility. 


Many ramus are In A 
RUT in their choice of the grace they 
say at their table. One verse, one 
hymn, or a little poem may be used 
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three times a day in the same way 
until the custom becomes meaning- 
less, and simply something which 
“Christian” people do as opposed to 
more “heathen” families. Variety in 
content and method will add fresh- 
ness and importance to this part of 
mealtime. 

As a beginning toward variety of 
content, one grace could be selected 
for breakfast, one for lunch, and one 
for dinner. This would insure at least 
some alertness to what was being said. 
After the family becomes accustomed 
to using these three graces, there may 
be a branching out into something 
more ambitious. Graces appropriate 
for the various holidays, especially for 





church holy days, such as Easter and 
Christmas, will add to the significance 
of the occasion. Also, the family 
might prefer to choose twelve graces 
for the year, to be changed monthly, 
each one to be worded aptly for the 
season at hand. 


V antery OF METHOD will 
come easily after the content has been 
varied. Here, again, the members of 
the family may gain new ideas by 
observation in other homes, just as 
they found new graces by watching 
others. Another good way to obtain 
variety in method is to give the chil- 
dren turns in saying the grace, al- 
though the parents and other adults 
in the family circle ought not be be 
skipped over completely. A change 
from a spoken grace to a singing grace 
might well be a frequent practice. 
Some families add to the fellowship 
of the thanksgiving by standing and 
joining hands as they repeat or sing 
the grace in unison. On a birthday it 
could be understood that it is the spe- 
cial privilege of the celebrant to ask 
the blessings for the day. 

For further variety, the grace might 
sometimes be delayed until after the 
meal; surely thanksgiving is just as 
appropriate after eating as before, al- 
though grace before “meat” serves as 
the proper pause that adds dignity and 
prevents a very hungry boy or girl 
from starting in on his serving before 
the others are ready. 


Is ALL THIS VARIETY it is 
well to keep in mind that some family 
groups are made up of widely diver- 
gent ages. The age range may extend 
from a preschool child to a grand- 
parent. Participation in and under- 
standing of the grace is the right of 
every member if the custom is to have 
meaning for all. This, of course, will 
be difficult. However, by keeping the 
grace, simple in families where there 
are small children, and by dramatizing 
the act by taking hold of hands or by 
singing, something can be done. 

Also, as the years fly by, the table 
blessings should be brought up to the 
new age levels. It will be a fascinating 
thing for the older ones in the group 
to watch the development of the 
younger ones as they respond to 
changes. When the method of “tak- 
ing turns” is used, the youngest mem- 
ber may have his own little grace, 


(See page 30) 
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one of the foundation stones of your 
continuing growth of spirit, and as a 
source of enrichment of your inner 
life. 

Our parents, when they led us in 
the familiar ritual of grace, were 
providing more than a mere tem- 
porary example to us as children. In 
fact, they were contributing much to 
our permanent faith. A point to be 
kept in mind by present-day fathers 
and mothers is that the hour of break- 
ing bread together as a family unit is 
one of great susceptibility on the part 
of all who are sharing at the table, 
a time of relaxation and enjoyment in 
comradeship which offers a rare oasis 
in the hurried rush of modern life. 
Wise families who are working at 
their Christianity will study to make 
the most of this golden opportunity. 
And how is it to be done most 
effectively? 


W war ts Grace ar 1a- 
BLE? Grace is the old word for thanks 
which has carried down through the 
years and is now used, almost exclu- 
sively, as the designation for a little 
verse, an unrehearsed prayer, or a 
hymn to be used as an expression of 
thanksgiving to God for food pro- 
vided at the table. The custom has 
its roots in the long ago when men 
realized more keenly than now that, 
except for the goodness of God in 
sending rain and sunshine and work- 
ing through the processes of nature, 
there would be famine in the land. 
Now, because food comes to many 
tables so indirectly from the source 
of supply, there is all the more rea- 
son to make some recognition of 
man’s dependence upon the Creator 
for sustenance. 

The two verses quoted at the be- 
ginning of this article are examples 
of ready-made graces which have 
become traditional. Others may be 
picked up when members of the fam- 
ily visit in other homes, where verses 
may be heard which have come down 
into American homes with other na- 
tional or racial backgrounds. Indeed, 
so seldom is the same grace heard that 
it will be easy for an alert family to 
gather a good collection of graces for 
use in their own home. 

Many hymns are adapted for “sing- 
ing graces,” for example: 


The Doxology. 

“Come, Ye Thankful People.” 

“Lord of All, to Thee We Raise.” 

“Lord, We Thank Thee Who Hast 
Made the Earth.” 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds Our 
Hearts.” 


In addition to standard graces and 
hymns, a search through a book of 
religious verse will disclose many new 
stanzas rich in possibility. 


Maxy FAMILIES ARE IN A 
ruT in their choice of the grace they 
say at their table. One verse, one 
hymn, or a little poem may be used 
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three times a day in the same way 
until the custom becomes meaning- 
less, and simply something which 
“Christian” people do as opposed to 
more “heathen” families. Variety in 
content and method will add fresh- 
ness and importance to this part of 
mealtime. 

As a beginning toward variety of 
content, one grace could be selected 
for breakfast, one for lunch, and one 
for dinner. This would insure at least 
some alertness to what was being said. 
After the family becomes accustomed 
to using these three graces, there may 
be a branching out into something 
more ambitious. Graces appropriate 
for the various holidays, especially for 


church holy days, such as Easter and 
Christmas, will add to the significance 
of the occasion. Also, the family 
might prefer to choose twelve graces 
for the year, to be changed monthly, 
each one to be worded aptly for the 
season at hand. 


V anery OF METHOD will 
come easily after the content has been 
varied. Here, again, the members of 
the family may gain new ideas by 
observation in other homes, just as 
they found new graces by watching 
others. Another good way to obtain 
variety in method is to give the chil- 
dren turns in saying the grace, al- 
though the parents and other adults 
in the family circle ought not be be 
skipped over completely. A change 
from a spoken grace to a singing grace 
might well be a frequent practice. 
Some families add to the fellowship 
of the thanksgiving by standing and 
joining hands as they repeat or sing 
the grace in unison. On a birthday it 
could be understood that it is the spe- 
cial privilege of the celebrant to ask 
the blessings for the day. 

For further variety, the grace might 
sometimes be delayed until after the 
meal; surely thanksgiving is just as 
appropriate after eating as before, al- 
though grace before “meat” serves as 
the proper pause that adds dignity and 
prevents a very hungry boy or girl 
from starting in on his serving before 
the others are ready. 


iE ALL THIS VARIETY it is 
well to keep in mind that some family 
groups are made up of widely diver- 
gent ages. The age range may extend 
from a preschool child to a grand- 
parent. Participation in and under- 
standing of the grace is the right of 
every member if the custom is to have 
meaning for all. This, of course, will 
be difficult. However, by keeping the 
grace \ simple in families where there 
are small children, and by dramatizing 
the act by taking hold of hands or by 
singing, something can be done. 
Also, as the years fly by, the table 
blessings should be brought up to the 
new age levels. It will be a fascinating 
thing for the older ones in the group 
to watch the development of the 
younger ones as they respond to 
changes. When the method of “tak- 
ing turns” is used, the youngest mem- 
ber may have his own little grace, 
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Psalms We Sing from Our Hymnal 


“Praise the Lord’’—Psalm 148 


psalm raises a hymn of praise to God. It is 
worship in its purest and most objective form. 
Here is thought of the greatness and wonder and 
power and glory and goodness of God. This hymn 
arises from a heart that gives its praise with forget- 
fulness of self to God, the Almighty, the Creator. 
The psalmist begins with a stanza that suggests 
one of the pictures of the great white throne from 
the Book of Revelation, as the angelic hosts and the 
representatives of the powers of nature cast their 
crowns before that throne and shout their hymns of 
glowing praise to the eternal God. He calls upon 
all the powers of nature, the sun and moon, and all 
the heavenly bodies, to give praise to God. His 
wonder in the presence of God enables him to speak 
of God whose word is unfailing and whose laws are 
unbroken as all the heavenly bodies obey the com- 
mands by which He set them in their place and by 
which they move. 
AS THE HEAVENLY BODIES are Called upon to give 
praise to the Lord, so also the earth and all the 
creatures of the earth, all the elements, the moun- 
tains and the seas, the beasts, both wild and tame, 
the creeping things and those that fly. And as these 
portions of creation are challenged to give their 
praise to God, so also are the human inhabitants of 
earth called upon to render their praise—the in- 
habitants of the earth, whatever their estate, what- 
ever their condition, whatever their age, kings and 
lesser people, the aged and the his all praise 
‘the name of the Lord. The psalmist sings the great- 
ness and wonder of God’s creative power and His 
grace also, that He is the Saviour of His people, 
raising up a horn for them, bringing them redemp- 
tion, that He who is the Lord of all and high above 
all things is yet the Lord who is near to His people. 
The hymn, “Praise the Lord: ye heavens, adore 
him,” is not a translation but a very loose paraphrase 
of the psalm, expressing in similar words but in its 
own fashion and order the glorious worship of God. 
Both the psalm and the hymn are anonymous. The 
psalm was probably written after the return from 
exile for use in the services of the second temple 
in Jerusalem. 
THE HYMN MAKES ITS FIRST appearance in a col- 
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lection for the use of a foundling hospital in the 
city of London. Outsiders looking upon the Temple 
of Zerubbabel and on the company that gathered 
there for worship must have thought that it was 
a bare and barren place, and that it was a rather 
woebegone assemblage. These returned exiles were 
not able to build a temple of the magnificence of 
that which Solomon had erected, nor that which 
later was to be erected on this spot by Herod. They 
had come from exile to try as pioneers to build 
for themselves a city where their ancestors had 
lived those years before, and yet from their circum- 
stance their hearts pour out this hymn of praise to 
God, the God who was near them, the God of 
power and wonder. 

So also those who looked upon the circumstance 
of those children of the foundling hospital in Lon- 
don where first the hymn was sung, must have had 
somewhat the same feelings. They were, these 
children, foundlings, illegitimate, but it seems almost 
certain that they were the ones who sang it first, 
and lifting their childish voices from this rather 
unlikely circumstance, they gave their praise to 
God. 

So it is always if people look toward God, if they 
see the wonder and majesty and glory and righteous- 
ness of His being. He overcomes their immediate 
surroundings. He gives them assurance of His salva- 
tion. They find in Him the promise that gives hope 
and, though that circumstances be mean or meager, 
they can with exultant heart give praise to God. 
Over all creation, over heaven and earth, is the name 
of the Lord, the exalted Lord of all. This Lord of all 
is a Lord who is present with His congregation, 
who is present in their worship, who lifts up His 
loyal people, and whatever the circumstance those 
who look up to God have quickened within them 
the spirit of courage and of hope, and have called 
forth from them their adoration and their praise. 
This Lord of heaven and earth is the Lord of the 
returning exile, and the Lord of the foundling child. 
This same Lord of heaven and earth is our Lord, 
and so we lift our hearts in praise to him: “Praise 
the Lord.” 

—D. P. McoGEACHY, JR. 
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 








BY EWING GALLOWAY, N.Y. 


Many vears aco, a very 
learned Roman said that the family is 
the “nursery of the state.” What 
Cicero said two thousand years ago 
is still true. For an example of this, 
look at the family in a country like 
Russia. Certainly there, if any of the 
reports are acceptable, “the nursery 
of the state” is truly in the home. In 
such countries the state tells the fam- 
ily what to do and the home what it 
cannot do. In this way children grow 
up knowing nothing else but the 
state. It is the authority that towers 
over the home, and discourages the 
family from thinking of the Church. 

Since the Communists have taken 
over China, the family is subordi- 
nated to the state, and children are 
no longer taught to respect older 
people. 

On the opposite side of the picture, 
we have the record of the ancient 
Hebrews and the orthodox Jews of 
our time. With those people religion 
is not a separate compartment of life; 
it is life. The home starts the child’s 
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education in and with the Torah. 

So long as we have the Christian 
home in our land, we need to assume 
the influence which will direct the 
children toward the Christian way of 
living. We can still make our homes 
not only the “nursery of the state,” 
but also the Christian nursery. 


Tue MID-CENTURY WHITE 
HOUSE CONFERENCE on Children and 
Youth stressed anew the effect of en- 
vironment on the developing per- 
sonality of the child. Demeaning pov- 
erty, racial discrimination, inadequate 
health service, these conditions are 
handicapping to the child’s welfare. 
The Conference went on record as 
saying that “He [child] must integrate 
his life around some ethical or reli- 


gious concepts.” It follows as night 
the day that children should be given 
the fundamentals of these concepts 
in the “nursery.” That is, parents are 
expected to exert an influence in the 
home for the child’s sake. 

The Christian concept of the fam- 
ily is the backbone of democracy, 
and what we so proudly call the 
American Way. God made provisions 
for the family before He established 
the church. But when the church was 
established it fitted into and worked 
with the home and the family. Mary 
the Mother of Jesus glorified mother- 
hood. Jesus spent the major part of 
his earthly existence in the home 
Mary and Joseph provided for Him. 
In His three years of teaching and 
preaching, Jesus enjoyed the family. 
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We find Him visiting families. It 
could not be for nothing that His 
first recorded miracle took place at 
qa marriage feast. 


Iw OUR DAY NOT EVERY 
HoME where the children are fed and 
clothed properly sends forth children 
an honor to the parents, or worthy 
citizens in God’s great commonwealth. 
We have learned that there is some- 
thing to rearing children into whole- 
some personalities other than the 
proper diet and the necessary cloth- 
ing. The home environment should 
encourage their feeling a sense of se- 
curity. It must be the nursery that 
furnishes them the right ethical and 
religious concepts. And those con- 
cepts are best acquired through the 
example of the adults. 

We have to admit, unhappily, there 
are many forces in our country which 
are at work to diminish the influence 
of the family, if not to destroy it. 
Some of these forces bore from 
within, and some crush through from 
the outside. In some sections of the 
country reports show divorce rates 
alarmingly high. In the decade just 
ended, the increase in illegitimate chil- 
dren was alarming. 

Doesn’t it seem stupid that in a 
Christian land, where the Bible is 
read in at least a few homes, where 
the radio carries Christian messages 
regularly, where the Gospel is 
preached from thousands of pulpits, 
and where at least some children at- 
tend Sunday school, we have a dis- 
turbing number of people getting 
their patterns for marriage from Hol- 
lywood? In many cities and in some 
churches, we find marriage counsel- 
ing. In many public schools and in 
several colleges, we have courses in 
family life education. Yet, we throw 
aside our instruction, we ignore the 
warnings of statistics, and turn the 
family into nothing more than a shell 
of its former self. 


Pau ADMONISHES HUS- 
BANDS AND WIvEs and children to ex- 
pect and to show love for one an- 
other. The obedience that comes 
from love is not slavish, but lovely. 
It is so living that we seem to know 
beforehand what the one we love 
expects of us. It is the kind of obedi- 
ence that gives joy to the one obeying 
no less than to the one obeyed. Fur- 
thermore, it is the kind of love that 
8 willing to forgive the one who has 
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CALVIN T. RYAN, author of this article, 
has written and lectured in the field of 
child psychology for the last 20 years. 
A native of Maryland, with degrees from 
Harvard, he has been head of the Lan- 
guages Department of Nebraska State 
Teachers College, at Kearney, since 1928. 








inadvertently done something con- 
trary to our wishes. But it is also the 
kind of love that refuses to be pos- 
sessive, for we want the wife, the 
husband, the children to be them- 
selves, not pe crag upon any pat- 
tern or list of “do’s and don’t’s” laid 
down by another. When such love 
permeates a family there is an influ- 
ence felt for the good, and the chil- 
dren of such a family have an en- 
vironmental background that will en- 
able them to grow into maturity with 
wholesome personalities. 

True enough, the older patriarchal 


family with Father as dictator and 


executioner is giving way to the more 
democratically run family, where 
each member has his rights, and each 
respects the other’s rights. Of course 
we should not conclude that our 
grandfathers did not love their fami- 
lies, or that they did not love them 
so much as the modern father loves 
his. On the contrary, we have much 
proof that Grandfather simply acted 
out the part expected of him, often 
tempering justice with mercy. He was 
with his family more than modern 
life often permits fathers to be with 
theirs. In some homes, conditions are 
such that children grow up with the 
possibility of too much mothering 
and not enough fathering. Both boys 
and girls should grow up with a fa- 
ther “image” in their lives, and, if 
possible, girls need this “image” even 
more than boys. 


Tu KIND OF HOME, in 
the end, will be determined more by 
what it stands for than it will be by 
where and when the father works. 
Regardless of these external condi- 
tions, the father can still be an influ- 
ence in the home. So can the mother. 
The pattern agreed upon and lived 
up to will be what will shape the 
lives of the members of that home. 

Quoting again from the outcome of 


the Mid-Century White House Con- 
ference, we are told, “Parents’ ability 
to grant children the kind of auton- 
omy Americans think desirable de- 
pends in part on the way they are 
treated as employees and citizens... . 
Much of the shame and doubt aroused 
in children result from the indignity 
and uncertainty that are an expres- 
sion of parents’ frustrations in love 
and work.” 

Unfortunately we have men who 
have influence in their place of busi- 
ness, or even in their community, 
but who are without it in their own 
homes! Such a condition works a 
hardship on the children. A teacher 
in a Chicago school writes, “Oh, the 
children are obedient enough, but I 
can see that they do not do the right 
because of their home training in 
the better things. They obey through 
fear, not love.” Such children, more 
than likely, come from homes where 
the parents, one or the other, do not 
exert the right influence. Either they 
totally neglect their children, or else 
they control them through fear. That 
way lies disaster. 


Bonowe FEAR into the 
lives of children is always dangerous. 
Such children grow up to obey the 
law so long as the policeman is in 
sight, but they will have none of 
that finer sense of obedience through 
respect or love. Long ago, Plato said 
that children should be taught “to 
feel pain and pleasure at the right 
things.” That is, they must be given 
a sense of what is right and what is 
just. They must be taught there is a 
higher and a lower, a good and a bad. 
The good should give them pleasure; 
the bad should give them pain. Such 
training is the basis of ethics. 

Ethics begins in etiquette, and eti- 
quette is part of the home training. 
The road hog endangers life not 

(See page 4o) 








Young Congo Christian 


businessman gives God 





Is THE TWENTIETH VERSE 
OF THE SIXTH CHAPTER OF MATTHEW, 
Jesus Himself shows us how to handle 
our possessions. He says, “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven.” To 
lay up treasures for yourself in heaven 
means two things: 


(1) To put your offering faithfully 
into God’s box in order that the Good 
News may be scattered abroad among 
all the peoples of the earth. 


(2) To help those who really are in 
need, without other means of sub- 
sistence, whether they be friend or 
enemy, the truly poor! 

Money placed in God’s box or 
given to good causes for the relief 
of suffering glorifies our Father. Such 
money is not thrown away as it is 
when we spend it on strong drink, 
cigarettes and other worthless things. 
Such money is being placed in God’s 
savings account, as Jesus shows us in 
Matthew 6:21: “Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.” 


A rents oF ALL WE HAVE 

IS RIGHTFULLY Gop’s. He it is who has 
created all things and has voluntarily 
given them to us. It is He who gives 
us the strength and the wisdom to ac- 
quire possessions. He does not ask that 
we return everything to Him, He asks 
only for one thing in ten! When we 
give that one franc out of ten, He 
wants us to give it joyfully and with 
gratitude, together with the glad giv- 
ing of our own hearts and lives. When 
we follow His command in this way, 
the status of our possessions does not 
remain static, He heaps more on top! 
When we give a tithe of our pos- 
sessions we will not become poor and 


By SIMON NKASHAMA 


Simon Nkashama is a young Congo 
Christian, a member of the Luebo 
church, with a prosperous business 
of his own—one who tithes whole- 
heartedly. 


starve to death. There are those 
among us who have tested this promise 
of God’s, to see whether it is true or 
not, and they are never hungry, 
neither do they go around naked. 


Ore TITHE CAN MAKE POs- 
sisLE the real establishment of the 
Christian Church here in the Kasai 
region of the Belgian Congo. Our 
tithe can clothe and feed the ministers 
who minister to us spiritually. This 
thing of tithing is not a new thing. 
The Israelites of long ago gave their 





Important 


To give Southern Presbyterians 
all viewpoints regarding the im- 
portant question of church union, 
Survey has asked three outstand- 
ing men of our Church to put 
down in writing the whole story, as 
they see it. Dr. T. K. Young writes 
from the standpoint of the history 
of the movement to reunite the 
northern and southern branches of 
Presbyterians. Dr. Charles King 
presents the arguments in favor of 
union, and Dr. Nelson Bell pre- 
sents the arguments against union. 

You owe it to yourself and to 
your Church to read these en- 
lightening articles in the January 
PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY. 














One Frane out of Ten! 


tithes in order to care for their min- 
isters, those of the tribe of Levi. 

The great failing of us Congo Chris- 
tians is that we depend on our mis- 
sionaries, always thinking to ourselves, 
“The Christians of the foreign land 
will send us the means to establish and 
support our Church!” But that is no 
longer true! God now expects the 
Christians of the Belgian Congo to 
bear for ourselves the burden of our 
own Church, to care for our own 
evangelists, to fill His box to over- 
flowing that we may send the Good 
News to other places which still re- 
main without it. 


Tue curistians or THE 
FOREIGN LANDS have finished the great 
debt they owed by sending us mis- 
sionaries, building churches and hos- 
pitals for us. Now it is we who have 
the debt which we can only pay back 
by doing this same service for others. 
Our missionaries and the Church 
which sent them to us expect us to do 
for others what they have done for 
us! 

When our friends rejoice at the 
birth of a new babe, we do not hesi- 
tate to give a gift. When the members 
of our sporting clubs ask us for con- 
tributions, we do not hesitate to help 
out. And we don’t give just a measly 
little half-franc piece either! And yet 
when we go to church, that is exactly 
what we think a sufficient amount to 
put into God’s box! Is that true 
giving? 

My friends, let us consider well and 
try to make the Kingdom of God 
grow on this earth through our giv- 
ing and through our living. Let us 
give and live with joy and with 
thanksgiving in our hearts! END 
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Mrs. McAlpine leads Bible study at Hino Sanitorium. 





uf 


Ishimizu San reads Bible at Prefectural Hospital. 


Gifu, Japan 


The Case of Miss San 


By PAULINE S. McALPINE 


Mrs. J. A. McAlpine 
Evangelistic missionary 


Gifu, Japan 


Tue FRONT DOORBELL 
RANG. It was eight o’clock in the eve- 
nng of a long, tiring day, and I’m 
afraid my first reaction was, “Oh dear, 
not another person with problems!” 
The unexpected guest, however, 
turned out to be Hiraguri San from 
Gero, up in the mountains of Gifu 
Prefecture. She had been to the hos- 
pital for a routine checkup, and 
brought the wonderful news that 
X-rays showed her to be completely 


over her long siege with tuberculosis 
of the back, 
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I found it hard to recognize in the 
well-dressed, apparently robust young 
woman the pallid invalid I had first 
met three years ago in the T.B. Ward 
of the Prefectural Hospital. In the 
four-bed room that day, when we 
opened our Testaments to begin our 
Bible study, stood two women in- 
ternes, both won to Christ during 
their medical training at the hospital. 
It was one of those Christian internes, 
Kakami San, who had begged me to 
go and see Hiraguri San, who was an 
old friend of hers from Gero. As we 


began to sing a hymn, nurses, nurses’ 
aides, and ambulatory patients began 
crowding into the room and looking 
in through the doors. Before that 
first Bible study period was over, we 
had a sizable crowd there. 


From THAT SMALL BE- 
GINNING, what definite results have we 
to show? First, Hiraguri San’s bap- 
tism in the hospital. After she had 
studied for about a year, Mr. Mc- 
Alpine, Mr. Date, our Kano Church 
pastor, and one of the elders of the 
church questioned her on her faith 
and belief, decided that she was ready 
for baptism, and administered the rite 
as she lay on her hospital bed. The 
following Easter, she was dismissed 
from the hospital and went back to 
Gero to begin her convalescence. 
Since then she has become one of the 
pillars of the tiny church there, and 
one of the mainstays of the Sunday 
school. So the tiny light which was 
kindled in her heart three years ago 
has now touched more than a hun- 
dred other hearts. 

But that is not all. During the three 
years’ period, we have continued a 
systematic, quiet visitation program 
in the T.B. wards of the hospital, dis- 
tributing monthly our religious publi- 
cation, “The Christian Clarion,” and 
other helpful literature. At Christ- 
mas time and on Children’s Day, we 
have taken flowers, cards and other 
small gifts. We have provided New 
Testaments for all who have ex- 
pressed a desire for them and have as- 
sured us that they will read them 
faithfully and prayerfully. And now, 
as a result of the seed which has been 
sown, we have a bimonthly meeting 
of T.B. patients which is attended 
by about fifteen patients, two of 
whom have definitely asked for bap- 
tism, and others are earnestly seeking. 


Nor DOES THE STORY END 
HERE. The work at the Prefectural 
Hospital was so challenging and in- 
teresting that we felt we must attempt 
evangelizing the sick in other big 
hospitals as well. Consequently, a simi- 
lar visitation and Christian literature 
distribution program has begun in five 
additional hospitals and sanatoriums 
in and near Gifu. 

In four of these, we have bimonthly 
Bible classes, as at the Prefectural 
Hospital. These classes are attended 
by an average of fifteen patients— 

(See page 41) 
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Partners in Stewardship in 


MEXICO 


By EDSON AND SYDNEY JOHNSON 


Cuernavaca, Mexico 


Asour two AND A HALF 
HouR’s DRIVE south of Mexico City, in 
the small town of Tezoyuca, stands 
a small Presbyterian church. The 
members of this church number about 
20 or 25 depending on how many 
relatives are visiting the two principal 
families. For a living these families 
must depend entirely upon the success 
of the sugar cane crop. They do raise 
some animals such as chickens and 
pigs that help out a little in case the 
cane crop fails. 


One of the families has for a num- 
ber of years opened its house to the 
congregation for a meeting place. 
Every Sunday they gather for Sunday 
school and worship service. During 
the school year a ministerial student 
comes from the Seminary in Mexico 





Mae ee 


Young and old helped to build their new church building at Tezoyuca. 
Little fellow on top is as proud of it as his elders! 


ea el i # 


City to help with the adult Bible class 
and with the worship. 

While the Hernandez family shared 
their home with the congregation, 
they and the Quevedo family have 
joined in saving all the pesos they 
could so that someday they might 
build a chapel, a meeting place big 
enough to invite others to worship 
with them. Through the years of 1951 
and 1952 they saved their money and 
by January of 1953 they had 6000 
pesos, equivalent to $700. This en- 
titled them to receive a grant of 3000 
pesos from a fund provided by the 
Program of Progress to be used to 
aid congregations in building new 
churches and chapels. 


Since EARLY SPRING when 
the “corner rock” was put down for a 


The Hernandez family home, where they and the Quevedos and both 
families’ friends and relatives worshipped for a number of years. 


foundation, construction has been pro- 
ceeding at a good pace. The people 
are very happy with their new build- 
ing. They have proved that one small 
group of people, willing to dedicate 
time—for they themselves did much 
of the labor—and money which they 
had received from the sale of their 
sugar cane, can build a place of wor- 
ship that others may know of the 
risen Saviour. 

This small congregation is just one 
example of what has been done by 
faithful stewards in churches large 
and small in the area south and west 
of Mexico City where our Church 
is at work. During the three years 
the plan for assisting in church con- 
struction has been in effect, about 40 
congregations have been given aid for 
building and repairing their churches. 
The original fund established was 
$10,000. Of this more than $6000 has 
been used and projects have been 
approved which will use the balance. 

In each case the congregation re- 
ceiving aid has had to raise an amount 
equal to, twice as much, or three times 
as much (depending on its size) as 
is provided from funds from the 
United States. This means that not 
only have Presbyterians north and 
south of the border worked together 
but they as a congregation have had 
to work together and plan for the as- 
sembling of the money and materials. 
As they have worked together they 
have grown spiritually and _ have 
learned valuable lessons in being 
stewards for the advancement of the 
Kingdom. END 
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Evangelism 


Among the Indians of Brazil 


QOpeuanaces SOMETIMES 
ARE NOT PLANNED BY MEN; they come 
into existence through necessity as 
God’s way of taking care of His chil- 
dren. This was the case of Caiua In- 
dian Orphanage. The original plan 
of the Mission includes agricultural, 
medical, educational, and evangelistic 
work, But as Dr. Maxwell of the 
East Brazil Mission began traveling 
through the jungle with the Good 
News he would occasionally run 
across small Indian children left aban- 
doned by the wayside. One by one, 
and sometimes in droves, children 
were brought into the safety of the 
Caiua Indian Mission, because there 
was no other place for them. 

The Caiua Indian Orphanage has 
grown steadily from a thatched lean-to 
shelter to its present building caring 
for 80 children. They receive primary 
school education equivalent to that in 
Rio de Janeiro. The Indian Mission 
church organized three years ago now 
has more than a hundred members 
to guide the children spiritually. 
There also is a small clinic at the Mis- 
sion and for more serious illness the 
Dr. and Mrs. Goldsby King Memorial 
Hospital of the East Brazil Mission 
can be reached in less than an hour 
by horse. There is a farm where the 
older boys can learn modern agricul- 
ture; here they raise a large part of 
the food supply of the Mission. 

The federal inspector on a recent 
Visit to the Mission stated that he 
wants on each of the reservations 
under his control a primary school 
like the one at the Mission. The part 
of the Mission that the children love 
the most is the dining hall and kitchen 
unit. Before Dr. Maxwell’s death he 
sated that at his own funeral he did 
not want any flowers. A greater con- 
tnibution in memory of him was made 
by sending money to the Indian Mis- 


sion to build the much-needed dining 
room, 


| | sags A MISSIONARY 
to. a small tribe of 100 Indians near the 
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By JOHN M. STOUT 


Missienary, Dourados, Brazil 


Amazon River heard of the Caiua In- 
dian Mission and came to southern 
Mato Grosso to visit it. Leaving, he 
said that for many years their own 
mission had been trying to reach a 
small, important Amazon group with 
not much success. He said that 
through these years they have been 
trying to reach the tribe through the 
older members, but since visiting the 
Caiua Indian Mission Orphanage he is 
hopeful of reaching them through the 
children. 


Last year at the Evangelical Indian 
Convention, the second to be held 
exclusively for the Indians of South 
America, more than 125 found Christ. 
The children of the orphanage were 
telling other children Bible stories, 
teaching them to sing, helping with 
the cooking and construction work, 
wanting to show others the love they 
had found. Nowhere is there a greater 
opportunity to put love into action 
than through the Caiua Indian Mis- 
sion Orphanage, a part of the co- 
operative missionary work of the Pres- 
byterian Church of the United States. 

END 





parents and friends. 
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with vigor and clarity. 


tian’s Mission. 





Christian Student Sunday 


N Sunpay, December 27, thousands of Presby- 
terian students will be attending services of 
Christian worship in their home towns with their 


The General Assembly urges each congregation to 
observe this Sunday aS STUDENT SUNDAY throughout the 


Let the Gospel of God’s love in Christ be preached 


Let special recognition be given students present. 

Let students report the ministry of the Church to 
them through the Westminster Fellowship and con- 
gregation in the town where they attend college. 

Let information be distributed telling of the synod’s 
program of ministry to students throughout the synod. 

Commission those students who will leave for the 
Fifth Quadrennial Convention of the Church meeting 
in Auburn, Alabama, under the theme: The Chris- 


December 27 





























GRACE AT THE TABLE 





(From page 22) 

whereas the older ones may use a 
more advanced form. This will give a 
sense of proprietorship to the younger 
children, or each will have his “own” 
blessing which the family receives 
only through him. And he will try 
to memorize the harder verses or 
hymns of the others as a matter of 
pride until he can take over. 


S peaxine OF THE EFFORT 
which younger children will make to 
memorize the grace said by older peo- 
ple brings up the problem of how 
advisable it is to use memorized pray- 
ers, even at table. One father who 
had watched a church demonstration 
of family worship criticized the use 
of the Lord’s Prayer. His contention 
was that the family circle should be a 
place where the prayers are personal 
and from the heart if they are to 
send the family away refreshed and 
strengthened. Of course there is much 
truth to that position, but there are 
two sides to the problem. 

In favor of memorized forms of 
graces (which include Bible verses, 
traditional graces, and hymn stanzas) 
is the undeniable fact that the younger 
people can join in, whereas it is dif- 
ficult for them to formulate their own 
spontaneous prayers. Too, the use of 
a form affords a valuable opportunity 
for unison expression which would 
not occur when one member of the 
family opened his heart in a sponta- 
neous expression of thanksgiving to 
God. 

There is a continuing value to 
memorized forms. In later years peo- 
ple who have grown up and are away 
from their parental homes will re- 
member the form graces but they 
forget what father or mother said in 
a voluntary thanksgiving. Further, 
the memorized blessings take in a 
community of people beyond the 
family circle. When visiting in other 
homes, a child may hear the same 
grace said to which he has listened 
or which he has repeated around his 
home table. There is great value in 
cultivating this feeling of oneness 
among believers, even in this small 
way. 


Tr HAS BEEN INDICATED 
that a monotonous routine of mum- 


bling the grace may defeat the entire 
purpose, except for establishing a 
good but comparatively meaningless 
habit. A golden opportunity will have 
been lost in homes using this slipshod 
method. The potential values are too 
great and too many to be lightly 
thrown away. 

In the first place, saying grace is 
praying in a real sense. No matter 
that the verses or hymns are simple, 
the expression of a close relationship 
to the Father God in prayer is dis- 
tinctly recognized. Indeed, thanksgiv- 
ing is one of the best kinds of prayer. 
And, being prayers, the graces build 
up a desire for communication with 
God, and start a habit of personal 
devotion which will expand into some- 
thing enduring in the hearts of im- 
pressionable youth. 


As TIME GOES ON, the 
children in a grace-saying family will 
realize that their parents—whom they 
respect and admire for their achieve- 
ments—have a dependence on Jesus 
Christ, in whom they have found 
strength. This value cannot be too 
highly estimated. The sorrows and 
disappointments of children are even 
more acute and unbearable than those 





of more mature people. To give chil- 
dren an assurance of help from a 
Heavenly Father who is stronger and 
wiser and kinder than they can pos- 
sibly imagine will create a cheerful- 
ness and poise which will set up a 
durable life pattern. 

It will not be too farfetched to say 
that such a simple start toward knowi- 
edge of God as is gained from hear- 
ing and sharing in table grace may 
lead the children into taking a defi- 
nite stand for Jesus as Lord of their 
lives. The God they hear about in 
Sunday school and read about in the 
Bible will not be a stranger. He will 
be the kind provider whom they have 
thanked for their food hundreds of 
times. 

In conclusion, it should be said that 
the habit of saying grace at table is 
one of the strong ties to bind a fam- 
ily together in their joys and sorrows. 
Like all shared things, the blessing at 
mealtime becomes community prop- 
erty, and the members of the select 
little group which engages in the daily 
ceremony grow in stature in the eyes 
of one another. 

“And he took bread, and gave 
thanks.” END 


Editor’s Note: PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
would like to have readers send in the 
Grace they say at their mealtimes. These 
will be used in a future article on this 
important subject. 





Christmas Day 


Dost Thou in a manger lie, who has all created, 
Stretching infant hands on high, Saviour, long awaited? 
If a monarch, where Thy state? Where Thy court on Thee to wait? 


Royal purple, where? 


Here no regal pomp we see; naught but need and penury: 


Why thus cradled here? 


Pitying love for fallen man brought Me down thus low; 
For a race deep lost in sin, came I unto woe. 
By this lowly birth of Mine, sinner, riches shall be thine, 


Matchless gifts and free; 


Willingly this yoke I take, and this sacrifice I make, 


Heaping joys for thee. 


Fervent praise would I to Thee evermore be raising; 
For Thy wondrous love to me, Thee be ever praising. 
Glory, glory be forever unto that most bounteous Giver, 


And that loving Lord! 


Better witness to Thy worth, purer praise than ours on earth, 


Angel’s songs afford. 


JEAN MAUBURN, 1494 
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This 1s my witness! 


By MRS. IN HA LEE 


. Lee is the Japanese wife of a young 
gs minister, who graduated a year ago from 
Tokyo Union Seminary and served last year as 
a teacher in our language school. Mr. Lee has 
started a little Korean church on the outskirts of 
Tokyo in an area where many of the Koreans are 
Communists. Mrs. Lee studied Korean with us 
in our school. The following is the text of a 
chapel talk given at the language school. 


*] AM VERY HAPPY to 
have this opportunity to speak to you. 
I am going to give you my Christian 
experience. Here is a Bible verse: II 
Corinthians 9:8. 


‘And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, 
so that you may always have enough 
of everything and may provide in 
abundance for every good work.’ 


“This is my witness. 

“I was born at Tsingtao, China. My 
family was living there. My father 
was a trader in Tsingtao. During this 
time our lives were filled with hap- 

iness. 

“But in the midst of happiness sor- 
row came to us. My father unexpect- 
edly died when I was seven years 
old. My mother and six children were 
left after his death. During his life 
we all depended on him. But after 
his death we felt we had lost the back- 
bone of our home. After that we had 
to return to our homeland, Japan. 


Aprer RETURNING TO 
JAPAN we decided to live in Kyoto, 
and we obtained a small house and 
moved there. Since that time the fam- 
ily has had to depend on my mother. 
She studied the art of flower arrange- 
ment. We call it ‘Ikebana.’ She be- 
camé a teacher of Ikebana. In such a 
difficult situation we children were 
going to school. 

“From that time my brother and I 
began to attend Sunday school near 
my house. In the beginning the church 
was meaningless for us. But soon it 
was necessary for us to be in church. 
Who is Jesus Christ? What relation- 
ship is between Christ and me? We 
asked such questions. We knew that 
one who died for all existed, and He 
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was our Saviour. He was true God. 

“During this time we led our 
mother to the church. As you know, 
Buddhism is the natural religion for 
us. When man died, he became a 
Buddha. In this sense my father’s soul 
‘was worshiped in the family Bud- 
dhist altar. When Christ came to us, 
it meant a great decision for us. To 
believe in Jesus Christ was to take 
away Buddhism. And at the same 
time we were prepared for some ob- 
jections from many relations. But we 
chose the way of Christianity. Of 
course, we couldn’t do it without the 
help of God and prayers of the church 
members. 


“0 
UR DAILY LIVING was 
in a difficult situation, compared to 





Che Priceless Gift 


There is a gift 
You can give a man 
Above all gifts 
This tragic year... 


It is the song 

From your own heart 
That faith in God 
Can conquer fear. 


Men scan in vain 
Earth’s once glad shores 
And see but smoke 

Of hate and war. 


Men listen for 
Some cheering note 
But hear instead 
Mankind’s discord. 


Why not, then, you 
Whose joy abounds 
Who drink from founts 
That ne’er go dry— 


Why not give men 
What they need most— 
New faith that God 
Is their ally! 
—WILLIAM THOMPSON 


when my father was alive, and we 
were very poor, but we found true 
peace in Christ. We knew Christ was 
in our home, and He was the back- 
bone of our home. We never had 
such experiences until that time. Dur- 
ing the second World War it was 
very difficult to confess Christ, but 
we were never absent from church. 
We were comforted because we be- 
lieved God was with us. 

“After the war, my elder brother 
studied at seminary. We all helped 
him. Now he is preaching in Kyoto. 
We worked—I supported our home 
in his place, because we thought we 
had to do something for the sake of 
Christ. 

“At that time I met my husband. 
He was also in the seminary. His 
home being in Korea, he came to our 
home for every vacation. He was like 
a member of our family. We knew 
we were brother and sister in Christ 
although different in nationality. 


**] wap To MAKE THE sEC- 
OND DECISION. It was problem of mar- 
riage. It meant two kinds of deci- 
sions; one was to become a wife of a 
preacher; the other was to become 
a Korean. I was praying for this dif- 
ficulty. But God didn’t show me an- 
other way. 

“As it is written in the psalms: ‘He 
leadeth me in the paths of righteous- 
ness for his name’s sake.” 1 followed 
this way. 

“Since that time I have had a Ko- 
rean name. A pastor whom we re- 
spect gave me my name—‘Sun Chwa.’ 
It means ‘the preacher of peace.’ I 
hope to serve the Gospel of peace for 
all my life. And I hope to become a 
bridge between Korea and Japan. As 
you know the two nations are un- 
friendly towards each other. I know 
my way is very hard, but God will 
lead and help and comfort me. I be- 
lieve it. 

“I like to read Psalm 23. This song 
became my song for God. 

‘The Lord is my shepherd...” 

END 





LAA ALITA AIL 


Last fall Survey carried a picture story of First Church 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas, preparing for its Christmas 
pageant. Seeing the story, a newspaper photographer, 
member of First Church in Concord, North Carolina, 
decided to carry a similar newspaper spread on his own 
church. These pictures are the result. 

Mrs. Bruce Touchton, then acting DRE at the church, 
agreed, helped Committees on their way. 








The project sent the costume committee in search of 
new costumes; got the make-up committee busy for best 
possible beards for the players; prompted the stage crew to 
replace oft-used staging, and inspired the lighting experts to 
borrow a reostat and install a switchboard to control all 
lights from behind the chancel. Even members of previous 
pageants gave way to an entirely new cast, to insure a 
complete “new look.” Result: an outstanding pageant. 
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Bible period pictures w used by costumes 
committee to insure authenticity. 


big night. Here “King Herod” gets an application of grease paint! 


) Pp a x - a fl T The make-up committee was on hand for rehearsals and for the final 


The manger scene which concludes the pageant is shown in rehearsal. 
@ At left, properties committee members set the stage. 
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Left to right: Rev. Fred T. McGill, Rev. 
James M. Carr, Rev. James M. McKnight, 
and Rev. W. S. Beardshaw examine 
achievement books. 


W epnespay, JULY 29, 
was a most significant day for the 
rural church of the Southeast. It was 
on that day that the first year of the 
Town and Country Church Develop- 
ment Program came to a glorious cli- 
max. The setting was the Fellowship 
Hall of the Glenn Memorial Educa- 
tional Building at Emory University. 

More than 450 churches of all de- 
nominations participated in the pro- 
gram by outlining a definite plan of 
enlargement, engaging in specific proj- 
ects of improvement, and preparing a 
Report of Progress book showing the 
results of their year’s work. It was a 
unique sight—450 books, no two of 
them alike, each one the result of pa- 
tient care and co-operative work of 
strong committees in the participating 
churches. 

The Town and. Country Church 
Development Program is planned to 
continue for five years. It is spon- 
sored financially by the Sears-Roe- 
buck Foundation, directed by the 
Emory Town and Country Pastors’ 
School, and promoted by all the co- 
operating denominations in the South. 


The Rural Church 
of the Year 


ALL TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCHES, 
regardless of size, if located in the 
open country, a village or town up 
to 5000 population may participate. 
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Coming into its own. 






The Rural Church 


From the participating churches in 
each state one is chosen as the Rural 
Church of the Year for the state, re- 
ceiving an award of $500. The next 
four are designated Number Two 
churches, and awarded $100 each. The 
next five are Number Three churches, 
awarded a Certificate of Achievement. 

This program is limited to thir- 
teen states: Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, Flor- 
ida, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkan- 
sas, and Oklahoma. From the Num- 
ber One churches in the thirteen 
states, one is chosen as the Rural 
Church of the Year for the entire 
South. This high honor went this 
year to the little Methodist Church 
at Egypt, Mississippi, a church which 
enrolled a year ago with sixteen mem- 
bers in a small village of 60 popula- 
tion. It ended the year with 32 mem- 
bers, a completely revitalized church, 
and a new spirit of co-operation in 
the entire community. 

AMONG PRESBYTERIAN, U.S., CHURCHES 
there were three first place, seven 
second place, and nine third place 
winners. The first place churches in 
our denomination were: 
yx South Carolina, the Greenville 

Church, R.F.D., Donalds, S.C. 

Rev. Fred T. McGill, Pastor; 
y< Georgia, the Montgomery Church, 

R.F.D., Savannah, Ga. 

Dr. W. S. Beardshaw, Pastor; 





yy Florida, the Crestwood Church, 
Rev. James M. McKnight, Pas- 
tor. 


Rural Minister 
of the Year 


Parallel with the program to select 
the Rural Church of the Year, the 
popular farm magazine, Progressive 
Farmer, has sponsored a program for 
the past several years to select and 
honor the Rural Pastor of the Year in 
each state. Rev. James M. McKnight, 
our pastor at Crestview, was chosen 
from Florida this year and was hon- 
ored with the following citation: 


“For leadership in total community 
activities; for success in establishing 
church recreational center for all 
young people of community; for co- 
operation with Soil Conservation 
Service and other agricultural agen- 
cies; for contributions made by church 
members to civic development; for 
establishing high standards of stew- 
ardship and tithing in local church 
programs and in giving to denomina- 
tional activities.” 


What This Program 
Meant to My Chureh 


On Wednesday, July 29, we had a 
fellowship supper for pastors of the 
Presbyterian churches which received 
an award. I requested the three pas- 
tors of the Number One churches to 
give us a brief statement as to what 
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this entire program has meant to their 
churches. Let’s listen to them. 


Rev. F. T. McGill, pastor of the 
open country Greenville Church, 
composed of both rural farm and 
rural nonfarm people, near Donalds, 
South Carolina, states: 

“Ir would be an overstatement to 
say that the Town and Country 
Church Development Program, spon- 
sored by Emory University and the 
Sears-Roebuck Foundation, and sup- 

rted by the same department of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., was 
the chief cause of the progress of Old 
Greenville Church during the past 
year. For, sometime before the an- 
nouncement of the above program, 
Old Greenville Church had already 
set up a program of progress of her 
own, and had already taken long steps 
in the development of that program. 
However, it would be both ungrateful 
and untrue to deny that the above 
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Program has given great impetus to 
the Greenville program, and brought 
great blessings to this church. 

‘Firs, the Town and Country 
Church Development Program, to- 
gether with the ‘Attainment Stand- 
ards for the Town and Country 
Church’ of our Town and Country 
Church Department, served as a stand- 
ard of achievement for our church to 
work towards. By using this stand- 
ard as a rule and guide we were able 
to keep the highest goal ever before 
us, and at the same time to see our 
shortcomings and failures. The Man- 
ual provided by the Town and Coun- 
tty Church Development Program 
office, with the numerous questions 
and blanks to be filled in, enabled us 
to see the tremendous possibilities of 
service in the local church, in the 
surrounding community, and in the 
world at large. 

“Secondly, the Development Pro- 
gram served to stimulate our deepest 
interest, and to urge us to greater ef- 
forts in the development of our pro- 
gram as set up, and later enlarged 
through the Emory Development 
Program. Our participation in this 
Program, together with the one hun- 
red other churches in South Caro- 
a, and the thirteen hundred other 
hurches in the Southern states, and 
eighteen different denominations, gave 
ur people a larger vision of the 

igdom of Heaven on this earth, 
livened their interests and efforts, 
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By JAMES M. CARR 


Secretary, Town and Country Church Department 
Board of Church Extension 


and thrilled their hearts and imagina- 
tions to be thus associated with their 
brethren in Christ in this large area.” 


wow OK 
Rev. James M. McKnight, pastor 


of our active church in the growing 
town of Crestview, Florida, writes: 
“I feel that the great value of the 
program is in the fact that it makes 
you sit down with a large group of 
your own people and go carefully 
over the records of your church, see 
actually what you have accomplished, 
and then set definite goals for the fu- 
ture. I believe that the Attainment 
Standards, provided by Dr. James M. 
Carr, secretary of our Town and 
Country Church Department, and 
the manual provided by the Inter- 
denominational Town and Country 
Church Development Program cover 





Montgomery 
Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Georgia 





about everything you can think of in 
the life of the church. 

“It gave our church a sense of pride 
in the accomplishment of the past 
and a determination to go on and do 
even more in the future. 

“Through a program of tithing, our 
church had built and paid for a three- 
story educational building. It has 
opened up a Youth Center. through 
which 60,000 boys atid girls have 
passed in six years. It has operated its 
own summer conferencés for Juniors, 
Intermediates and High*School Youth 
on the bay; it has condicted open air 
drive-in church servicef on the lawn 
during the summer; it has had an an- 
nual Harvest Festival Program each 
year. The church has grown from 60 
members to 220; the annual budget 
has grown from less than $3000 to 
$15,000 a year. A total of $90,000 was 
raised in six years for all causes. And 
with all this local improvement, the 
benevolences have increased every 
year and the church has one of the 
highest ratings for per capita giving 











THE RURAL CHURCH 








for foreign missions in our presby- 
tery. The church has raised the pas- 
tor’s salary almost every year he has 
been there, and has presented him 
with two new cars, one a Chevrolet 
and the other a Pontiac.” 


“ww YW 


Dr. W. S. Beardshaw, pastor of 
our recently established Montgomery 
Church on a peninsula near Savan- 
nah, Georgia, writes: 

“Our Church has been highly hon- 
ored by being chosen the ‘Rural 
Church of the Year in Georgia.’ We 
are thrilled and grateful. 

“The Montgomery Presbyterian 
Church is a community church, made 
up of a good, steady, working class 
of people, homeowners, who have 
been a part of the community for so 
long they just take the church for 
granted. Because of being so isolated, 
at the end of a peninsula, they are 
unusually community minded, but 
have had little opportunity to co- 
operate with other churches. One 
thing this Program has done for our 
church is to acquaint our people with 
other rural churches and their pro- 
grams. It has served as a real challenge 
and stimulus. As one of our women 
expressed it, ‘It makes you proud to 
be a rural church.’ 

“This contest has drawn us closer 
together as a church and inspired 
greater loyalty, harmony and co- 
operation. The questions on the work 
shects and Attainment Standards 
served to show us our shortcomings 
and resulted in action. 

“The publicity which this Program 
gave our church was wonderful ad- 
vertising, and made our community 
more church conscious, more loyal 
and appreciative, which resulted in 
increased attendance. The response to 
the newspaper announcement of the 
expected arrival of the Town and 
Country Church Development Team 
at our church was amazing. The 
church was filled to capacity, the 
overflow standing outside. That night 
was undoubtedly the largest ‘prayer 
meeting’ in Savannah, with over three 
hundred in attendance. 

The Program also helped us to 
evaluate past accomplishments, and 
see the value of tithing, which has 


made possible the erection of two new 
Sunday school buildings, purchase of 
a new car for the pastor, increased 
benevolences, and raised the church 
budget. It made available for us 
denominational literature appropriate 
for helping build a more efficient 
program for our church. Since we 
felt we were falling short on the 
number of family altars we should 
have been able to report, it has in- 
spired the founding of a Family 
Altar Club. 

“Before the final verdict of the 
winning church, one of our deacons 
remarked, ‘If we should happen to 
win, I think it would be nice to give 
part of our reward to that little 
church in Egypt, Mississippi, which is 
just struggling to get started.’ This is 
the spirit which will make ours con- 
tinue to be a winning church. We 
feel that it has served as a challenge 
to our church as well as others to go 
on to greater things, ‘that in all things 


He might have the pre-eminence’.” 


Many Other Churches 
Participated 
There were seven second place 


churches in our denomination: 
MILLBROOK, Alabama; REDDICK, Flo- 





THE LOST EAGLE. “But when the 
young man heard that saying, he went 
away sorrowful: for he had great posses- 
sions.” (Matt. 19:22.) 

An evangelist in a warning sermon told 
his audience of an eagle standing on a 
carcass one bright winter day, drifting 
toward the Niagara cataract. 

People along the shore were fearful 
that the bird was in danger, and the bird, 
trusting his powerful wings to save him 
at the right time continued to feast on 
the carcass, feeling sorry for the silly 
people who thought he was in danger. 

He planned in one dramatic moment 
just as others thought all was lost, to 
lift himself above the floods. But when 
that moment came he was terrified to 
discover that his feet were imbedded in 
ice, frozen to the carcass, and he could 
not rise. Flapping his wings in despair, 
the eagle went to his death. 

So the lone eagle of our lesson, a high- 
minded son of good fortune, when the 
time came for him to give up his world, 
found himself frozen to it, and “turned 
away sorrowful.”—Higley’s Sunday School 
Lesson Commentary. Used by permis- 
sion. 





rida, THOMSON, Georgia; RACELAND, 
Louisiana; Prospect, Mooresville, 
North Carolina; FRiENDsHIP, Gray 
Court, South Carolina; GREENWICH, 
Nokesville, Virginia. 


There were nine third place 
Presbyterian, U.S. churches: 


HAYNEVILLE, Alabama; FONDREN ME- 
MoRIAL, Wynne, Arkansas; FAIRFIELD, 
Florida; PAINT Lick, Kentucky; PERRY- 
VILLE, Kentucky; ALABAMA, Choud- 
rant, Louisiana; BAKER, Louisiana; Mc- 
CLURE MEMORIAL, Castle Hayne, North 
Carolina; BROKEN Bow, Oklahoma. 


In addition, all churches which pre- 
pared and sent in an acceptable Re- 
port of Progress received a Certificate 
of Participation. Among these addi- 
tional Presbyterian, U.S., churches are 
the following: 


SANDY RIDGE, Fort Deposit, Alabama; 
SYLVANIA, Ward, Arkansas; SWEET 
HOME, Mount Ida, Arkansas; HEMP- 
HILL MEMORIAL, Stockbridge, Georgia; 
EATONTON, Georgia; PINE SHORES, Sara- 
sota, Florida; peta, Mississippi; 
BETHEL, Olive Branch, Mississippi; 
WESTMINSTER, Ripley, Mississippi; 
MONROE, Algoma, Mississippi; FRENCH 
CAMP, Mississippi; MOCKSVILLE, North 
Carolina; CEDAR RocK, Lillington, 
North Carolina; siscoz, North Caro- 
lina; NEUSE FoREST, New Bern, North 
Carolina; STEELE CREEK, Charlotte, 
North Carolina; ripcecrest, Stanfield, 
North Carolina; UNION MILLS, North 
Carolina; FRIENDSHIP CHAPEL, George- 
town, South Carolina; ForT LAWN, 
Heath Springs, and Liberty Hill, 
all of Liberty Hill, South Carolina. 
None was listed in Tennessee and 
Texas, and at this writing the total 
list of participating churches in Vir- 
ginia had not been received. 


Five Year Program 


The first year is only the begin- 
ning. This movement has great pos- 
sibilities and promises great things for 
the town and country church. With 
four more years to go, there should 
be several thousands of churches to 
be helped. Enroll now. Write to the 
Town and Country Church Develop- 
ment Program, Emory University, 
Georgia, or to your own Town and 
Country Church Department, 605 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Georgia, for complete information. 

END 
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“God keeps His promise,” they tell you at 


CHUO 


By DON McCALL 


Evangelistic missionary 


Kobe, 


You are nor your Own; 
you are bought with a price—even 
the death of God’s Son—and from 
this time forth all you have belongs 
to Him: your heart, mind, strength, 
body, time, and money.” 

Words like these are frequently re- 
iterated in Chuo Kyokai (Central 
Church) of Kobe as Pastor Honda 
explains the responsibilities of the 
Christian life to those who accept 
Christ and desire baptism to enter into 
the life of the Church. God has 
blessed such an emphasis on Christian 
sewardship by giving the Chuo 
Church a powerful testimony to 
Christ in one of the busiest districts of 
Kobe, Japan, a city of a million 
people. 

After the war, during which he had 
been forced to work in coal fields, 
munition plant and the Japanese 
Navy, Pastor Honda gathered three 
Christian families, and together they 
formed the nucleus of the Chuo 
Church. From that small beginning in 
1946—with three families and a pas- 
tor—has come a witnessing, steward- 
ship-minded church of 250 members, 
among whom 100 families and indi- 
viduals tithe each week. 


Iw 4 te wHen Many 
CHURCHES IN JAPAN ARE STRUGGLING 
FOR SELF-SUPPORT, and many others are 
bearing heavy burdens in paying the 
pastor’s salary and the bills which ac- 
cumulate, the Chuo Church finds the 
privilege of giving to be one of their 
greatest blessings. Nor is it because 
some of the members are wealthy, 
for there are no wealthy people in the 
church, The families of this church 
fall into the ten thousand to twelve 
thousand yen a month salary bracket 
(approximately $28 to $33), but as 
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Japan 


they bring their tithes, they find that 
the Lord keeps His promise to pour 
out blessings. 


In SEVEN YEARS, not only 
has this church bought suitable land, 
but has built and furnished an attrac- 
tive church, seating 250 to 300 people 
and built an adjoining manse. The 
monthly budget of Chuo includes the 
support of the pastor, assistant pastor, 
five Bible women who do regular 
visiting and evangelistic work, and 
several students who are studying in 
the Bible Institute in nearby Suma. 
In addition to this, monthly offerings 
are given to the denomination’s home 
mission program in Japan. It is no 
wonder that Chuo was found, in a 
survey three years ago, to be the 
church which gave the third largest 
amount in all Japan, despite the fact 
that some churches were four or five 
times larger, and some others listed 
wealthy families upon their rolls. 

Every month brings greater bless- 
ings to Chuo. They have found that 
evangelism, consecration, and steward- 
ship are three sides of the same thing 
—the living out of the indwelling 
Christ. They have sent six young men 
and seven young women into full time 
service in the Church. Approximately 
40 people a year, mostly those who 
have known little or nothing of Christ 
before coming to Chuo, request bap- 
tism and spend six months of weekly 
study in preparation for church mem- 
bership. Every week the Sunday 
morning worship service, the evening 
evangelistic service, and the midweek 
prayer service are well attended by 
the Chuo members, who believe that 
they are not their own, having been 
“bought with a price.” They have re- 
sponded by giving themselves. END 








Pe Christian 
Viewpoint 


LOUIS C. LaMOTTE 


The Department of the Bible 
Presbyterian Junior College 


Moxton, North Carolina 


CAMERON MORRISON was known to 
all North Carolinians as a great leader 
of the people. Perhaps some do not 
know he was a man of great Chris- 
tian faith who believed deeply in 
prayer. 

About eight o’clock one summer 
evening I rang the doorbell at “Morro- 
croft” and passed my card to the but- 
ler. I was explaining to him that I had 
written Mrs. Morrison of my purpose 
to call upon her when I passed 
through Charlotte on my way to Mon- 
treat, hoping to interest her in a 
project we were working on at Pres- 
byterian Junior College. I apologized 
for being much later than I had ex- 
pected and expressed the thought that 
I could call some other time if more 
convenient. Just then Senator Morri- 
son came into the hall, and with 
Southern chivalry and hospitality in- 
vited me into the study. I reintro- 
duced myself, for I was sure he had 
forgotten me. As soon as we sat down 
he told me Mrs. Morrison was sick 
and they were expecting the doctor. 
I arose to go, expressing my concern 
for Mrs. Morrison and regret that I 
had called at such an inconvenient 
time. 

“No,” he said, “I’m glad you have 
called. And before you go, will you 
lead us in prayer, remembering Mrs. 
Morrison upstairs.” 

I was not his pastor. He knew I was 
a minister, and he knew generally of 
my service at Presbyterian Junior 
College, for he was one of those who 
spoke for it on the floor of Synod 
when it was founded, ending his 
speech with a pledge of a thousand 
dollars. 

As the great old leader and the 
humble minister of the Gospel stood 
before the study mantel, in reverent 
and childlike prayer, it seemed that 
God was there also. 








“1 will sing with the spirit and I will 
sing with the mind also,” wrote Paul. 
Let us, then, make sure the 

carols we love are full of meaning 

for our children when they say... 


By RICHARD T. GARDNER 


Wun came was w 
KINDERGARTEN, one of the things she 
enjoyed most was the chance to sing 
Christmas carols with all the children 
of her school at their annual carol 
service. In the weeks preceding the 
event she would practice the entire 
program for the benefit of her family. 
One evening she asked, “Daddy, 
what’s a ‘mercy mild’?” 

Daddy, somewhat shocked, at- 
tempted an answer something like 
this: “Cathie, a ‘mercy mild’ isn’t a 
thing at all, but those words describe 
the kind of world the angels were 
singing about on the night Jesus was 
born: ‘mercy’ means kindness and 
fairness; and ‘mild’ means gentle. You 
see, the angels were singing about the 
peace, the kindness, and all the right 
ways of acting that Jesus would bring 
into the world.” 

“But, Daddy, who are ‘sinners’ and 
what does ‘reconciled’ mean?” came 
another question. 

These questions were the beginning 
of a most interesting Christmas project 
for our entire family. Mother started 
out by searching the church library, 
the public library, and browsing 
through our own collection of books 
and magazines. Nowhere could she 
find that “just-right” book that would 
explain to a child the adult words of 
the Christmas carols which all chil- 
dren love to sing. Daddy went through 
his files of youth program materials. 


Hearthstone, December, 1952. 


Let's sing about 


Altogether, we collected much in- 
teresting information, but in widely 
separated places, and all a little too 
advanced for childish comprehension. 


Tuen THE THOUGHT 
struck! We would make our own 
book, just the way we wanted it. 
Cathie and Rick, her four-year-old 
brother, selected a list of their favorite 
carols which, it is interesting to note, 
included twelve hymns of the Church 
and about five of the kind we later 
called “fun carols.” The list was their 
own, but they admitted that they did 
not understand very many of the 
songs which they had selected. 

So Mother and Daddy got to work 
on their research. We read all the 
stories and interpretations that we 
could find. We read of the lives of 
the composers. We even delved into 
the mythological history of that most 
important character—Santa Claus. At 
last, we considered ourselves well 
enough informed to answer all real 
or potential questions the children 
might have with regard to their list 
of carols. 

The job of putting on paper the 
results of our investigation fell to 
Daddy’s lot. Our book arranged the 
carols in the order of their sequence 
in the Christmas story, with the “fun 
carols” composing a second part. We 
decided to call our book “Let’s Sing 
About Christmas.” 


We secan win tHe 
carots of the angels visiting the 
shepherds in the fields: “Hark! the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “It Came upon 





the Midnight Clear,” and “The First 
Noel.” It was surprising to us how 
many of the words in the very first 
carol were beyond the understanding 
of a small child. We explained the 
meanings of the words in each carol. 
In the first carol, “hark,” for example, 
means listen; a “herald” is an an- 
nouncer or messenger; the first line, 
then, means “listen to the message the 
angels are singing.” We suggested 
playing a game of “Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing.” The children were 
asked to hum all the lines of the song 
telling about the angels, but to sing 
those lines telling what the angels 
sang. 

We built our explanation of “The 
First Noel” around Plockhérst’s paint- 
ing “Tidings of Great Joy.” Seeing 
the picture helped greatly to explain 
the message of the song. 

The story of Phillips Brooks’s love 
for children, and the fact that he 
wrote a Christmas song for his own 
Sunday school children, makes “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem” more 
meaningful to children. We used this 
hymn to show the children that size 
or greatness are not so important in 
this life. Little children, like the small 
village of Bethlehem, can contribute 
greatly to the happiness and well- 
being of the world. 

Next, in our book we turned our 
attention to the visits of the shepherds 
and the Wise Men. Here we used 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” and “We 
Three Kings of Orient Are.” In this 
group we tried to suggest that on 
that first Christmas, people came to 
honor Jesus, and they brought what- 
ever gifts they happened to have. 
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Children can still bring presents to 
honor Jesus. It may be their money, 
or it may be some kind act, _some 
thoughtful word, or even a Christmas 
carol sung with enthusiasm to the 
honor of Jesus. Of course, they were 
shown how to dramatize the hymn, 
“We Three Kings.” 


One OF OUR FAVORITE 
FAMILY CUSTOMS, a Christmas Eve 
carol service, developed partly as a 
result of what we learned about the 
Martin Luther family’s celebration of 
Christmas. Grandparents and close 
friends are invited to share this vesper 
hour with us. The children come to 
appreciate this carol service and have 
acquired a deeper love for Luther’s 
“Away in a Manger.” 

The first part of our book ended 
with the story of “Silent Night, Holy 
Night.” As much as the children al- 
ready loved this carol, it became 
endeared to them even more when 
they learned that the song was a 
Christmas present from one friend to 
another. 

In the “fun carol” section, we 
showed the origin or early use of some 
of our present-day Christmas customs. 
“Good King Wenceslaus” was in- 
cluded as an example from the long 
ago, of doing good for others at 
Christmas time; “Deck the Halls,” to 
show the use of home decorations 
during the Christmas season, “Jingle 
Bells,” to acquaint the children with 
some of the ways of their forefathers 
back in horse-and-buggy days. 


Oxty ONE SONG WAS 
SELECTED which dealt with Santa Claus; 
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it was one of Cathie’s school songs, 
“Up on the Housetop.” Here we 
faced a definite challenge, that of 
tying in the fictitious Santa Claus 
with the real meaning of Christmas. 
Here is the explanation we gave: 

“Jesus came to live in this world 
to show people how to be good to 
everyone. He taught us to do good 
things for people. Jesus himself did 
so many good things for other peo- 
ple, that everyone who knew him 
wanted to be just like him. Since that 
time, people give gifts to each other 
to show their love. 

“There was once a very good 
man named St. Nicholas who went 
about secretly doing good, kind, and 
helpful things for those in need. At 
last someone found out about him. 
There came a time when people be- 
gan to say of any good deed done in 
secret, ‘St. Nick must have done it.’ 
In America, the name St. Nick, or 
Santa Nicholas, finally became Santa 
Claus. So, at Christmas time, when 
we are remembering the birth of 
Jesus and are trying to honor him and 
do the things he would like to have 
us do, we speak of that loving, giv- 
ing spirit as Santa Claus.” 


Arrer THE WRITING OF 
THE BOOK was completed, the family 
was again called into service. No 
child’s book is complete without pic- 
tures. Fortunately, Mother has the 
habit of saving Christmas cards of 
past seasons; so Mother and the chil- 
dren carefully sorted them and picked 
out suitable pictures to illustrate the 
book. All pictures were grouped in 
categories: angels, visitation, Christ- 


mas customs, etc. As each chapter 
was read to the children, they selected 
the pictures they wanted to use. We 
were fortunate in finding a small pa- 
perback book of carols, with black 
and white illustrations. We selected 
one picture for each carol, with the 
view that later they might be colored 
according to the children’s tastes and 
artistic abilities. 

“Silent night, holy night” sang the 
choir of the St. Nicholas church in 
the mountainside village of Salzburg, 
Austria, in 1818, The priest had writ- 
ten the words and the choirmaster 
the music. and God made the setting! 

Work on the book began four years 
ago, and it came into use during 
Cathie’s second year in school. That 
first year, Mother or Daddy read 
parts of it every night during the 
Christmas season. The next year 
Cathie read it to Rick. Last year Rick 
read it for himself. This year, our 
book still occupies a prominent place 
in our home from Thanksgiving until 
New Year’s Day. It is quite worn; 
each year we patch some pages, or 
repaste some pictures. We enjoyed 
making it, and we enjoy using it. For 
many Christmases to come, we look 
forward to a pleasant holiday season 
with “Let’s Sing About Christmas!” 


F on parents pesirInc To 
ACQUAINT THEMSELVES with the stories 
of the carols and with plans for using 
the carols in home services, here is a 
brief list of books. Perhaps some of 
these may be obtained from your lo- 
cal library; if not, write your religious 
publishing house. 

Music in the Religious Growth of 
Children, by Elizabeth McE. Shields. 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville, 
Tenn., 1943; 128 pp., $1.25.) This is a 
good book for parents to read before 
beginning the project described in 
“Let’s Sing About Christmas.” By a 
specialist in the religious education 
of children, it discusses: Selecting 
Children’s Songs; Guiding Principles 
in Using Songs; Purposes of Songs; 
Co-operation of Church and Home. 
Throughout, the author gives specific 
examples to illustrate her points and 
suggests titles of books for further 
reading. 

Carols of the Ages, by Edna Rait 
Hutton. (Bethany Press, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1943; 77 pp.) The author gives a 
brief history of the carols, describes 
their national sources, and interprets 
the message they (See page 42) 
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INFLUENCE 








(From page 25) 


merely because he does not follow 
the etiquette of the highway, but also 
because he has no love or concern 
for other people. And etiquette is 
caught as much as it is taught. The 
adults in the home set the patterns 
of politeness, unselfishness, and love. 
They should show politeness toward 
their children if they expect their 
children to show politeness and cour- 
tesy toward them. Ethics always has 
to do with right behavior. 


Books stoutp pe a part 
of the furniture of the home where 
children are. That means parents 
should select them wisely. “Stories 
for children meant to build a back- 
ground for religion, or showing it 
working out in everyday life,” May 
Lamberton Becker says, “could draw 
on stories that reinforce religion, 
whether or not they mention it by 
name, by showing a lively family in 
the ups and downs of living the good 
life.” Often children can be reached 
through their imagination, and books 
are a splendid source. They should 
always take first place among the 
many silent teachers parents can use 
as an influence in the home. The best 
way to make readers of our children 
is to set the model ourselves. It is al- 
ways easier to go from folk tales and 
magic to the Bible than it is to go 
from Superman and the comics to 
the Bible. 

No influence in the modern home 
is more neglected than family prayer. 
The scientists tell us that prayer is 
more powerful than the atomic bomb. 
There should be time for prayer in 
our busy days and nights. We should 
not expect our children to grow up 
in an atmosphere of prayer unless we 
make it possible in the home. 


Tue morner was sert- 
OUSLY ILL in the hospital. The father 
had just returned much depressed to 
his home where there was a five-year- 
old girl waiting for him. Of course 
the little girl did not fully under- 
stand, but she sensed something was 
dreadfully wrong. She had not seen 
her mother for several days. Her fa- 
ther was not like himself. But that 
morning when he returned, the little 
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girl announced, “Daddy, I’m going 
to pray for Mother!” Without any 
more ado, she did kneel before a 
chair and begged Jesus to send her 
mother home again. And He did! 

Somewhere and somehow that little 
girl had learned about prayer. She 
didn’t understand, but she had a pat- 
tern to fall back on. 

If we want our homes to be the 
Christian nurseries of the state, and 
we want our state to be Christian, we 
had better assume our rightful place 
in the home, and we had better take 
to it an influence that is Christian. 
God has not given us our homes for 
nothing. END 


Laundry Owner Builds ‘ 
Chapel For Employees 


CRESTVIEW, FLORIDA—A chapel for 
the Charlie P. Webb laundry, first of 
its type in the South, was dedicated 
here. 

Mr. Webb, 45, built the modern 
chapel so that his 20 women em- 
ployees could hold their daily devo- 
tional services. 

The white, 800-square-foot build- 
ing is neon lighted and air condi- 
tioned. In the center a cross hangs 
over a reading stand, which holds a 
large Bible. Facilities include a Ham- 
mond organ, a piano, and 55 chairs. 








Africa and work with Negroes in this country is rightly claiming much of 
our Church’s attention. One of the Women of the Church circles of the A. & M. 
Presbyterian Church at College Station, Texas, looked about in Bryan and Col- 
lege Station to see if there were needs at home for them to work upon. 

They found a convalescent home for aged Negroes in Bryan, doing as much 
for its sojourners as limited means allow. They decided to visit once a month 
and take extras, such as cookies and magazines. 

The Sunday school class of one of the members had studied about Negroes 
in our mission fields in Africa and in America and they decided to make a pic- 


ture book for the old people. 


Top photo shows three members of the class presenting the book to two of 
the women who were able to come out into the yard. Below, class is shown 


working on the book. 
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Army Chaplains in Korea 
Win 332 Decorations 


WASHINGTON, D. c.—United States 
Army chaplains have won 332 deco- 
rations for gallantry while minister- 
ing to troops in the front lines in 
Korea, Chaplain (Major General) 
Ivan L. Bennett, Army Chief of Chap- 
lains, announced here. 

Thirteen chaplains were killed or 
are missing during the first three years 
of war in that theater, Chaplain Ben- 
nett said, while 26 were wounded. 
This casualty rate among the 300 
Army chaplains who have served in 
Korea is almost as high as for the 
Army as a whole. Unarmed, the chap- 
lains have constantly persisted in re- 
maining with their units even in the 
most hazardous operations, and most 
of those killed or wounded were min- 
istering to the injured, Chaplain Ben- 
nett reported. 

Two chaplains have won the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross, 12 the Le- 
gion of Merit, 28 the Silver Star and 
225 have received the Bronze Star. In 
addition, three have been decorated 
with the Soldier’s Medal, 36 have won 
Commendation Ribbons, and 26 have 
received the Purple Heart. About 60 
chaplains have been decorated twice 
for Korean action. 


Premeal Prayer Cards 
Now in Railway Diners 


ST. PAUL, MINN.—The movement to 
place premeal prayer cards on dining 
tables of ts and restaurants has 
spread to the diners of the Northern 
Pacific railway. 

Ww. F. Paar, superintendent of NP 
dining cars, said that small cards with 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish pray- 
ers to be recited before meals are 
being placed on all tables in the rail- 
way’s diners. 

cuicaco—The Illinois Central rail- 
toad has begun placing prayer cards 
on tables in dining cars. 

A message or prayer by leading 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jew- 
ish clergymen is printed on the cards. 
Each month different clergymen’s 
contributions will be used. On the re- 
verse of the card is a message from 
Illinois Central’s President Wayne A. 
Johnston, which reads: 

“Faith in God is the rock on which 
ie all freedom, progress and broth- 


erly love among th les of 
ware ng the peoples of the 
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“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift” 


Let us include in our praying this month the following— 


A CHRISTMAS THAT HONORS CHRIST above all else in our own and 


every Christian home 


THE SPIRIT OF GIVING to be the dominant note in our keeping of Christ- 
mas—the giving of self to Christ and of love unto others. 


THE WORSHIP OF OUR CHRIST to be as sincere and wholehearted as was 


that first' offered the Babe of Bethlehem. 


THE INCLUSION OF SOME OF THE HOMELESS, the sad, the strangers, the 
sorrowing of our communities in our Christmas happiness. 


ALL CHRISTIANS WHO ARE SEPARATED from their loved ones that they 
find in Christ the bond that holds across time and space. 


THOSE WHO SEEK THE WAY OF PEACE for all people, to realize and pro- 
claim Christ the Prince of Peace, and that in Him is our peace and 
the only way of peace for all people in all the world. 


“O Little Child of Bethlehem, 
Brother of all by blood, 
Make all mankind, 
With willing mind, 
One world-wide brotherhood, 
So earth shall be Thy diadem, 
O Child of Bethlehem.” 











MISS SAN 








(From page 27) 


sometimes they reach as many as 30 
or 40. There have been occasions 
when the authorities in charge have 
asked us to make use of the public 
address system in the hospital in order 
to speak to all the patients at once. 
Consequently, through Bible classes, 
distribution of literature, public ad- 
dress systems, and bed-to-bed calling 
—not to mention the new radio evan- 
gelism program, which many of the 

tients tune in on—we are present- 
ing the living Christ to hundreds and 
hundreds of the sick in Gifu. 

In addition to Hiraguri San’s bap- 


tism, there are three others which are 
the direct result of hospital evange- 
lism and there are many earnest in- 
quirers seeking baptism. Many others 
are now attending churches in this 
and other prefectures because of hav- 
ing learned of the One True Way 
during their hospital experience. We 
know of nurses who have become in- 
terested in the Church through this 
program. In fact, this particular phase 
of our work has been one of the most 
rewarding parts of our evangelistic 
program during the past three years. 

In a wonderful way, God has 


opened the doors to us for a spiritual ¢~ 


ministry of healing. Here is a 
vast congregation, sick, discouraged— 
sometimes even despairing. He 1s de- 
pending upon us—upon you and me— 
to bring to them the bread and water 
of life. END 
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to Japan 


first’as a soldier, now as a missionary 





Rev. Harold Borchert renews acquaintance with Yamasaki Shinji while 
Mrs. Borchert and Yamasaki Shinji's friend look on. 


By HAROLD BORCHERT 


Aumosr exactiy sevEN 
years before Mrs. Borchert, Susan, 
and I arrived in Japan as missionaries, 
I landed with the army just across the 
bay from Kobe. The night we landed, 
Sgt. Joe Dunn and I visited a nearby 
village. In the darkness we heard 
someone playing “Auld Lang Syne” 
on a harmonica. Joe began to accom- 
pany the person on his mouth organ, 
and we walked nearer and nearer one 
another. Soon we met a little boy and 
his brother, loudly playing this tune 
which is popular in Japan under an- 
other name. 

Our friendship with their family 
began that night. Later we had op- 
portunity to bring them some food, 
as they were in difficult circumstances. 
As the days wore on in Japan, I be- 
gan to feel the call into the ministry 
and to missionary service. As soon as 
I was discharged I returned to Amer- 
ica and began my college work. Upon 
graduating from seminary I was ap- 
pointed to Japan and reached here on 
September 12, 1952. 


A 


As SOON AS POSSIBLE I tried 
to find the Yamasaki family, but was 
unsuccessful. Mr. Yakamoto of the 
Language School in Kobe arranged to 
print a story in the Kobe Shimbun, in 
which our pictures were shown with 
the heading, “Where is Yamasaki 
Shinji?” The idea worked, and this 
picture is the result. 

Since the publication of the story a 
number of inquiries have come to our 
home about our work, and we have 
had a good chance to witness to many 
about the saving power of Christ. 
Shinji's professor along with Shinji 
and his brother plan to visit us soon. 
We hope then to witness more clearly 
to them. The professor, a one-armed 
officer-veteran of the battle for Bou- 
gainville in the South Pacific, is espe- 
cially interested in Christianity. 

Aloog with the two stories by Y. 
Okamoto in the Kobe Shimbun, the 
story was reprinted by the Wakayama 
Shimbun, and more recently by Dr. 
Kagawa’s Christian Weekly. We feel 
that this has given us an excellent 
chance to tell of the grace of God in 
leading us to this wonderful land. END 











LET’S SING 








(From page 39) 


adapted for home use, and gives a list 
of “enrichment materials.” 

Christmas in the Home, by Glenn 
McRae. (The Bethany Press, St. Louis, 
Mo., 1945; 64 pp.) Invaluable for the 
Christmas season, this little book con- 
tains the words and music of five of 
the best known carols, and a short 
account of the history of each one. 
Best of all, it suggests simple Christ- 
mas services for the family, in which 
carols are an important feature. 

Stories of Popular Hymns, by Kath- 
leen Blanchard. (Zondervan Publish- 
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1939, 
5th edition; 142 pp.) It contains brief 
accounts of some of the carols, de- 
scribing briefly the writers and the 
circumstances surrounding their ori- 

in. 

. Stories of Hymns We Love, by 
Cecilia Margaret Rudin. (John Rudin 
& Co., Inc., Chicago, Ill., 96 pp., $1.25.) 
The stories of several of the best 
known carols are included here, but 
none of the music is given. 

Famous Hymns, with Stories and 
Pictures, by Elizabeth Hubbard Bon- 
sall. (Union Press, Phila., 1923; 136 
pp-) Words, music, and stories of sev- 
eral Christmas songs are included. 

Carols, Customs and Costumes 
Around the World, by H. H. Wer- 
necke. (Published by the Old Orchard 
Book Shop, Webster Groves, Mo., 
1936.) 

American Negro Songs, by John 
W. Work. (Published by Fisk Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., 1940. Re- 
print, 1942.) 

The Martin Luther Christmas Book, 
by Roland Bainton. (Westminster 
Press, 1948, $2.50.) 

The Whole World Singing, by 
Edith Lovell Thomas. (Friendship 
Press, New York, 1950; 122 pp.; Pa- 
per, $1.50; cloth, $2.75. This collection 
of songs, both words and music, in- 
cludes twelve Christmas songs. 

Music Section of the World’s Great 
Madonnas, by Evelyn Lysle Fielding 
and Cynthia Pearl Maus. (Harper & 
Bros., New York, N. Y., 19473; 9° PP» 
$1.50.) Here are the words and music 
of forty-nine Christmas songs and 
carols from all parts of the world. 
They are arranged according to na 
tional origin. END 
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“The Robe,” read by millions, 
comes to the screen this fall 


“Did you ever hear a story about what became of the 
robe the soldiers gambled for at the Cross?” 

That provocative question, asked an author twelve years 
ago, inspired an immortal novel read by 20,000,000 people. 

“It’s about the man who crucified Christ!” 

The powerful impact of that simple statement two years 
later started the book on a ten-year, $4,500,000 journey to 
the screen—one of the most ambitious pictures ever under- 
taken. 

Now, today, “The Robe,” adapted from Lloyd C. Doug- 
las’ continuing best seller, has made motion picture history 
by being the first movie filmed in CinemaScope, the revo- 
lutionary anamorphic lens system on a magic mirror screen. 

Through this audience participation process with curved 
screen and stereophonic sound, audiences are catapulted 
across time and space to the glories, pomp and pageantry 
of Rome; they are there at Golgotha when Christ is cruci- 
fied on Calvary’s cross; they relive the resurrection and 
they find themselves caught up in the electrifying chain 
of events that follows as the tortured soul who supervised 
the crucifixion and rolled dice for the robe searches for it 
to save his sanity. Packed with thrilling chariot chases, sus- 
pense, and the cruelty of the torture rack—softened by a 
love story as poignant and realistic as Romeo and Juliet’s— 
“The Robe” takes its rightful place at the forefront of the 
always successful Biblical spectacle. 

Only on CinemaScope, colored by Technicolor, could 
this broad canvas be painted to do justice to its immense 
themes of faith, love and sacrifice. But because “The Robe” 
belongs to the world and because all the world can not 
immediately avail itself of the marvels of CinemaScope, 
Production Chief Darryl F. Zanuck and Producer Frank 
Ross decided to also film it simultaneously for ordinary 
screens, in Technicolor. 
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@ In the shadow of the three 
crosses, Demetrius (Victor 
Mature) watches Roman sol- 
diers throw dice for Jesus’ 
robe. . . . Marcellus (Richard 
Burton), still haunted by the 
memory of his part in the 
crucifixion, is reassured by 
Peter (Michael Rennie) that 
Jesus forgave them all from 
the cross. . . . Caligula (Jay 
Robinson) holds the trial of 
Marcellus. When Marcellus re- 
fuses to renounce Jesus, 
Caligula orders that he be 
put to death as a traitor. 
Diana (Jean Simmons), who 
has since been converted to 
Christianity, takes her place 
at Marcellus’ side to share 
his fate. 


While “The Robe” is studded with topnotch stars and 
featured players, it is bigger than any star. The genius of 
England’s Richard Burton and Jean Simmons and Holly- 
wood’s Victor Mature, superbly directed by Henry Koster, 
can not match the story itself, as deep-rooted as man’s 
faith. While “The Robe” is the personal story of a man 
and his immediate problem, that problem is the problem 
of all mankind, looking for, fighting for, something in 
which to believe. 
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LOVE BY THE BUCKETFUL is evidenced by these young Presby- 


terians, whose Christian love brought them from all over Virginia to engage 
in useful work—painting and decorating Eastminster Church in Richmond. The 
young people paid their own transportation and other expenses to engage in 
this Youth Work Project, according to Dr. W. B. Sullivan, regional director for 
Virginia. 

Rev. John R. Winter, of Warrenton, was project director and supervisor of 
the boys. Mrs..H. H. Wooten was supervisor of the girls and manager of the 
kitchen where all meals were prepared during the three-day “retreat.” East- 
minster is one of the newest Negro churches in the Assembly, 








CombatCommunism 
For Cost of Candy 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA—‘For the cost of 
a candy bar, the individual American 
citizen can take a personal hand for 
two months in his government’s cur- 


rent campaign of combating hunger, jf 


need, and Communism.” 


American Christians are challenged f 


by Dr. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of 


Overseas Relief for the Southern Pres- & 


byterian Church, to take part in a 
new program of aid for foreign lands, 
through the use of abundant U.S. food 
supplies. The U. S. Government, Dr. 
Freeland stated, is giving 15,000,000 
pounds of surplus powdered milk to 
Church World Service, Protestant in- 
terdenominational agency, for distri- 
bution to fourteen foreign areas. 

Of the 500 carloads of free milk, 
1,800,000 pounds are earmarked for 
Germany, where American food is 
already winning a major victory in 
the cold war. Cost of delivering this 
powdered milk to hungry Germans 
and other needy peoples is the only 
expense involved, but must be met by 
contributions from private citizens, 
Dr. Freeland announced. 

“For the cost of a candy bar (10¢) 
Church World Service will deliver a 
cup of milk a day for two months to a 
German child,” the Presbyterian leader 
announced. “For the price of a movie 
ticket (60¢), we can give a child a 
cup of milk a day for a whole year! 
We can provide a daily cup of milk 
for 165 people for a year for $100.” 

European countries to which alloca- 
tions from the free milk are to be 
sent as contributions come in, include 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Trieste and Yugoslavia. 
Other areas to receive aid are India, 
Pakistan, Hong Kong, Korea, Oki- 
nawa, and Palestine. Transportation 
costs from American storage centers 
to these countries will average slightly 
more than two cents a pound for the 
dried milk. 

Donations for this service should be 
sent through local Protestant churches, 
Dr. Freeland stated, or may be sent, 
marked Milk Fund, to Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., Department of Overseas 
Relief, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


Prayer is the soul drawing near to 
God. Whatever form it takes, it is that 
solemn moment when a soul in need 
turns to its God. 





—Hugh McLellan 
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Church Extension at Work 








(Section 1) 


Indian Work 


INDIAN PRESBYTERY 
(In Oklahoma) 
irebaugh, Rev. and Mrs. R. M., Hugo 

Jones ev. J.8., Talihima 
Belvin, Rev. Simon, Boswell 
Gardner, Rev. Oscar, Hugo 
Harrison, Rev. R. A., Talihina 
Holden, Rev. J. F., Wapanucka 
Hotchkin, Rev. E., Sherman, Texas 
Wolfe, Rev. Nelson, Fillmore 


OKLAHOMA PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE 


Durant, Oklahoma 
*Robinson, Miss Amy E. 
Crumpler, Mrs. John 
Folsom, Mrs. Nannie 
Griffin, Miss Gladys 
Hodgson, Miss Edith F. 
Teasley, Mrs. O. L. 
Trout, Mrs. Ann 
Zion, Mrs. W. E. 


GOODLAND INDIAN SCHOOL 
Hugo, Oklahoma 

*Gardner, Rev. and Mrs. Oscar 
Berry, Mrs. E. R. 

Bohannan, Mr. Jimmie 

Crews, Mr. and Mrs. Harry D. 
Crews, Mr. and Mrs. Jess 
Dorton, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
Dunson, Mr. and Mrs. Norris 
Holmes, Mrs. Merle 

Jefferson, Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie B. 
Johnson, Miss Christine 

Jones, Miss Winnie D. 
McGinnis, Mrs. Cuma 

Searles, Mr. George W. 

Storey, Mrs. Irene C. 

Stovall, Mrs. D. A. 

Washi n, Miss Virginia 
Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. Emmett 
Springs, Mr. and Mrs. Bud 
Tarwater, Mrs. O. E. 


Foreign 
Language Work 


TEXAS-MEXICAN PRESBYTERY 
In Texas 


Armendariz, Rev. G. M., Galveston 
Armendariz, Rev. R. M., San Antonio 
Acevedo, Rev. C. C., San Marcos 
Cantu, Rev. J. S., San Antonio 
Castaneda, Rev. E. P., Harlingen 
Cavazos, Rev. J. G., San Benito 
Franco, Rev. J. V., Gonzales 
Garcia, Rev. M. G., Falfurrias 
Granados, Rev. Cruz, Kingsville 
Guerrero, Rey. J. de la Luz C., 
Mercedes 
Hernandez, Rev. J. A., Victoria 
Hernandez, Rev. L. C., Corsicana 
Last, ie aioe: Cllrs thet 
una, Rey, rto, Corpus isti 
Maldonado, Rev. Ismael, Houston 
artines, Rev. J. F., New Braunfels 
Olivares, Rev. I. C., Laredo 
Palacio, J. C., Corpus Christi 
Pimentel, E. M., Beeville 
mirez, Rev. 8. G., Taft 
Rojas, Rev. J. F., Del Rio 
Rugerio, Rev. F. P., Waco 
don, Rev. E. A. J., Jr., Austin 
Valenzuela, Rev. G. M., Houston 
era, Rev. D. G., Austin 


TEXAS-MEXICAN INDUSTRIAL 
INSTITUTE 


~— Kingville, Texas 

cLane, Rey. S. 

Bidwell, Mr. Robert 

Hamilton My 
n, . 

Hardie, Mr. Toman 

Jarvis, 


> 
, Mr. William Ro 


DECEMBER, 1953 


McLane, Mr. 8. Brooks, Jr. 
Norvell, Mr. R. L. 

Reed, Mr. Perry 

Saenz, Mr. Fortino 

Tucker, Mr. Charles F. 
Vela, Mr. Manuel J. 


PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL FOR 
MEXICAN GIRLS 
Taft, Texas 

*Murray, Miss Berta 

Black, Miss Yolanda 

Cassell, Miss Helen 

Gazano, Miss Bella 

Hesse, Miss Ella 

Kilgore, Mrs. Mallye 

Lopez, Miss Carmen 

Lopez, Miss Catalina 
Ortega, Miss Beatriz 
Ramirez, Miss Olivia 
Taylor, Miss Martha 
Thorington, Miss Helen 


CHINESE PRESBYTERIAN 
MISSION 


New Orleans, Louisiana 
Garrison, Miss Lois 
223 S. Roman Street 


HUNGARIAN WORK 
Hammond, Louisiana 


Bartus, Rev. Alexander 
Rt. 1, Box 199 


ITALIAN WORK 
Italian Institute and Central 


Kansas City, Missouri 

544 Wabash Avenue 
Bisceglia, Dr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Avelyn, Miss Betty Jean 
Bisceglia, Thomas J. 
Giunta, Miss Mary 
Shangler, Mrs. Charles 
Tamborello, Mrs. L. ~ 
Williams, Miss Eunice L. 


JEWISH WORK 


Emmanuel Center 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dewitz, Rev. Ludwig R. 
12 Powhatan Avenue 
Johnson, Mrs. M. Helen 
Ottenheimer, Miss Janice 


LATIN WORK 
Ybor City Presbyterian Mission 


Tampa, Florida 
951 1ith Avenue 


Passiglia, Rev. and Mrs. Walter B. 
Blanco, Mrs. Armando 

Brown, Mrs. Lois C. 

LaFe, Miss Dinorah 

Lee, Mrs. J. A. 

Rodriguez, Miss Alice 

Valdivia, Mrs. Margaret 


Mountain Work 


Guerrant Presbytery 
(In Kentucky) 


Amick, Rev. and Mrs. D. C., Hazard 

Brown, Rev. and Mrs. W.C., 
Harveyton 

Hall, Miss Mabel, Delvinta 

MacElree, Rev. and Mrs. J. W., Blackey 

Martin, Miss Betty, Hazard 

McGibboney, Miss Frances, Guerrant 
ullins, Rev. and Mrs. E. M., Phelps 

Salyers, Mrs. J. T., Elkatawa 

Schum, Rev. and Mrs. Henry S., 
Guerrant 

Sydnor, Rev. Charles 8., Tilford 
‘urner, Mrs. Seldon H., Canoe 

Van Atta. Miss Velma, Juan 

Wallace, Rev. and Mrs. C. W.,Blackey 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 


Abingdon Presbytery _ 
Wilson, Rev. Goodridge A., Bristol 
Anderson, Mr. E. H., Haysi 
Hale, Rev. Henry E., III, Coeburn 
Henderson, Rev. T. E., Rose Hill 
Hoyt, Rev. 8. B., Pulaski 
King, Rev. 8. A. M., Max Meadows 





McChesney, Miss Elizabeth, Bristol 
Query, Rev. 8. M., Hillsville 4 
Smith, Rev. James M., Big Stone Gap 
Weathers, Rev. J. W., Rural Retreat 


Asheville Presbytery 
*McClure, Rev. R. E. 
26'Church St., Asheville 
Armistead, Rev. W. H., Friendship 
Collins, Rev. Robert R., Sylva 
Fountain, Rev. W. Maynard, Jr., 
Malvern Hills 
Hatchett, Rev. J. Bryan, Franklin 
Keener, Rev. Andrew I., Mills River 
Neville, Rev. J. C., 
Andrews-Robbinsville 
Parks, David L. (student), 
Brittain’s Cove 
Potter, Rev. R. A., Arden 
Somerville, Rev .W. G., 
Dillingham and Ivy Park 
Tippens, James §. B. (student), 
Hayesville 
Warren, Rev. Paul F., Grace Covenant 





Chape! 


Holston Presbytery 
(In North Carolina) 


Clapp, Rev. T. W., Plumtree 
Crinkley, Rev. John W., Newland 
Newton, Miss Osma, Toledo 
Sanders, Rev. J. Arthur, Pineola 


(In Tennessee) 
Aldridge, Mr. Abe., Mountain City 
Piercy, Mrs. Mary, Roan Mountain 
Styles, Rev. Bert, Roan Mountain 
*Yelton, Rev. John W., Johnson City 


MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS 
Highland Institute 


Guerrant, Kentucky 


Coker, Mr. and Mrs. Winchester 
Combs, Mr. Oakley 

Horton, Mr. and Mrs. Arlin R. 
Rule, Mr. David 

Struve, Mrs. Fred 

Templeton, Miss Jacqueline 


Stuart Robinson School 
Blackey, Kentucky 


*Cooper, Rev. and Mrs. W. L. 
Acker, Mrs. Florence M. 
Adams, Mrs. W. M. 

Back, Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Burkich, Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. 

Campbell, Mrs. J. C. 

Caudill, Mrs. Ethel 
Cornett, Mrs. Hettie 
Croucher, Miss Corsie 
Croucher, Mr. and Mrs. General 
Croucher, Miss Jean 
Dixon, Miss Julia 
Ellis, Miss Lois M. 

Ervin, Miss Mary L. 

Gloff, Miss Doris Jean 
Gray, Miss Florence 
Hampton, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey 
MacElree, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. 
Moore, Miss Aggidel 
Newsome, Mr. Ben 
Roberts, Mrs. Charles 
Webb, Miss Charlotte 

LEES McRAE COLLEGE 
Banner Elk, North Carolina 

*Nelson, Dr. Fletcher 
Baucom, Mr. B. L. 

Boland, Miss Eleanor 

Bland, Miss Laura 

Dickerson, Mr. Fred I. 

Gilley, Mr. C. F. 

Hurst, Miss Marybeth 
Kidd, Mrs. G. E. 

Lafferty, Mr. E. L. 

McEwen, Mr Paul 
Morrow, Miss Betty 
Moore, Miss Annie Russell 
Moore, Miss Margaret 


Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 
Rabun Gap, Georgia 


“Skinner, Mr. O. G. 
Rrown, Mrs. Mary 
Brown, Mr. M. L. 
Collins, Miss Margaret 
Fabrick, Miss Frances 
Frey, Miss Louise 

Fry, Mr. H. L. 

Griffin, Mr. H. 8. 
Grist, Mrs. Fred 
Henry, Mrs. A. L. 
Hemphill, Mrs. J. E. 
Kay, Mr. W. J. 

Kelly, Mrs. Fred 

Knox, Mrs. E. O. 

Lee, Miss L. B. 
McKinney, Miss Louise 
Patrick, Mr. Mack 
Philp, Mr. R. H. 
Randolph, Miss Courtney 
Ritchie, Mrs. Kelly 
Stukes, Mr. J. T. 
VanGorder, Miss Marion 


Caddo Valley Academy 
Norman, Arkansas 
*Barr, Rev. and Mrs. John T. 
Byers, Miss Eunice 
Gray, Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Hicks, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. 


School of the Ozarks 
Point Lookout, Missouri 

"Good, Dr. R. M. 

Bennett, Mra. Lucie 
Bishop, Mrs. Mable 

Cave, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Clark, Mr. M. Graham 
Downs, Miss Constance 
Fain, Miss Mary Anna 
Farrell, Mr. Leon 

Good, Mrs. R. M. 

Griffith, Miss Mary Lou 
Guhse, Mr. Ed 

Hill, Miss Emma 

Holderby, Mr. R. L. 

Jones, Mr. John 

Kennedy, Mrs. Aletha 
Loggans, Miss Delia 

Mease, Mr. Joe 
Mottesheard, Mr. A. R. 
Murphy, Mrs. Angie 
Parkey, Mr. C. M. 

Rea, Miss Marybeth 
Sandlin, Miss Margaret 
Saunders, Miss Faith 
Schmitt, Miss Helen 

Sheats, Miss Eugenie 
Spivey, Rev. and Mrs. Raymond 
Weaver, Mr. Russell 
Williams, Mrs. Carrie 
Williams, Miss Carol 
Winfrey, Mrs. Wayne 
Glade Valley School 
Glade Valley, N. C. 
*Eldridge, Mr. and Mrs. E. B. 
Corry, Miss Anne B. 
Guerrant, Mrs. Ellen A. 
Johnson, Mr. Edward C. 
Mashburn, Miss Frances 
Murray, Mr. James N. 
Plemmons, Miss Faye 
Tompson, Mr. W. C. 


Sustentation 


SYNOD OF ALABAMA 
Birmingham Presbytery 
Blackwell, Mrs. J. M., Birmingham 
Ghiselin, Rev. 8. B. M., Tarrant City 
Ingle, Rev. Fred, Birmingham 

Mayes, Mrs. F. B., Eastwood 

Rice, Rev. John, and Theresa, 
Birmingham 





Pierce, Miss Lenora G. 
Randall, Mrs. Elma 
Reiniche, Mrs. Lois 
Stokes, Miss Agnes M. 
Tester, Mrs. Alma 
Tester, Mr. Earl R. 
Tufts, Miss Margaret 
Wakefield, Miss Pheobe 
Whitsel, Mr. Charles F, 
Whitson, Miss Elizabeth 





Willis, Mr. Gailen 


East Alabama Presbytery 


Acklen, Rev. Henry E., Greenville 
Cates. Rev. A. R., Clio 

Hamby, Rev. Oliver N., Enterprise 
Havlieck, Rev. Frank C., bein ney 7 
MeAiley, Rev. Wm. 8., Alexander City 
McMahon, Rev. J. R., Wetumpka 
Thomas, Rev. Harold L., Clayton 


Mobile Presbytery 





*Walkup, Rey. Robert H., Mobile 

















CHURCH EXTENSION AT WORK 








The list of Church Extension workers on these pages is correct to the best of our knowledge. Information 
on changes in personnel should be sent promptly to: Division of Home Missions, 605 Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta 3, Georgia; or directly to the PRESBY TERIAN SURVEY, Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia. 





Bogie, Rev. J. H., Camden 
Cloud, Rev. Athol D., Spring Hill 
Gailey, Rev. James H., Evergreen 
Jackson, Rev. W. H., Citronelle 
Miller, Rev. H. R., Fole 
Swanstron, Miss Faith, Foley 


North Alabama Presbytery 


Cramer, Rev. Samuel, Russellville 
Hart, Rev. Robert, Childersburg 
Hart, Rev. William, Guntersville 
McNeill, Rev. Robert, Jacksonville 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 
*Partridge, Rev. J. M., Boligee 
Bagby, Rev. F. E., Plantersville 
Carleton, Rev. E. H., Marion Junction 
Elsberry, Rev. Arthur T., Nanafalia 
Johnson, Rev. George F., Reform 
Moore, Rev. A. M., Cuba 


Powell, Rev. W. E., Selma 


SYNOD OF ARKANSAS 
*Davis, Mr. Roy L., Little Rock 


East Arkansas Presbytery 
Hill, Rev. Solon T., Pine Bluff 
Johnson, Rev. Walter, West Helena 
Lindsey, Rev. E. L., Black Rock 
Lotridge, Mr. E. A., Augusta 
McKee, Rev. George, Mountain Home 
Murray, Rev. Carl, Brinkley 
Osborn, Rev. Z. T., Dollarway 
Reed, Mr. Robert, Searcy 
Riccobene, Rev. 8. P., Sylvania 
Schuster, Rev. R. 8., Jonesboro 
Wingard, Rev. John, Paragould 


Ouachita Presbytery 


*Robinson, Rev. Charles B., 
Arkadelphia 





*President or Superintendent of School, 
Superintendent of Home Missions, or 
Presbytery’s Executive Secretary. 





Barr, Rev. John T., Norman 

Bevel, Rev. H. M., Junction City 
Cook, Rev. ar a Arkadelphia 
Dodson, Rev. S , Hamburg 
Delaney, Rev. T. aoe El Dorado 
Shirey, Rev. A. J., Cullendale 
Tranmer, Rev. Robert F., Mt. Holly 


Washburn Presbytery 
Bidwell, Rev. G. C., Prairie Grove 
Cockerham, Rev. , Dardanelle 
Rodman, Rev. J. P., St. Joe 
Stewart, Rev. W. T., Paris 


SYNOD OF FLORIDA 


Florida Presbytery 


*Swicord, Rev. D. A., Panama City 
Alexander, Rev. Theron Tallahassee 
Horger, Rev. Jr., Fort Walton 
Jent, Rev. Walter tom Pensacola 
Kessel, Carl, Blountstown 
Marshall, Rev. J. W., Panama City 
Pickard, Rev. George M. Destin 
Wing, Rev. William T., Jr., Tallahassee 
Young, Rev. D. C., DeFuniak Springs 


St. Johns Presbytery 


Larrick, Rev. A. as Plant City 
Brownlee, Rev. E ., Inverness 
Coulter, Rev. R. E., Brooksville 
Delgado, Rev. Oswald, Lutz 

Field, Rev. Robert F., Uleta 
Fisher, Rev. J. E., Clearwater 
Froehlich, Rev. A. A., Maitland 
Groves, Rev. C. O., Lake Hamilton 
Hamilton, Rev. Hugh C., Orlando 
Hayward, Rev. George, Orlando 
Kramer, Rev. W. D., St. Petersburg 
Melvin, Rev. M. E., Melbourne 
McConnell, Mrs. Julius, Orlando 
Morton, Rev. David C., Tampa 
Passiglia, Rev. W. B., Tampa 





Perkins, Rev. Elton H., Miami 
Price, Rev. Luther L., Miami 
Rowley, Rev. Edward R., 
Daytona Beach 
Toms, Rev. Russell D., Ft. Lauderdale 


Suwanee Presbytery 


*Conyers, Rev. Joseph W., Gainesville 
Abdullah, Rev. Gabriel, Jacksonville 
Avery, Rev. M . S., Jasper 
Blanton, Rev. Leonar. 8., Gainesville 
Dobbins, Rev. Ce O., High Springs 
Eikel, Rev. L. H., Rt. 3, Lake ity 
Hooten, Rev. J. R., Dunnellon 
Jackson, Rev. James L., Jacksonville 
Makin, Rev. T. H., Jacksonville 
McGill, Rev. E. B., Mayport 
Petrie, Rev. Raymond, Williston 
Reaves, Rev. H. L., Rt. 3, Gainesville 
Rust, Rev. A. H., Live Oak 
Wyatt, Rev. M. B., Jacksonville 


SYNOD OF GEORGIA 
Athens Presbytery 


*Phillips, Rev. C. P., ee 
rae od Rev. R. D., Clarksville 
Gibbs, Rev. L. B., Clayton 
Parvin, Rev. Ralph Sta 
Wood, Rev. Miles C., Carnesville 


Atlanta Presbytery 
Talmage, Rev. F. C., Decatur 
Bates, Rev. J. E., Villa Rica 


Cannon, Mr. John, Decatur 

Clary, Rev. E. G., LaGrange 

Cooke, Rev. Jesse, Stockbridge 
Crosland, Mr. Williams, Decatur 
Eckstine, Mr. Jos., Decatur 

Harris, Rev. Albert G., Jr., Stone Mt. 
Harry, Rev. W. G., Warm Springs 
Hazlewood, Rev. Decatur 
James, Rev. L. M., Buford 
Jordan, Mr. Robert, Atlanta 
Legerton, Rev. F. M., Chamblee 
McNair, Rev. J. M., Lawrenceville 


Minor, Rev. H. W., Conyers 
Nesbit, Mr. Kirk Decatur 
Overcash, Rev. Edw. H., Monroe 
Hotchkiss, Mr. Wm., Decatur 
Metzel, Mr. Wm., Decatur 
Watson, Rev. Edward, Atlanta 


Augusta-Macon Presbytery 

*Crawford, Rev. Vernon A., 

Milledgevill e 
Ball, Rev. R. J., Crawfordville 
Beck, Mr. E. Lamar, Wayside 
Clark, Rev. W. M., Thomson 
Crenshaw, Rev. J. C., Greensboro 
Dorris, Rev. Glenn, Dublin 
Kennedy, Rev. Jack M., Augusta 
Kenney, Rev. H. G., Augusta 
Pridgen, Rev. John, ‘Ir., erry 
Scarlett, Mr. Frank, Bath 
Van Saun, Rev. A. C., Washington 
Wainwright, Rev. Lamar, Eastman 
Whitson, Mr. Edward, Evans 


Cherokee Presbytery 


*Merrin, Rev. J. F., Rockmart 
Bremer, Rev. Fred L., Midway 
Dodson, Rev. 8. K., Menlo 
Sneed, Rev. H. L., Parkview 


Savannah Presbytery 


*Harrell, Rev. Wade H., Savannah 
Gillespie, Rev. J. T., St. —e Island 
Perry, Mr. Ng os ie Jess 
Schwanebeck, Rev. Robert. Fitzgerald 
Williams, Rev. Laurence, Savannah 
Winn, Rev. E. 8., McRae 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery 


*Barber, Rev. E. L., Moultrie 
Boozer, Rev. D: David E., Columbus 
Coppock, Rev. J. L., Columbus 
McKay, Rev. William, Thomasville 
Morrison, Rev. Robert 8., Climax 
Secrest, Rev. Leroy V., Camilla 
Skinner, Rev. J. Don, ‘Donalsonville 
Smith, Rev. J. Holmes, Valdosta 
Smith, Rev. W. C., Sylvester 
White, Rev. Thomas J., Cuthbert 





Wood, Rev. John B., Valdosta 








General Assembly: Henry Se sites 
Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. E cott * 
Stated Clerk and Treasurer; Rev. P. J. anon 
Jr., Assistant Stated Clerk and Treasurer. 


The General Council, 324 Church 8t., Decatur, 
Georgia: Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., , Executive 
Secretary; Rev. Bob S. Hodges, ir. Associate 
Secretary; Mr. Bluford Hestir, Director of Public 
Relations; Mrs. Celeste L. Jackson, Treasurer. 


Board of World atone, eats Ave. os. 
Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee: Rev. C. Darb: 
Fulton, D. D., Executive Secretary; Rev. D. 4 
Cumming Educational Secretary; Rev. E 5% 
L. Daniel, Candidate Secretary; Rev. Pau 
Freeland, Secretary of Coerese Relief and I cm 
church Aid; Mr. Hearn, Treasurer. 


Board of Church Extension, 605 nef Grad 
Building, Atlanta 3, gocnates Rev. ernon 2. 
Broyles, Jr., Th.D., Executive Secretary; Rev. 
Charles H. a oe — of Premetions 
Mr. G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 





Agencies of the Church 


M. Carr, Th.D., Secretary, Department of Town 
and Country Church; Mr Hal Hyde, Secretary, 
Department of Urban Church. 

Deas or Nzgcro Work, 712 Henry Grady 

Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. Alex R. 

ae I Secretary. 

Drviston sd ancien Re.ations, 712 Henry 

Grady win Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. 
Sing P. Calhoun, Th.M., Secretary. 


Division oF + ne gr 712 Henry ney 
Bui Atlanta Georgia; Rev. William 
H. M orkle, D. >: "Secretary. 
——- or Rapro anp TE.LzEvision, 712 Henry 
Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. 
M. Alexander, D.D., FA na 


Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Build- 
ing, 8 N. Sixth St., Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va.: 
Rev. ses C. Dendy, D.D., Executive Sec- 

Mr. Clinton + se 
of C a Relations; Mr. John rant, Treas- 
urer; . W. Norman Cook. Boome, Central 
Department of Field Service. 

Drviston or Re.ictous Epucation: Rev. John 
L. Fairly, D.D., Secretary. 





Drviston or Pusurcation: Mr. Cameron D. 
Deans, General Manager. 


Board of {onctie and Relief, 122 South i 
Street, Room 410, Urban Building , Louisville 2, 
Kentucky: Rev. Wade H. Seam, De D., Executive 
Secretary; Rev. Bernard A. Melihany, D.D., 


Board of Women’s Work, Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia: Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, 
Executive Secretary; Miss Mary S. Quidor, Treas 
urer. 


General Ee ry he age | School for Lay Work- 
ers, ven Ay he Richmond 27, Virginia; 
Rev. ew Wade Pichi. D.D., President. 


Trustees of the General Assembly and Presbyterian 
Foundation, Inc., Commercial Bank Bldg., Char- 
lotte, N.C.: Mr. T. 8. McPhee 


ters, President, 
Historical Foundation, Montreat, North Carolina: 
Mr. T. H. Spence, Jr., Director. 


Mountain Retreat Association, Montreat, North 
Carolina: Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D., 


American Bible Society: I. McElroy, 1538 


Drviston or Homm Missrons, 605 H Grad: Diviston or Mun’s Wore: Dr. 8. J. Patterson, Central National Bank, Ri ciel 19, Virginia; 
Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. Claude 4 t., Secretary. B. H. Smith, 25 Walton Street, Atlanta 3; 
Pritch D. ort Me ag or Hieuzr Epvucation: Rev. Hunter Georgia; H. Langham, 2233 Bryan Street, 
Millan, D.D., Secretary meritus; Rev. James B. Blakely, Th.D., Secretary. Dallas 4, Texas. 
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For Church Paper Week -- A Magazine 


AS DIFFERENT AS 
NIGHT AND DAY 


Tinta 
OUR ard 
PRES ATAUT 


$2.50 a year, $1 com- 
mission for new sub- 
scriptions to church 


groups, $ .50 for re- J) OU) R \ ya’ 
newals. 


From the 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal church paper 
. you now read 
Weaverville 


North Carolina 








Gentlemen: 

Enclosed you will find our check for $-..........-- for subscriptions 
listed. For each new subscription we have retained $1 commission 
andjor each renewal a 50c commission. 





(CHURCH GROUP) (NAME OF CHURCH) 





(NAME OF INDIVIOUAL REMITTING) 





(ADDRESS) 





city ZONE STATE 








Subscribe for THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER 


the largest Presbyterian Weekly in America 


= : tee 


A year’s subscription to the CHRISTIAN OBSERVER brings you issue after issue of inspiration and enjoyment— 
help, comfort, instruction and entertainment for all ages. ($4 for a year’s subscription.) 


CHURCH PAPER WEEK — December 6-13 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER 412 South Third Street Louisville 2, Ky. 
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A Christmas Dream 


The 
Stableman’s 
Story 


SALLY NEILL ROACH 
Louisville, Kentucky 





ie things occur! Three decades since that time 
When I, in early manhood, faced the world, 
Possessed of brain and blood and sturdy brawn, 

But otherwise, the poorest of the poor; 

Right glad for hire to tend my master’s stalls; 

And gladder still that one, unfilled, was there, 

In which, on clean, sweet straw, my bed might be. 
One night, the town—’twas down at Bethlehem— 
Was thronged with people who must there be taxed, 
And officers and soldiers to enroll, 

Till every place was full,—and still they came. 
Outside my stable door I idly stood 

To watch the passing throng, when near me paused 
A donkey led by anxious, dust-stained man 

And ridden by a woman. Strangers, they! 

What chance had I to know just who they were? 
The man bespoke me. Nowhere could he find 

The needed shelter. I described the Inn. 

He had been there and had been turned away. 

Had he no friend in all the town? Not one, 

Nor where that he could go. A quick thought came 
Of time I had such need. "Tis hard to tell 

What made me bold. I offered what I had— 

A stall with bed of straw—and took myself 

To empty corner out of sight and slept. 


That night the stall received three occupants 
Where I had welcomed two. Ere midnight passed 
A Babe slept in the manger, and ere dawn 

Some shepherds, hurrying, came from neighboring hills, 
And begged to see the Child. In haste they told 

A wondrous tale of vision they had seen, 

And song angelic heard. I thought them crazed. 
Naught of themselves the strangers to me said, 
Except they both had come of David’s line, 

And hence must register in Bethlehem;— 

And I could ask no more. Ere many days, 

Sent far away, I lost sight of them all. 


The years passed on, and I, of Israel’s God, 

Was blessed in time with home and wife and child. 
Then, like a thunder-clap, there came the blow, 
When I was driven forth—a leper!—cursed!— 
And all the world seemed dark! 


Last night I came, 
All clean and well, to tell of One whose touch 
Shrank not from the vile soreness of my flesh, 
But gave me life, and left me pure and whole! 
And more—the Man who healed and sent me home 
Was that same Babe who came as my own guest— 
Yes, mine—when I was poorest of the poor! 
I gave to Him a stall just lined with straw, 
And cattle manger for His cradle-bed. 
He gave to me my manhood and my home 
And well-filled veins and eager, hopeful, view 
Of future years. Right well my gift was paid! 
I’ve learned that many think He is the Christ,— 
Messiah, long foretold—with power to give 
Not only temporal, but eternal good. 
Most strange, if this is true! Of David’s line 
I knew Him then to be. How could I know 
He was the Christ—they seemed as poor as I— 
Or that one day He’d give me back my life? 


And He was guest of mine! Slept in my stall! 
Jehovah works great things in Israel. 
Perhaps the shepherds were not crazy as I thought. 



































Crusade Spreads 


to put Christ back into Christmas 


By PEARL WEATHERS 


“Put Christ back into CHRIST- 
MAS” campaigns are springing up all 
over the nation. This healthy, and 
long over-due, sign of returning 
recognition of the religious signi- 
ficance of the celebration of Christ’s 
birth seems to be sweeping the 
country. 

Within the last three years, large 
cities, small towns, and rural com- 
munities from every nook and corner 
of the United States have begun or- 
ganized, thoughtful efforts to decom- 
mercialize Christmas. A heart-warm- 
ing revolt is evident against blaring 
commercialization of what should be 
a happy and sacred holiday. Too 
many department stores wearing the 
grooves out of tinny recordings of 
beloved old Christmas hymns, too 
many liquor stores displaying manger 
scenes, and too many advertisements 
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from Hallowe’en on, trumpeting the 
“spend-like-crazy-for-a-happy-Christ- 
mas” theme, have brought on the 
reaction. 

From the vastly spread cities of the 
far west, to the crowded areas of the 
north, and through the smaller south- 
ern cities, Chambers of Commerce and 
ministerial groups have combined to 
insist that Christ again be made cen- 
tral in Christmas. An awakening to 
the realization that Christ has been 
given a back seat on the very oc- 
casion of the celebration of His birth, 
has touched off special emphases 
which have gained much momentum 
over the past few years. 

One beautiful reflection of this 
change in heart among many Amer- 
ican people is the presentation in sev- 
eral cities of living tableaux of the 
nativity scenes. Many churches are 
leading the way in this, bringing the 
great old story very effectively to 





DALLAS leaders in the drive 
to “put Christ back into Christ- 
mas” are almost dwarfed 
by one of the giant bill- 
boards bearing a religious 
message erected throughout 
the Southwestern metropo- 
lis. Churches of various 
faiths co-operated with the 
Jaycees in last year’s cam- 
paign, which also included 


posters in streetcars and 
distribution of windshield 
stickers. 


the modern Christian. The live char- 
acters are unable to pose for long 
periods of time, of course, but often 
and regular changes in the “cast” 
easily answer this problem. 

Not all the problems of these living- 
scene presentations are as easily 
solved. There’s the story of a North 
Carolinian “shepherd” who was 
spotted in the midst of the nativity 
picture, still absentmindedly puffing 
his cigar. And two little “angels” in 
one scene began a very lively fight 
that somewhat disturbed the posed 
composure of the tableau. Twentieth 
century lighting is fine, but when one 
Texas “wise man” pulled up the flow- 
ing sleeve of his antique robe to take 
a look at his wrist watch, his overdue 
replacement was hustled into action 
quickly. And then there was the near- 
tragedy when another little angel 
backed into the open fire. Except for 
occasional braying from the live 
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donkeys in the scenes, the animal 
members of most of these casts have 
behaved quite admirably. 

Other types of reminders of Christ’s 
place in Christmas are as numerous as 
the imaginations of many Christians 
have been able to think up. In New 
York City and Baton Rouge, Louisi- 
ana, huge crosses recalled the great 
significance of the occasion. On exclu- 
sive Park Avenue, last year for the 
first time a huge 140 x 75 foot cross 
beamed out the message. It was 
formed by lighted windows in the 
34-story New York Central Building. 
The cross was lighted after a special 
service at Brick Presbyterian Church 
nearby. The 34-story Louisiana state 
capitol also was lighted up in the 
form of the cross. Viewers for 30 
miles around were reminded of the 
deeper meaning of Christmas. 

Even parades have taken a place in 
this movement. Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania, last year staged its first reli- 
gious Christmas parade. The Junior 
Chamber of Commerce there spon- 
sored the affair, which was climaxed 
by a carol-sing in which 10,000 peo- 
ple participated. Springfield, Ohio, 
called its parade a “Christmas Story 
Parade,” with floats of religious sub- 
jects only. Van Nuys, California, 
showed Biblical scenes in its parade, 
using live actors and animals on the 
floats. 

Of special significance is the fact 
that more than 200 programs about 
the Christmas story were carried to 
people behind the Iron Curtain last 
vear as the Voice of America broad- 
cast the message in 46 languages. From 
Korea, the Voice of America sent 
out recordings of Christmas carol 
singing by soldiers of the various 
nations. 

Official attacks against overcom- 
mercialization of the holiday period 
came from many sources. 

The North Carolina Chain Store 
Council, for example, last year pub- 
lished a sixteen-page booklet of pic- 
tures and descriptions of the 1951 
religious parade at Henderson, North 
Carolina, hoping to encourage com- 
munities in the Tar Heel State to co- 
Operate in such a non-commercial 
Christmas effort. 

In many cities, ministerial alliances 
brought combined pressures against 
merchants to de-emphasize the “buy- 
now-for-Christmas-jov” efforts, and 
Place greater emphasis on Christmas’ 
deeper meaning. Especial efforts are 
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being made again this year to dis- 
courage the many weeks of drum- 
beating for Christmas shopping. Some 
cities’ stores were urged to use the 
window displays to emphasize the 
religious aspect of the season, and the 
public in general is being asked to use 
religious themes for the pictures and 
greetings on Christmas cards. 

The National Council of Churches 
of Christ is backing special efforts to 
halt the liquor-ad sponsored spread 
of pre-Christmas and New Year drink- 
ing. This nation-wide effort has had 
its echoes in many cities. 

In Lancaster, Pennsylvania, for in- 
stance, the ministerial association of- 
ficially condemned too early emphasis 
on Christmas shopping, the sale of 
Christmas goods on Sunday, the mix- 
ing of sacred and secular music, the 
use of religious symbols in ads, and 
especially the use of alcoholic bever- 
ages at office Yuletide parties. 

Another stinging attack on buy- 
more Christmas drives was delivered 
by the Washington Federation of 
Churches. Members of the Federation 
declared that Christmas music has 
been commercialized, too, and _ is 
being made a tool for business pur- 
poses. Proper use of Christmas carols 
is strenuously urged. 

Music—the great Christmas music 
of the Church—is playing an increas- 
ingly important part in the American 
Christmas observance, quite aside 
from its abuse by some merchants. 
Throughout the nation, choirs of 
many churches draw thousands to 
hear Handel’s “Messiah,” concerts of 
the great carols and hymns, and pre- 
sentations of the Christmas story and 
the life of Christ, told in music. 

The list of cities and towns giving 
unusual expression to this shift in U.S. 
thinking could be continued for pages. 
Here are just a few more: 

In Huntington, West Virginia, the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce asked 
that ministers of the city preach a 
sermon on the theme, “Let’s Put 
Christ Back into Christmas.” 

This growing trend towards a more 
religious observance of Christmas is 
being supported more and more by 
Church and secular groups, both 
Protestant and Catholic. It is difficult 
to know where true celebration of 
Christ’s birth ends and commercializa- 
tion of the season begins, but thou- 
sands are earnestly seeking to give 
back to Christ the day that com- 
memorates His birth. END 
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ACROSS THE NATION cities are pushing 
with new zeal the drive to “put Christ back 
into Christmas.” @ In Cedar Rapids, lowa, 
this float entered by students of a Lutheran 
parochial school won first prize. @ In Pater- 
son, N. J., this float depicting an open Bible 
won a prize in the fifth annual pre-Christmas 
parade. It was entered by Madison Avenue 
Baptist Church’s Christian Service Brigade. 
Some 18 floats showing the true meaning of 
Christmas were in this parade. @ And in 
Toledo, Ohio, large outdoor billboards placed 
along Main Street were part of last year’s 
drive to encourage proper observance of the 
Lord’s birthday. Last year for the first time 
in the city’s history a pageant-parade held 
in downtown Toledo portrayed the story of 
Christmas, with 20 churches providing floats. 


51 


alwietien | 





U4 














MRS. MARY HELON AMACKER of 
Shelby, Mississippi, has been named to 
a post in the Department of Christian 
Vocation, in Richmond. She is a graduate 
of Belhaven College. She will assist Mr. 
Dallas Smith, director, with the personnel 
placement program. 


Uncover Tombs of 
Sanhedrin Members 

JERUSALEM— The Israel Exploration 
Society, resuming excavations at Beth 
Shearim in Galilee, seat of the San- 
hedrin between the second and fourth 
century, has uncovered the tombs 
of two Sanhedrin members. 

They have been identified as Rab- 
bis Shimon and Gamaliel, possibly the 
sons of Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi (135- 
220), author of the Mishnah. 


World Council Leaders Hear 
Praise of East German Christians 


GENEVA—The “steadfast faith” East 
German Christians demonstrated un- 
der Communist antichurch pressures 
was lauded by Dr. W. A. Visser t 
Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, in a report pre- 
sented to the Council’s executive com- 
mitte at nearby Bossey. 

The report highlighted the open- 
ing session of the committee’s annual 
meeting. In it, Dr. Visser ’c Hooft 
also noted the increased interest in 
World Council work being shown by 
Hungarian Protestant Churches and 
emphasized that the World Council’s 
Second Assembly, to be held at Evans- 
ton, Ill., next August, offers “a great 
challenge.” 





As soon as a new British Queen has 
sworn on the Holy Bible to “maintain 
the laws of God,” the Bible is pre- 
sented to her by the Archbishop and 
the Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland with 
these words: “Our Gracious Queen: to 
keep your Majesty ever mindful of 
the law and the gospel of God as the 
rule for the whole life and govern- 
ment of Christian princes, we present 
you with this Book, the most valuable 
thing that this world affords. Here is 
wisdom, this is the royal law; these 
are the lively oracles of God.” 








DESTINED FOR THE CONGO are the bandages made by these 


women of White Cross of East Hanover (Virginia) Presbytery. At work at 
Grace Covenant Church in Richmond, they are: Mrs. H. Ward Randolph, 
Mrs. Fred Hunt, and Mrs. A. Collie Goolsby. White Cross is an interdenomina- 


tional service organization. 
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PAUL E. NEWEY, recently of North 
Carolina and before that of Illinois, will 
head the new Atlanta Book Store to be 
opened shortly by the Board of Chris- 
tian Education. Mr. Newey is a graduate 
of Northwestern University and for the 
past fourteen years, until 1952, was as- 
sociated with a manufacturer of steel 
building products as comptroller and 
later as treasurer and member of the 
board. Miss Verita Barnett, on the staff 
of the Regional Director in Florida, will 
join the staff of the new bookstore in a 
managerial capacity in sales and mer- 
chandising, according to Cameron Deans, 
Secretary of the Board’s Division of 
Publication. 


Graham Resigns from 
Spiritual Retreat Project 


_MONTREAT, N, C.—Evangelist Billy 
Graham said at his home here that 
he had resigned as honorary chairman 
of a group interested in purchasing 
the Glen Eyrie estate near Colorado 
Springs, Colo., as the site for a spirit- 
ual retreat center. 

“After much prayer and thought, 
and in view of the present world con- 
ditions,” Dr. Graham said, “I have de- 
cided to devote my entire time to the 
program of evangelism, concentrating 
more and more on the medium of tele- 
vision. 

“Therefore, I have decided not to 
go ahead with the project. 

“I have tendered my resignation to 
the group and will have no part in any 
future plans that may develop relative 
to this or any other property. 

“T have determined that my pro- 
gram will be integrated with existing 
churches and conference centers.” 
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(A True Story) 


our home, as in any home where there are young 

children. To help you fully understand the degree 
of excitement, it would be most helpful to tell you 
that had Santa Claus come in a high-powered jet, he 
doubtless would not have been heard. The usual prep- 
arations were complete for a big family dinner—a 
turkey stuffed to overflowing, with all the trimmings, 
right on down to the last mouthful of dessert. Our 
family was gathered round. We were like any average 
family, thankful and happy—and noisy. 

But in all the excitement, the true Spirit of Christmas 
was not lost to us, as it may sound, for something very 
precious began in our family this Christmas season of 
1952. 

My husband and I are blessed with two fine boys, 
the older of whom prompted this story. 

Santa Claus is too often the central figure of Christ- 
mas, so weeks before December 25th, I began talking 
to Jody about the true meaning of Christmas. He knew 
already that it is the celebration of Jesus’ birth, through 
teachings at home and at Sunday school, but being 
under four years of age at the time, he was just be- 
ginning to understand. 

A ‘ew days after one of our discussions over break- 


[- was Christmas Eve, and excitement ran high in 


DECEMBER, 1953 


Happy 
Birthday, 


Dear 


Jesus 


NOTE: The October-December is- 
sue of “Day by Day” contains a 
Christmas Family Worship Service 
which can be used effectively by 
families having small children. Its 
central idea is similar to that of 
this article. 

The Day by Day service has also 
been reproduced as a self-mailing 
Christmas card which can be used 
by church groups wishing to pro- 
vide families with this help for 
their family worship. Such cards 
can be ordered in quantity from 
the Presbyterian Book Stores in 
Richmond and Dallas. (35¢ per 
dozen; $2.75 per 100.) 


fast dishes, Jody came to me, and asked quite simply 
and expectantly, if Jesus were going to have a birth- 
day cake. The idea had never occurred to me, but is 
a natural question for a little child. So upon catching 
my breath, I replied that if Jody wanted Him to 
have one, we most certainly would see to it. So we de- 
cided to bake one, and then the question arose as to 
which one of the many kinds we would make for Him. 
Jody wanted to know if I didn’t think He would like 
chocolate. Chocolate it was to be. By way of explana- 
tion as to how that particular kind of cake was selected 
so easily, chocolate is Jody’s favorite. And we decided 
that Jesus would like any kind that Jody liked. 

Christmas dinner was finished, and now it was time 
for dessert. There were four children present, so we 
had put four candles on Jesus’ birthday cake, so that 
each one. would have a candle to blow. The true Spirit 
of Christmas was with us, as the children raised their 
voices in the ever familiar Happy Birthday song— 
“Happy Birthday, Dear Jesus, Happy Birthday to You.” 

It was Christmas, “and, lo, the angel of the Lord 
came upon them.” 


—From December Presbyterian Women 
By Mrs. Joseph H. Boatwright. 
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The best commentary for 
Your Sunday school classes 





By 
Your Sunday school classes 
can be more helpful, livelier, 
more inspired—if you use this 
famous commentary on the 
International Sunday School 
Lessons. Bible-centered, evan- 
gelical in emphasis, The 
Douglass Sunday School Les- 
sons, 1954, are invaluable to 
every minister, teacher and 
class member. They offer an 
abundance of concrete, useful 
ideas for improving and en- 
riching lesson study, includ- 
ing the famous “Hints to 
Teachers.” 
With this outstanding 
book you can... 


* Plan each lesson most effectively 


* Show how to apply the teachings 
of the lessons to everyday life 


* Stress to the fullest the evangel- 
ical appeal 


* Have vital, lively class discussions 


* Use striking illustrations from life 
and literature 


* Teach temperance and resistance 
to temptation 


* And—new with this year’s volume 
—you can use audio-visual aids. 
Suggestions for these aids are 
included. 

Dr. Earl L. Douglass has 
never relaxed in his efforts to 
improve each volume in this 
series, making it the most ef- 
fective aid available. Buy your 
copy now for the most suc- 
cessful Sunday school year in 


1954- $2.95 
At your bookstore, or write 


the A lacm lla 4 Compan Ye 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 









Earl L. Douglass 
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Adult Education Director Gives 


Enthusiastic Endorsement of Book 


Gumerosts To CREATIVE WorsHIP, 
Edward W. and Anna Laura Geb- 
hard, Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nash- 
ville, 1953, 174 pages, $2.50. 


With the help provided by this 
book, parents should be able to dis- 
cover ways in which their family 
worship experiences can be made vital 
for the faith of every person in the 
family. With a keen understanding of 
the true elements of worship, the au- 
thors direct the reader toward a much 


| more creative type of family worship. 


This new and excellent book pro- 


| First Philippine Protestant 
| Missionaries Consecrated 


MANILA—Four workers of the 
United Church of Christ in the Philip- 
pines became the first persons to be 


| commissioned as foreign missionaries 
_ by a Philippine Protestant body when 
| they were consecrated at a ceremony 
| here. 





SIhAaN 


CONFIRMATION 
= BAPTISMAL a 


DOCTORS 











vides help concerning table graces, 
table conversation, the use of the 
Bible, singing in the home, individual 
worship, and many other things. The 
appendix of the book containing re- 
sources for family worship is excel- 
lent and wiil provide many helpful 
materials. 


This book is recommended for all 
parents and should certainly be in- 
cluded in every church library. 


Wituiam P. ANDERSON, Jr. 
Director, Adult Education 





The Rev. and Mrs. Jorge R. Quis- 
mundo were assigned to Indonesia and 
the Rev. and Mrs. Jose D. Estoye to 
Thailand following their consecra- 
tion at the denomination’s central 
church here. Two United Church 
bishops presided at the service. 

Launching of a foreign’ missions 
program was decided upon by the 
United Church at its third general 
assembly in May, 1952, after Dr. 
Leonardo Dia, general secretary, re- 
ported that requests for missionaries 
had been received from Indonesia 
and Thailand. 

The United Church was founded 
in 1948 as a federation of five Prot- 
estant bodies—the Philippine Pres- 
byterian, Methodist, Congregational 
Christian, United Brethren Churches, 
the Disciples of Christ of northern 
Philippines—and has a membership 
of about 140,000. Its presiding bishop 
is Dr. Enrique C. Sobrepena. 
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Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Secretary of 


Home Missions, grins his appreciation 


from the seat of his new Chevrolet, gift of his friends, presented at the Montreat 
Church Extension Conference last summer. Rev. Robert Walkup (left) who is 
president of the Home Missions Association, called: the veteran secretary “the 
living embodiment of the spirit of home missions.” 


LET US WITH CAUTION indulge the supposition that morality 
be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the 
influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason 
and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious principle. —George W ashington. 


(Moody Monthly) 
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RUTH AND BOAZ 
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| that can be worn in 


| an aid I can wear 


| hard of hearing?” 


“This is a book which will 
prove most helpful in daily 
use. I want one for my study 
at the church and one for 
Mrs. Peale at home.” 

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
Marble Collegiate Church, 
New York City 


The Protestant Year 1954 


A daily diary, almanac, and engagement book pre- 
pared by the editors of The Christian Herald with 
an introduction by Dr. Daniel A. Poling 





Filling a_ long-felt need among Protestants active in 
church affairs, this handsome and useful desk book pro- 
vides complete daily information about Protestant observ- 
ances and anniversaries, including those of all the major 


denominations. A daily Bible reading, an —— 
quotation, and for Sundays, the Internationa Sunday 
School Lesson references are also included. Ample space 


to record the engagements and happenings of each day 

is provided. Every Protestant home and office should 

have a copy. Makes an ideal gift. Only $2.95 
At your bookstore or 
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Hear Better 


with new electronic marvel 


Transistor 


HEARING METHOD 
“CAN I GET a hearing aid operated 





| entirely by a single ‘energy capsule’ 


smaller than a dime in diameter? ... 
without any vac- 
uum tubes? 


the hair? Can I get 


so that NO ONE 
will know I am 


Anew FREE book- 
let, “Facts about 
Transistor Hearing 
Aids,” by the au- 
thor of a 600-page 
text on hearing in- 
struments and na- 
tionally known authority on hearing 
instruments, gives you the FACTS. It 
tells the truth about transistor hear- 
ing aids and will save you many hard- 
earned dollars. 

L. A. WATSON, President 
' Medical Acoustic Instrument Co. 

Room 11D, 21 No. 3rd St., Mpls. 1, Minn. 
Please send me (in plain envelope) your 


FREE booklet. “Facts About Transistor 
Hearing Aids.” 





L. A. WATSON 
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—What can the Christian 
p= think and do about 





war and peace? 


CHRISTIANITY. 
DIPLOMACY 
AND WAR 


by HERBERT BUTTERFIELD, 
professor of modern history at Cam- 
bridge University 


A distinguished British historian here 
evaluates the roles of diplomacy and 
war in human life—their history, pur- 
poses, limits, dangers, and possibilities. 
He supplies the background for an in- 
telligent analysis of the three major 
threats to the world today—total war, 
revolution, and modern barbarism— 
and suggests what Christianity and di- 
plomacy can do to overcome them. 


The Chapters 
CHRISTIANITY AND HUMAN PROBLEMS 
Tue Limits OF A WAR OF DEFENSE 

THE “WAR FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 


HuMAN NATURE AND HUMAN 
CULPABILITY 


AGGRESSION 
POWER AND DIPLOMACY 
AN INTERNATIONAL ORDER 
IDEOLOGICAL DIPLOMACY VERSUS 
AN INTERNATIONAL ORDER 


A closely reasoned, rewarding book 
for everyone who seeks realistic, Chris- 
tian guidance through our present 


world tangle of truth, half-truth, and 
expediency. 


$1.75 





at 
your 


bookstore 
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A \ LEARN AT HOME 
PAM) TO BE A PRACTICAL NURSE 


*® You can learn practical nursing at home 
in spare time. Course endorsed by phy- 
sicians. Thousands of graduates. 
HIGH SCHOOL NOT REQUIRED 
7 55th year. One graduate has charge of 
iif: 10-bed hospital. Another saved $400 
, while learning. Equipment included. 
Men, women, 18 to 60. Easy tuition payments. Trial plan. 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Dept. 2012, 25 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4, III. 
Piease send free booklet and 16 sample lesson pages. 
Name. 
City 








State Age 
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Rev. Lannie Parnell takes soil to 
be placed in cornerstone from first 
spade of dirt as Elder W. G. Ricks 
and Dr. W. B. Hewitt hold the 
spade. Architect’s drawing of new 
Hewitt Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. 


Mansfield Church 
Gets New Building 


First Presbyterian Church in Mans- 
field, Louisiana, is getting a new build- 
ing and with it a new name, according 
to Rev. Lannie Parnell, pastor. Ground 
was broken several weeks ago for the 
$70,000 church and educational build- 
ing. The Hewitt Memorial Church, 
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as it will be known when completed, 


| is being constructed on a lot given 


with a check for $23,000 by Dr. W. B. 
Hewitt in memory of his mother, a 
lifelong member. 

Nineteen fifty-three is centennial 
year for the Mansfield church. All the 
former pastors were invited to take 
part in the services on October 18. 

Located at the corner of Louisiana 
and Monroe Streets, the new building 
will be of brick veneer and will in- 
clude 6,240 feet of floor space. The 
sanctuary will seat about 175, with 
pastor’s study and choir room on 
either side of the chancel. Plans for 
the educational building provide for 
a Sunday school assembly room, eight 
classrooms, chapel, church parlor, 
kitchen, and rest rooms. 
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Church 
of the 
Month 


In a picturesque tropical setting on 
the shores of a beautiful lake, with its 
white stucco walls running up to a 
ted Spanish tile roof, the Park Lake 
Presbyterian Church is a spiritual cen- 
ter in the heart of Orlando, Florida. 

Keeping pace with the growth of 
the city, this 27-year-old church has 
a communicant membership today of 
1800. Three hundred new members 
were received into the fellowship last 
year, and during the past ten years 
more than 2500 have been added. Dr. 
C. H. Ferran was the first pastor, 
serving until 1942, when he retired 
and was elected pastor emeritus. Park 
Lake then called Dr. Robert H. Mc- 
Caslin, who began his pastorate in Sep- 
tember, 1942, coming from the Second 
Church in Memphis. 

In 1948 a Planning Council was ap- 
pointed to study the need for building, 
and as a result an over-all plan for 


expansion was proposed. ‘The ~-first 


step was the construction of a three- 


story educational building which was 
consecrated in June, 1952. Further 
plans include two transepts to enlarge 
the seating capacity of the sanctuary 
and provide additional Sunday school 
classrooms. The church now accom- 
modates 600 and has two identical 
morning services. 

The Sunday school has instituted 
the teacher-rotation system, and con- 
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ducts week night study courses for 
teachers in service and a forty-week 
training course for prospective teach- 
ers. Two boy scout troops, three girl 
scout groups, and a recreation pro- 
gram including softball and basketball 
teams, Sunday school departmental 
outings and parties, and class projects, 
is a part of the educational program. 
This work is under the direction of 
the Rev. Malcolm L. Watson, former 
missionary to Brazil, who was called 
as minister of education in May, 1952. 

With an accent on service the 
church has sent two of its young peo- 
ple into full-time work, one as a 
missionary to Honduras and the other 
as director of religious education in 
Atlanta. Five men are now candidates 
for the Gospel ministry and three girls 
are studying for full-time service. 
Twenty-nine men of the church serve 
as ruling elders and thirty-five are on 
the diaconate. Last summer a board of 
junior deacons was organized where 





If you would like to have your church 
considered for Church of the Month, send a 
glossy photo and a short history of the 
church to: Presbyterian News, The General 
Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S., 324 Church 
Street, Decatur, Georgia. 

































thirteen young men train for future 
responsibility in the church. 

Park Lake is unique in many ways. 
In its membership are five generations 
of Presbyterians who have been mem- 
bers of the various churches served by 
Dr. McCaslin in Memphis, Jackson- 
ville, Montgomery, and Bowling 
Green. Forty-six states, all the prov- 
inces of Canada and sixteen foreign 
countries are numbered among _ its 
communicants. It has organized State 
Clubs to meet for fellowship and 
study, an International Club with 
members from all over the world, and 
a Scotch Club with twenty-one ndtive- 
born Scots. Eight regular communi- 
cants are ordained ministers of the 
Gospel, nine are minister’s wives, and 
twenty-four are “children of the 
manse.” 

In 1930 the church assumed the sup- 
port of its first missionary, and this 
interest -has grown until it now. sup- 
ports one worker on the home field 
and one on the foreign field. It main- 
tains a growing chapel outpost where 
Sunday school and church services | 
are held each week, and it is active in 
a newly organized movement among 
the Presbyterian laymen of Orlando 
to survey the city and_ establish 
churches in new areas of this rapidly 
growing city, thus strengthening the 
home mission work of the presbytery. 
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} effective, and economical. 
4 Over 7,000 IN USE, increase 
i attendance, interest, and 
collections. Write today for 
Illus. Catalog PS. 
Winters Specialty Company, 
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Christians have a 
duty to support 
the United Nations 


Christian people have a duty to 
support the United Nations, and make 
full use of its great possibilities as an 
instrument for creating a just and 
durable peace and collective security. 

This is the essence of a message 
“Christians Look at the United Na- 
tions,” which has just gone out to con- 
stituent churches of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in 46 countries. The 
message was adopted in the closing 
hours of the Executive Committee of 
the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, meeting at Ce- 
ligny (near Geneva), Switzerland, in 
August. The Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs was 
created by the World Council of 
Churches and the International Mis- 
sionary Council and serves the two 
international church organizations 











The New Devotional Book by 
E. STANLEY JONES 


GROWING 
SPIRITUALLY 


Companion Volume to 
Abundant Living 











“If you are not a creative and 
growing person, you are an unhappy 
person,” says E. Stanley Jones. 


In this stimulating book of 365 
daily devotional readings, Dr. Jones 
tells how, with God’s help, you can 
be that “creative and growing per- 
son” —how you can become spirit- 
ually mature. 


Step by step he shows how to cast 
aside anxiety, fear, worry, resent- 
ment, jealousy, egocentricity, and 
bondage to “the herd”—and how 
to fill your life with love, peace, joy, 
good temper, kindliness, fidelity, 


generosity, adaptability, self-control, 
and fellowship. With keen insight 
into the relationships of our spirit- 
ual, physical, and mental natures, 
he shows how increasing spiritual 
maturity can bring about better 
bodily health, greater poise and 
peace of mind, and happier day-by- 
day relations with our fellow men. 


GROWING SPIRITUALLY is 
personal and direct. As you read it, 
you will feel that E. Stanley Jones 
understands your problems—that he 
is speaking to you—that he is your 
friend. 


384 PAGES. POCKET SIZE. $1.50 





At all bookstores 
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jointly, in their relationships with 
governmental and intergovernmenta: 
agencies. 

Twenty-one national commissions 
in North America, Europe, and the 
Far East co-operate with the C.C.L.A. 
In the United States the co-operating 
organization is the Department of In- 
ternational Justice and Goodwill of 
the National Council of Churches. 

The “message” describes the United 
Nations as “in many respects directed 
toward goals which Christians believe 
to be in accordance with God’s will 
for justice among his children,” al- 





Regu. 





though it admittedly “reflects the dis- Jin m 
order of this interdependent world.” press 
The message also cites the value of Th 
the U.N. as a “world forum,” as “the 
best means for co-ordinating the ac- lurn 
tivities of the nations for human wel- Miread | 
fare,” and in combating “ignorance, Nj, 
want, and disease, especially in under- 
developed territories.” ges 
They 





There is a warning, however, that 


“The tremendous task of developing Versi 
effective international machinery can- Mare h 
not be performed within a few years, Bin Ki, 
but only by the patient and cumv- : a 
lative effort of generations.” “To aid 
in this task,” it says, “is a Christian 
duty.” 
: Recen 
hed 3 
Reports Britain Ripe hear t 
For Religious Revival Isaiah 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—The_ recent 
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II has 
created an “ideal mood” for a relig- 
ious revival in England, according to 
Anglican Bishop Hugh Gough of 
Bartling. 

Dr. Gough said here he hopes that 
mood continues until next spring when 
Evangelist Billy Graham begins a 
campaign in London. 
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en.” al- Mpkegular reading of the Bible has marked a turning point 
the dis- in many a life. Yet, too often, difficult, out-of-date ex- 
world.” pressions discourage our attempts at day-by-day reading. 
value = This Christmas you can give those you love a Bible they’ll 
| md e jurn to twice as often because it’s written in the easy-to- 
nan wel- (rad language of today: the Revised Standard Version. 
norance, @ Ninety-one Bible scholars cooperated in the fourteen- 
n under- year-long labor to produce this accurate version of the Bible. 
ver, that They have preserved the timeless beauty of the King James 


veloping )«rsion, yet freed the Bible from outdated expressions that 


\ery can- Mire hard to understand. (Did you know, for instance, that 
-w years, [in King James’ time “by and by” meant immediately? That 
d cumu- @ man’s “conversation” meant his conduct?) 

“To aid 

Christian 


Newest Version Really Our Oldest 


Recent dramatic discoveries of ancient manuscripts have 
hed new light on the Scriptures. (In a long-forgotten cave 
near the Dead Sea, for example, shepherds chanced on the 
saiah Scroll—a nearly complete text dating from about 
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ow your gift may make this Christmas 


a turning point in someone's life 


the time of Christ.) The Revised Standard Version is based 
on the most authoritative manuscripts—some earlier than 
any previously known. It is in a sense our oldest Bible. 
The Perfect Christmas Gift 

As this clear and powerful Bible strengthens your loved 
ones’ understanding of God’s Word, it can bring them— 
perhaps for the very first time—all the help, all the stimu- 
lation the Scriptures offer in these troubled times. 

Give those you love the magnificent Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible for Christmas. Truly, the RSVB may 
be the most treasured gift you’ll ever give. 


Hear ‘‘The Evening Comes” on ABC stations, Sunday 5:05 P. M. E.S.T. 
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Church Membership 
Passes 92 Million 


NEW yorkK—Church membership in 
the United States climbed to 92,277,- 
129 in 1952, a new all-time high. 

This was a gain of 3,604,124, or 4.1 
per cent over the previous year. A 
total of 59 per cent of Americans— 
three out of every five—are now 
members of religious bodies. 

The statistics were reported in the 
1953 Yearbook of American Churches, 
to be published here Sept. 14 by the 
National Council of Churches. They 
are based on figures given by 251 
religious bodies. 

According to the Yearbook, the 
church membership gain in 1952 was 
two and a half times greater than the 
country’s population growth. This has 
continued a trend of the past decade. 

Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Yearbook 
editor, said the 1952 increase was more 
than double the annual gain during 
the past decade, “accelerating an up- 
ward trend that has been maintained 
in this country for the past 100 years.” 

Dr. Landis attributed the marked in- 
crease largely to the greatly increased 
birth rates of the 1940’s. He also 
credited the membership rise to “the 
wide-spread, systematic program car- 
ried out by the churches and the 
generally felt need for guidance in 
times of international tension and up- 
heaval.” 

Another factor in the gain, Dr. 
Landis said, was that nine religious 
bodies reporting for the first time 
added 335,528 members missing from 
previous lists. Without them, how- 
ever, the gain in membership was 3.7 
per cent—still an all-time high. 

Protestants registered a membership 
gain of 3.9 per cent during the year 
and Roman Catholics increased 3.5 per 
cent. Protestants now number 54,229,- 
963 or 34.7 per cent of the population, 
while there are 30,253,427 Roman 
Catholics, or 19.3 per cent. Gains 
for both groups have been virtually 
on a par for more than 50 years. 

(No precise comparison is possible 
between Protestant and Roman Cath- 
olic figures. Most Protestant churches 
enumerate as members persons who 
have attained full membership, usually 
at age thirteen. Roman Catholics re- 
gard all baptized persons, including 
children, as members. ) 

Judaism is the third largest relig- 


60 





PRAYER~ 


At the Close of the Year 


Grant unto us, O Lord, a sense of 
eternity within our hearts as we come 
to the close of that period of time 
which men call a year. While others 
shout and revel, and the noise-makers 
follow the custom of savages in their 
efforts to frighten away evil spirits, 
keep us quiet within that we may take 
stock of the days that are past and 
make wise plans for those ahead. 

We thank Thee that our God is 
outside the human category of time, 
without beginning of days or end of 
years. Keep us ever mindful of the 
fact that our Saviour left eternity, 
dipped briefly into time, and returned 


unharmed to the highest heaven, there 
to live and reign forever more. Bx 
cause He lives, we who trust Him 
shall live also, even though death 
holds temporary power over temporal 
life. In this confidence, let us face the 
issues of our day, bear our burdens 
and accomplish our mission. 

As the New Year approaches, give 
us faith to say with the psalmist of 
old: “We will rejoice in thy salva- 
tion, and in the name of our God we 
will set up our banners.” Amen. 


—From Central Presbyterian Weekly 
Atlanta, Georgia 





ious group, with 5,000,000, unchanged 
from the previous year. Eastern Or- 
thodoxy is fourth with 2,353,783; Old 
Catholic and Polish National Cath- 
olic fifth, with 366,956; and Buddhist 
sixth, with 73,000. 

Other statistics in the Yearbook dis- 
close that in 1952 the number of 
local churches also recorded a new 
peak of 285,277 as compared to 284,- 
592 for 1951. The number of clergy- 
men having charges rose from 181,123 
to 183,899. 

“Thus, statistically, there is one 
church for about every 325 members, 
while the ratio between clergymen 
and members is only one to every 
500,” Dr. Landis said. “This points 
up a continuing shortage of pastors 
and a lag in efforts to fill thousands 
of vacant pulpits.” 

The Yearbook reports a new total 
Sunday school enrollment of 32,638,- 
879—a gain of nearly two million for 
the year. The Protestant Churches, 
which generally emphasize Sunday 
school attendance, report close to 94 
per cent of this enrollment. 

There are 15 Protestant denomina- 
tions with a membership of one mil- 
lion or more, the Yearbook shows. Of 
these, The Methodist Church has the 
largest membership with 9,180,428. It 
is followed by the Southern Baptist 
Convention with 7,634,493 and the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., 
Inc. with 4,467,779. 


Others in the first ten are, in order, 
the National Baptist Convention of 
America, the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., United Lutheran Church 
in America, International Convention 
of the Disciples of Christ, Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, and_ the 
American Baptist Convention. 

Of the 251 religious bodies which 
reported their membership, 76 have 
98.2 per cent of all members. Less 
than 2 per cent of members belong 
to the remaining 175 smaller groups. 


Plan Gospel Broadcasting 
Ships in Baltic 


STOCKHOLM—Plans for the launching 
shortly of two “gospel ships” to ply 
the Baltic Sea broadcasting spiritual 
programs and newcasts to Russia and 
other countries of eastern and western 
Europe in their native tongues were 
announced here by Dr. Lewi Pethrus, 
leader of the Pentecostal movement in 
Sweden. 

Dr. Pethrus is pastor of Stockholm’s 
6,500-member Filadelfia Church and 
the recognized head of the Pente- 
costal Churches of which there are 
some 600, with a membership of more 
than 100,000, in Sweden. The Pente- 
costalists have in recent years been 
one of the fastest growing Free 
Church bodies in the country. 
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Lutheran Youth Warn on 
Reckless Driving 


WEST LAFAYETTE, IND.—A resolution 
declaring that reckless driving “is 
nothing less than a violation of God’s 
commandment, ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ ” 
was adopted by 500 delegates to the 
11th convention here of the Inter- 
national Luther League of the Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church. 

The resolution recognized that 
young drivers as a class have a notori- 
ously poor safety record. It reminded 
all young American Lutheran Church 
members “to think soberly and pray- 
erfully of the stewardship responsi- 
bilities over life and property en- 
trusted to them each time they drive 
an automobile.” 

At the same time, the resolution 
noted that well-trained young drivers 
have demonstrated that youth can be 
maturely responsible behind the wheel 
of an automobile. It commended high 
schools which offer driver-training 
courses, and encouraged those not 
now having them to inaugurate them 
at the earliest opportunity. 

The young people pledged them- 
selves to support all efforts to improve 
safety on the streets and highways. 


Protestant Seminaries Setting Up 
Chaplaincy Training Programs 


_ WASHINGTON, D.c.—Chaplaincy train- 
ing programs have been set up or are 
being planned in eight Protestant theo- 
logical seminaries whose representa- 
tives met here to compare notes on 
the programs. 

Most of the courses are given two 
hours weekly for one semester or one 
hour weekly for a full academic year. 
_ Faculty members of the eight sem- 
inaries met here on the invitation of 
Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Ivan L. Ben- 
nett, Army Chief of Chaplains. Army, 
navy and air force representatives 
took part in the discussions, which 
aimed at further development of the 
seminary chaplaincy programs. 


Clergy Losing Battle with 
Rising Living Costs 


NEW yorkK—Clergymen have fared 
far worse than factory workers or 
store clerks in the battle with rising 
living costs in recent years, accord- 
Ing to a report issued here by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

Dr. Benson Y. Landis, associate di- 
rector of the Council’s department of 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL IN HOSPITAL 


RICHMOND, Va.—Patients at the Crippled Children’s Hospital here don’t 





&, 


go to Sunday school—it comes to them. The hospital Sunday school was started 
about 30 years ago by Mrs, James H. Grant, Sr., (right), who is shown here 
teaching a “class.” She is a member of the Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 
which became interested in the program and has financed it for many years. 
The church furnishes hymnbooks, Bibles, Sunday school literature, and a 
small organ. Mrs. Grant was superintendent of the “school” for about 25 years, 
but has retired now. The program goes on 52 Sundays a year. There are six 
regular teachers and a number of substitutes. Some of them come from Ginter 
Park Presbyterian Church and others are from various churches in the city. 
Standing next to Mrs. Grant is Mrs. G. E. Bancroft, the school’s present super- 
intendent. “We try to keep the teaching nondenominational,” she said. Religious 


News Service Photo. 





research and survey, said a study made 
by his department showed that “not 
only have Protestant ministers been 
unable to keep up with rising living 
costs but, in terms of purchasing 
power, they were nearly thirteen per 
cent worse off in 1951 than twelve 
years before.” 


Help Fight TB 





Buy Christmas Seals 


House Raises 
Pay of Chaplain 


WASHINGTON, D.c.—Ihe House 
voted unanimously in one of its final 
acts before adjournment to raise the 
pay of its chaplain, Dr. Bernard 
Braskamp, from $3,000 to $4,250 a 
year. 

Rep. Karl LeCompte (R.-Iowa), 
who introduced the measure, and Rep. 
Edward Garmatz (D.-Md.) pointed 
out that Dr. Braskamp has made the 
post “a full-time job” since becoming 
House chaplain three years ago. 

“He regards the entire House, their 
families and all Congressional employ- 
ees—about 2,000 people in all—as his§ 
ministry, his parish,” Rep. Garmatz 
said. “Dr. Braskamp has, from the 
very first day of his chaplaincy, 
looked upon his official duty of of- 
fering the opening prayer at Congress’ 
daily sessions as merely the beginning 
of his responsibility.” 
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THE TWIN STRENGTHS OF EDUCATION 


Unless it develops in its students a positive allegiance to moral and 
spiritual good, as well as to high intellectual standards, a college is 
not doing its whole duty. Its work is fragmentary, and it contributes 
little of abiding value. 

If you are choosing a college for an able student, try to be sure that 
the one you select ig characterized by academic vigor and Christian 
ideals. 









AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 
Affiliated with Presbyterian Church, U. S. 





MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Senior College Courses, Emphasis on Christian 
Living and Service 
Also Two-Year Business Course 
Beautiful Buildings and Grounds in 
Western North Carolina 
Cost low enough for any parents to give their 
ughter a Christian education 
For further information write: 
J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President 
Montreat, + 


“Education has always yielded her best 
fruit when associated with religion.” 
—Woodrow Wilson 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
Joun R. CUNNINGHAM, 
President 
Davidson, North Carolina 








FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


“For over half a century producing 
women of superior qualities.” 
MarsHati Scorr Woopson 
President 


Red Springs, N. C. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


a Educational Excellence. Moderate 
‘ charges. Endowed. Christian em- 
phasis. A.A. and A.S. degrees. 
Graduates transfer to best colleges 
as juniors. Professor for each ten 
students. Personal attention. Scien- 
tific tests. Athletics. Two-year busi- 
ness course. Preparatory department with grades 
11 and 12. Member Southern Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. Write for catalog. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton, NortH Carotina 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian * Co-educational « Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous 
Christian influences. Fully accredited. Four- 
year liberal arts, sciences, business education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Com- 
etitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) 
emunerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. In- 
tramural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. 
Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, 
and tuition $730. 
R , President, 


.__T. L. LISTON 
Box S, BRISTOL, TENN. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Fully accredited, four-year, liberal arts 
college for women. Men accepted as day 
students. 
For information write the Registrar. 





STILLMAN COLLEGE 


est. 1876 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 





Sustained by a Heritage 
of Christian Ideals 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
MARSHALL W. BROWN, President 


Clinton, South Carolina 


The only institution for Negroes owned by the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

Now Awarding Degrees of BACHELOR of 
RTS and BACHELOR of SCIENCE 
Bible Central in the Curriculum 
For information, write: 

SAMUEL BURNEY HAY, President 
P. O. Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 








GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S TRAINING SCHOOL 
Prepares for Christian service in religious education, Bible teaching, missions, and 
church music. Courses leading to master’s and bachelor’s degrees. 

Accredited by 


Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. and 
American Association of Schools of Religious Education. 


HENRY WADE DvuBOSE, President, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 


62 


| Davidson Builds 
New Dormitory 


DAVIDSON, N. C.—Davidson College's 
| new $700,000 W. H. Belk Hall will 
| contain all the latest features in dormi- 
| tory construction, according to Presi- 
| dent John R. Cunningham. Dr. Cun- 

ningham, who announced yesterday 
that construction on the new dormi- 
tory would get underway immedi- 
ately, revealed that the four-story unit 
will contain 152 rooms for two stu- 
dents each. Each of the rooms, Dr. 
Cunningham said, will feature built-in 
desks, study lamps and wardrobes. 

The structure, scheduled for com- 

pletion late next year, will be built 

in the middle of the present dormitory 

row and will dominate that end of the 

campus. Following colonial architec- 
| ture with neoclassic features, the hall 
| will have a large center building and 
| two wings. 

The late W. H. Belk of Charlotte, 

founder of the Belk Department Store 
| organization, served on the Board of 
| Trustees of Davidson for 24 years 
| and was the senior trustee at the time 
| of his death last year. 





SOUTHWESTERN 
AT MEMPHIS 


COEDUCATIONAL 


A four-year liberal arts college offering a 
| choice of courses leading to the Bachelor’s degree. 
Schools of law, medicine, dentistry, engineer- 


| ing, and theology regard with highest favor 
| Southwestern’s preprofessional training: 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 


Write for information 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 





je MARY 
BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


Announcing four (4-yr.) competitive scholar- 
ships of $2800 ($700 renewable annually). 
Applications due Feb. 8, 1954. Write for de- 
| tails. Fully accredited liberal arts college for 
| women. A.B. degree. Broad curriculum, small 
| classes. 14 majors, departmental, interdepart- 
mental, and an independent major, including 
music, art, Bible, dramatic arts. Courses in 
nursery school ed. Catalogue. 
Mary Baldwin College 
Dept. S, Staunton, Va. 





PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





wat 


orn -a oe & wo & | 


woe we af ee 


hi. CO 8 eo.) 





Offers To Send You 


why the Family Reading Clu 








llege’s FINE BOOKS $ g 
ll will ae 
dormi- (Value up to $28.25 WITH 
Dec: in publishers’ editions) MEMBERSHIP 
. Cun- ES, you are invited to accept any three of the wonderful books objectionable in any way, the Family Reading Club is just what 
terday shown on this page for only $1.89, with membership in the you have been looking for! Read, below, how the Club brings you 
d : Family Reading Club. Founded to select and distribute books the very finest new books at bargain prices. Then mail the ye 
moat which are worthwhile, interesting and entertaining without being to join the Club and get the three books you want, without delay! 
hnmedi- . 
nO LIFE AMONG THE 
ry unit 
) THE SILVER CHALICE SAVAGES 
vo stu- By Thomas B. Costain By Shirley Jackson 
ns, Dr. A towering pone k ' A delightful chroni- 
ig adventure, love, fait Ny cle of the joys and 
puilt-in and passion with lit- | crises in a typical 
obes erature’s greatest 5 American household— 
a theme — the birth of "i written by a percep- 
r com- Christianit PRs ovr te tive mother about her 
e built os ce gt MG four little ‘‘savages’’ 
7 best-loved novelists. ee | aged one to ten. 
‘mitory ® 4 
1 of the LOOK AT AMERICA y SEWING MADE EASY 
-chitec- By the Editors of Look x j mt By Mary Lynch 
is your America é ows you how to cut, 
the hall ins ane pic- sew, finish and re- 
ing and torama! Nearly 500 model clothes like a 
thrilling pictures, rofessional! Easy to 
many in glorious col- ollow, complete, full 
lott or. Superb text. Size of ideas and_ short- 
larlotte, is 9” x 12”! Orig. pub. cuts. Illustrated. Pub- 
it Store edition, $12.50. lisher's edition, $2.95. 
oard of 
vears MARY LINCOLN ENCYCLOPEDIA 
Bory By Ruth OF COOKING 
he time Painter Randall By Meta Given 
How did this viva- site The master book that 
cious young girl be- eeTT! gives you a thrilling 
come one of history's GEORGE! new approach to cook- 
most controversial HEYER ing! Contains 2000 
women? What is the recipes, hundreds of 
truth about her stormy pictures, 1700 pages 
marriage to Lincoln: Originally publis ed 
Pub. edition, $5.75, in two vols. at $10.00. 
GREATEST BOOK PROTESTANT 
EVER WRITTEN PANORAMA 
By Fulton Oursler By Hall and Holisher 
The Old Testament Your lifetime book of 
: Story—of Adam, Eve, Protestantism, cover- 
offering a Moses — of all the ing the thousand as- 
r’s degree. Biblical immortals; % pects of your religion, 
eo) retold by the author Pe answering all your 
a, of ‘The Greatest Sto- ~ questions, Illustrated 
nest Tavo ry Ever Told.’’ Pub. ‘a with hundreds of 
1g: Edition, $3.95. eed photographs. 
ia} 
tent COTILLION a Thorndike-Barnhart 
By Georgette Heyer ~~ Desk Dictionary 
A witty, satirical an A really comprehen- 
— novel about a spirited - sive book. Contains 
PHIS orphan girl, her gouty ~ | 80,000 entries, 700 il- 
_ sap aeney, nee lustrations, 900 pages. 
is three tra ° i 
Sever eae send | ongoing 
—— J Bir andes money. 5 | cludes synonym, an 
x | tonyms, word origins, 
id mm 3 s 


WIN 


- 
E E op >= Chub brings you the best plete, well-printed and wel-soune. gna FAMILY READING CLUB, Dept.12-PS MINEOLA, NEW YORK ! 
i : joyable new at much your books w elivered to your door the } 
less tha . te Please send me at once the three books I have checked Cotillion 
Hach month publishers subst books they °° Seve’ Up to 60% J bi.he zieht as my two Membership Gift Books and arst | U 
ye _scholar- bgp will meet the Family Reading The purchase of books from the Club all three. Also enroll me as a member of the Family | C) The Greatest Book 
ily) standards. Our Editors then select for only $1.89 each—instead of $3.00 to i Reading Club and send me, each month, a review of Ever Written | 
annually). fn book they can recommend most en- $4.00 in the publishers’ original editions the Club’s forthcoming selection. I have the ptivilege 
ite for de- causlastically. These are books which —saves you from 35% to 50% on each | of notifying you in advance if I do not wish to accept | [] Life Among the i 
llege for hovels ber Of your family can read— book you accept. In addition, the Family any selection, or alternate book offered—at the special Savages ae 
colleg _ biographies and inspirational Reading Club distributes an outstanding 5 members’ price of only $1.89 each (plus postage and : 
slum, small — by such outstanding authors as ‘Bonus’ Book free for each four Club j handling). There are no membership dues or fees, and bask et Raat 
deport |< go Costain, Fulton Oursler, Mar- selections you take. When the value of I may accept as few as four selections or alternates 0 at America t 
nterdepa = Xinnan Rawlings, Darwin Teilhet the Bonus Books is figured in, you can i during the coming twelve months. As a member, I will 
r, including a Bellamy Partridge. They are books save as much as 60% of your book dollars! receive a free Bonus Book with each four Club selec- | [] Mary Lincoln 1 
in ; Safely leave where older chil- Join Now — Send No Money tions or alternates I accept. 
Courses Wh ny Tread them if they wish. If you believe in a book club which will SPECIAL NO-RISK GUARANTEE: () Meta Given's Ency- H 
the Membership Means To You appeal to the finest instincts of every | If not delighted, I will return all books in clopedia of Cooking l 
yin College the Famils no charge for membership in member of your family, let us introduce 7 days and this membership will be canceled. 
V — ily Reading Club beyond the cost you to the Family Reading Club NOW, l Mr. (CO Protestant Panorama { 
sunton, Va. $1 pony - themselves. You pay only while you can get your choice of ANY Mrs. 
for oe 1 (plus postage and handling) THREE of the wonderful books described | Miss (Please print) Sewing Made E { 
e boc XS You Purchase after reading here — two as your FREE Membership Guest eed tte C) Sewing Made Eesy 
y come “9 ' Teview magazine which will Gift, and one as your first Club selection H ] 
AN SURVE cae © your home each month. You pay — for only $1.89! Send no money, just City vane a LD The Silver Chalice 
later, 2othing; your bill will be due mail the coupon today. However, as this | Clty pacer oe ! 
:27ery TRO ZON MND ROO Oe ee ey oe ieee OW | Ase. if [ Address 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. | C) Therndike-Bernhart 
: you may accept as time, we urge you to mail thecoupon Under 21........ Offer good only in U. S. A. and Canada. Desk Dictionary § 
AMILY READING CLUB ¢ MINEOLA, NEW YORK 





WHY WE MAKE THIS SENSATION 


The Family Reading Club makes this 
unusual offer to demonstrate how mem- 


AL OFFER! 
few as four each year to retain your 
membership. All selections are new, com- 
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"MAIL COUPON NOW! 


CHECK THE 3 BOOKS YOU WANT with memsersuip | 
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“The personal interest of the Board of Annuities and Relief, as 
well as the Women of the Church, more than touched our hearts as 
the check came in time to meet a very real need as we enter our Sos. 
God has wonderfully blessed us, and we rejoice in the love of our 
Church in caring for her retired ministers, while we wait for our | 
Heavenly Father’s call to come Home.’”’—From a retired minister and 
his wife. 


Give Generously 


TO THE SUPPORT OF OUR RETIRED MINISTERS 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USS. 
WADE H. BOGGS, Executive Secretary B.A. Mclilhany, Treasurer 


122 S. Fourth Street, Room 410, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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